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President’s Message

As presi dent of the South ern Weights and Meas ures As -
so cia tion for 1998, I would like to ex press my ap pre cia -
tion to each and every one of you for al low ing me to serve 
in this ca pac ity. 

The pro fes sion al ism and lead er ship dem on strated by
SWMA in re cent years have been ex em plary.  I hope to be 
able to con tinue the fine tra di tion that other states have
shown at pre vious SWMA Con fer ences.

Ten ta tively, the 1998 con fer ence will be held in La Fay -
ette, Lou isi ana.  I will sub mit de tails in the next is sue af -
ter all ar range ments have been fi nal ized.

I would also like to take this op por tu nity to thank Mike
Hile and his staff for an out stand ing and very pro duc tive
con fer ence in Hot Springs, Ar kan sas.

As we en ter 1998, I wish all SWMA mem bers and their
fami lies a very Merry Christ mas and Happy New Year!

Ron nie Harrell

Dear South ern Mem bers

It was a real pleas ure to have you in Hot Springs for the
52nd An nual South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia -
tion Con fer ence.  We hope you en joyed your stay at the
Ar ling ton and also ac com plished your goals dur ing the
com mit tee meet ings and gen eral ses sions of the Con fer -
ence.  Our staff thor oughly en joyed try ing to make your
visit to Ar kan sas an en joy able and pro duc tive ex pe ri -
ence.

Our newly elected Secretary- Treasurer, David Smith,
asked me to in clude some of the at ten dance fig ures at the
meet ing.  There were 150 peo ple who pre- registered or
reg is tered at the con fer ence.  The fi nal count in cluded
136 mem bers, guests and re tir ees.  There were 94 rooms
oc cu pied at the Ar ling ton by con fer ence at tendees, and
the out ing at Ca jun Boil ers and the Mu sic Moun tain Jam -
bo ree was at tended by 110 peo ple.

There were many peo ple who helped in or gan iz ing the
SWMA con fer ence this year.  The will ing ness with which 
each ju ris dic tion stepped for ward to ac cept an as sign ment 
and help make the con fer ence suc cess ful was a pleas antly
re fresh ing ex pe ri ence.  A debt of grati tude is owed to of fi -
cers for keep ing the meet ing on sched ule and to the
SWMA of fi cers for their on go ing con tri bu tions.

I would also like to take this op por tu nity to thank all the
south ern mem bers for elect ing me Presi dent of the As so -

cia tion this past year and for al low ing Ar kan sas to host
the South ern Weights and Meas ures Con fer ence.  It was a
won der ful ex pe ri ence get ting to meet new peo ple and
visit with old friends.  Next time you visit Ar kan sas, come 
by and see us!  We con sid er you part of our ex tended  
fam ily!

Sin cerely,
James M. Hile

Ju ris dic tional News

Arkansas

The fall months were cer tainly a very busy time at the Bu -
reau with the com ple tion of the labo ra tory con struc tion
and reno va tion proj ect bring ing a lot of cleanup re spon si -
bili ties.  Sev eral weeks of mov ing fur ni ture and equip -
ment around, tak ing worn out fur ni ture and equip ment to
the State Mar ket ing and Re dis tri bu tion Cen ter and clean -
ing ex ist ing fur ni ture and equip ment was un der taken.

On Sep tem ber 19, all of the clean ing tem po rar ily came to
a halt as we hosted an open house for mem bers of the
Plant Board, man age ment and other in vited guests.  A
lunch eon at the Bu reau was fol lowed by a guided tour of
the labo ra to ries and the newly reno vated sec tions.  Dem -
on stra tions of the spe cial ized test ing units and other
weights and meas ures equip ment was car ried out by Bu -
reau per son nel.  Lit era ture was also avail able ex plain ing
the regu la tory pro grams of the Bu reau.

Con tin ued on Page 3
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Prepa ra tions for the 52nd An nual South ern Weights and
Meas ures Con fer ence were also ac cel er ated dur ing this
time.  Con sid er ing all of the ex tra ac tiv ity, we are still
sev eral weeks away from hav ing all of our labo ra tory
equip ment re tested and cali brated and be ing fully op era -
tional.

Our sin cere thanks to each of you for your par tici pa tion
and help in mak ing a pro duc tive Con fer ence in Hot
Springs.  The 1997 South ern Weights and Meas ures As -
so cia tion Con fer ence is now his tory, but we hope it will
be re mem bered as suc cess ful and with pleas ure by those
who came to Hot Springs.  There were 150 reg is tra tions,
the at ten dance at the ses sions was ex cel lent, and ap proxi -
mately 110 dele gates and guests were on hand for the
Out ing.  We hope eve ry one en joyed these events, as well
as the hos pi tal ity and so cial events each even ing dur ing
the Con fer ence.  We in Ar kan sas cer tainly en joyed hav -
ing you and hope you were made to feel wel come.  Please
let us know when you are com ing to Ar kan sas in the fu -
ture and we will do our best to as sist you in any way we
can.

Flor ida

The Bu reau of Weights and Meas ures con ducted a holi -
day sea son scan ning pro gram fo cus ing on sale items dur -
ing the sec ond week of De cem ber.  While there were
iso lated in stances of over charg ing for items on sale, over -
all re sults showed that the ma jor ity of er rors found were
in the cus tomer’s fa vor.  A fur ther analy sis re vealed that
the sale items scanned ac tu ally had fewer er rors than the
regu larly priced items.  In a two day pe ri od, 71 stores
were in spected, 3550 items were scanned with 22 over -
charges and 77 un der charges.  Sale items scanned at
97.6% ac cu racy rate and regu larly priced items scanned
at 95.8% ac cu racy.

The Bu reau of Pe tro leum In spec tion con ducted a holi day
week end sur vey of oc tane com pli ance on Sat ur day, No -
vem ber 29.  Sev en teen in spec tors sam pled 413 brands
and sub mit ted them to the lab for test ing.  Of the 413, two
were found not to com ply with the posted oc tane lev els.

Weights and Meas ures and Pe tro leum In spec tion have
been as sist ing the Con sumer Prod uct Safety Com mis sion
in in spect ing stores for re called toys, chil dren’s cloth ing,
fur ni ture and house hold prod ucts con tain ing dan ger ous
chemi cals and agents.  In spec tors have also as sisted the
Bu reau of Mo tor Ve hi cles in in spect ing re pair shops for
com pli ance with state laws.

NIST of fi cials Ken Butcher and Tom Cole man vis ited
Flor ida the first week in De cem ber to meet with mulch
pack ag ers and mem bers of the sponge and cham ois in dus -
try con cern ing prob lems with pack ag ing and test ing these 
prod ucts.  Flor ida of fi cials ac com pa nied them and as -
sisted in dem on strat ing the cur rent mulch test ing pro ce -
dures and de vel op ing data to be used in ad dress ing
con cerns bef ore the NCWM Laws and Regu la tions Com -
mit tee.

Jack and Max ex tend a spe cial thanks and con gratu la tions
to Mike Hile and the Ar kan sas staff for host ing a great an -
nual meet ing.  An other big thank you to Tom Kirby for all
that he did in pro mot ing the SWMA and keep ing eve ry -
one in touch as Edi tor of the news let ter.

Geor gia

Bill Truby and Jerry Flan ders at tended the SWMA Con -
fer ence in Hot Springs. Mike Hile and his en tire staff did a 
su per job of host ing an en joy able meet ing and pro duc tive
busi ness ses sion.

Fuel Lab Di rec tor Curt Wil liams at tended the ASTM D-2
Com mit tee meet ing in San An to nio, Texas in early De -
cem ber. 

Ad min is tra tive ac tions were brought against three ma jor
pe tro leum com pa nies for not main tain ing their re tail
pumps in proper cali bra tion.  Amoco Oil Com pany  was
fined $122,200 based on regu la tory in spec tions cit ing
over- registration by 331 of 357 me ters at 13 sta tions.
Quik Trip, with 89 of 92 pumps short meas ur ing at three
sta tions was fined $32,800 and two Tex aco sta tions with
79 of 84 pumps over- registering was as sessed $29,000.

Ken tucky

Hope that all of you have had a happy holi day sea son.

The to bacco mar ket ing sea son is in full swing in Ken -
tucky.  We have in spected close to  200 to bacco  ware -
houses and re ceiv ing sta tions this fall.  Sales are un der
way at this time and in spec tors are do ing check weigh ing
in the houses now.

Our Mo tor Fuel Qual ity Pro gram has re cently or dered
two more port able oc tane ana lyzer.  With the port able
ana lyzer, we can do screen ing of all grades of fered for
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sale at a sta tion.  Any prod uct found to be sus pect is then
sent to the labo ra tory for fur ther analy sis.

Mi chael Baker is our new est em ployee in the di vi sion of
Regu la tion & In spec tion.  Mi chael is work ing in the me -
trol ogy labo ra tory and is also as sist ing in spec tors in the
field.  He is sched ule to at tend the Ba sic Me trol ogy semi -
nar this spring.

We re cently re ceived a new LP prover sys tem.  The sys -
tems con sists of a trailer mounted  100 gal lon and  20 gal -
lon prover. We now have two units to cover the state.

We have re ceived fund ing for the pur chase of a 5 KG bal -
ance for the me trol ogy lab and scales for the pack age in -
spec tion pro gram.  Hope fully, we will have these items
some time this spring.

Lou isi ana

Lou isi ana im ple mented a price veri fi ca tion pro gram in
April of 1997 un der the su per vi sion of Pro gram Man ager
Ike Law son.  As ex pected, we en coun tered much re sis -
tance at the in cep tion of the pro gram.   Af ter nu mer ous
phone calls and com plaints from many busi nesses, things 
have smoothed out, some what.  A year- end re view of
over all ac cu racy re flects over charges at 35%, un der -
charges at 38% and price not dis played at 27%.

We are in the pro cess of train ing our per sonal in cate gory
“A” pack age in spec tions un der the su per vi sion of Re -
gional En force ment Su per vi sor, Danny McCart ney.
Pres ently, we are con cen trat ing on milk, feed and holi day 
items.  The re jec tion rate thus far is ap proxi mately 10%.

Our in spec tors have in spected 2000 taxi cabs state wide
for me ter ac cu racy in 1997.  The re jec tion rate is 15% at
this time. 

The Lou isi ana Weights and Meas ures Com mis sion held
two Hear ings in 1997.  To tal fines lev ied at these pro -
ceed ings amounted to $10,500.  The vio la tions were for
La bel ing and Short-Weight in frac tions.  

Maryland

We would like to ex press our ap pre cia tion to Tom Kirby
for his many years of de voted serv ice as edi tor of the
South ern Weights & Meas ures As so cia tion News let ter,
and we wish him and his wife well.

On Sep tem ber 12, 1997, thir teen rep re sen ta tives of the
China State Bu reau of Tech ni cal Su per vi sion (CSBTS),
The Peo ple’s Re pub lic of China, vis ited the Mary land

Weights and Meas ures Sec tion and were given a tour of
our fa cil ity and labo ra to ries.

Pro gram Man ager Bob Eaves acted as host for our sec -
tion; Me trolo gist Steve Barry and NTEP Pro gram Man -
ager An drea Buie- Branam con ducted tours of the
labo ra to ries.

The visi tors were very im pressed with our fa cil ity and
labo ra to ries and asked many ques tions con cern ing the
role of our weights and meas ures sec tion and NIST in the
in spec tion and test ing of weigh ing and meas ur ing de -
vices and pack aged com modi ties.

Mulch manu fac tur ers are now pack ag ing and stor ing
mulch for next spring’s de liv er ies.  On Oc to ber 7, 1997,
we per formed an in spec tion of mulch at Mary land’s only
mulch manu fac turer.  We were pleased that all lots in -
spected were ap proved.  We plan to per form an other in -
spec tion at the plant dur ing late win ter prior to the spring
de liv er ies.

Re cent Civil Penalties

On Sep tem ber 16, 1997, we re ceived pay ment of $1,000
for a civil pen alty as sessed against Su per Fresh #812,
Bal ti more, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
Short- Weight vio la tions found dur ing rou tine pack age
in spec tions per formed at the store.

On Sep tem ber 19, 1997, we re ceived pay ment of $800
for a civil pen alty as sessed against McKay’s Food &
Drug, Lex ing ton Park, MD.  The civil pen alty was as -
sessed due to Short-Weight vio la tions found dur ing rou -
tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the store.

On No vem ber 5, 1997, we re ceived pay ment of $500 for
a civil pen alty as sessed against Fresh Fields Mar ket, An -
na po lis, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
Short- Weight vio la tions found dur ing a rou tine pack age
in spec tion per formed at the store.  This firm had been as -
sessed an other civil pen alty in the amount of $750 which
was paid in July 16, 1997 for Short- Weight vio la tions
found dur ing pre vious pack age in spec tions per formed at
the store.

On No vem ber 13, 1997, we re ceived pay ment of $600 for 
a civil pen alty as sessed against Em bassy Dairy, Inc.,
Wal dorf, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
Short- Measure vio la tions found dur ing rou tine pack age
in spec tions per formed at the dairy.

Chief Lou Straub and Pro gram Man gers Dick Shock ley
and Will Wotthlie at tended the 52nd An nual South ern
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Weights & Meas ures As so cia tion Con fer ence held in Hot 
Springs, Ar kan sas dur ing Oc to ber 26-29, 1997. 

We have re ceived nu mer ous fire wood com plaints this
win ter.  We have man aged to re solve most of the com -
plaints, but will proba bly have to file crimi nal charges
against some fire wood deal ers to gain com pli ance.

Pro gram Man ager Bob Eaves and In spec tor Mike Frailer
par tici pated in the Na tional Bark & Soil Pro duc ers As so -
cia tion Prod uct La bel ing & Weights and Meas ures
Work shop held at the Mar ri ott Ho tel In ner Har bor, Bal ti -
more, MD on De cem ber 8 & 9, 1997.  Ken Butcher and
Tom Cole man of NIST were in struc tors at the work shop.
The work shop was very in for ma tive and it is in ter est ing
to note that the Na tional Bark & Soil Pro duc ers As so cia -
tion en dorses the cur rent method in NIST Hand book 133
for in spec tion of mulch.

On De cem ber 11, 1997, we had a staff meet ing at our fa -
cil ity in An na po lis, com plete with a ham burger, hot dog
& chicken cook- out for lunch, which was en joyed by all.
Chief Lou Straub and Pro gram man ager Will Wotthlie
were the chefs and did an ex cel lent job.  A high light of the 
meet ing was the pres en ta tion of Cer tifi cates of Ap pre cia -
tion Awards to staff mem bers.  We honor the em ploy ees
who in spect the high est number of de vices, and also the
em ploy ees who have the high est over all pro duc tion rat -
ing dur ing each month, six month and twelve month pe ri -
od.  The re cipi ent of the monthly award in each cate gory
re ceives a Cer tifi cate of Ap pre cia tion, and the re cipi ent
of the six month and twelve month awards in each cate -
gory re ceives an Award Day off in ad di tion to a framed
Cer tifi cate of Ap pre cia tion.  The em ploy ees who re -
ceived awards are as fol lows:

High est Num ber High est Over all
Pe ri od Of De vices Pro duc tion Rat ing

Jun 97 Bob Fisher John Barton

Jul 97 Mark Lambert Mark Lambert

Aug 97 Mark Lambert Lisa Griffith

Sep 97 Aaron Webb Ed Santana

Oct  97 Bar bara Miller Chuck Coleman

Nov 97 Mike Frailer Mike Frailer

Jun-Nov 97 MikeFrailer Barbara Miller

Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture Sec re tary Lewis R.
Riley has an nounced his re tire ment ef fec tive Janu ary 1,
1998.  Sec re tary Riley’s wife, Ginny, is in fail ing health,

and he has re signed to be able to spend more time with
her.

Sec re tary Riley has been an ar dent sup porter of the
Weights and Meas ures Sec tion, and we will miss him.
Dur ing our De cem ber 11, 1997 staff meet ing, Chief Lou
Straub pre sented Sec re tary Riley with an en graved cer ti -
fied 2 pound test weight (com plete with Re port of Test)

Mary land Dept. Of Ag ri cul ture Dep uty Sec re tary Dr.
Henry Virts has been se lected to suc ceed Mr. Riley.

Pro gram Man ager Will Wotthlie and In spec tor Mike
Frailer com pleted the Re tail Com put ing Scale In struc tor
Train ing Course (Course #207), at NIST dur ing Oc to ber
19-24, 1997.

Field Su per vi sor Ed Payne com pleted the NTEP In struc -
tors Train ing Course (Course #501), at NIST dur ing De -
cem ber 2-5, 1997.  On De cem ber 4, 1997, the class toured 
the NTEP labo ra to ries at our fa cil ity.

MISSISSIPPI

Bu reau of Regu la tory Serv ices Di rec tor Joe Hardy had the 
pleas ure of vis it ing with our new news let ter edi tor Bill
Brasher re cently while Bill was in the state for the pur pose 
of test ing a belt- conveyor scale.  Bill shared his plans for
the news let ter and it ap pears that as a re sult of his ex pe ri -
ence, ex per tise and the tech nol ogy avail able to him, we
will have a first class pub li ca tion. While we ap pre ci ate
Tom’s ef forts over the years and will al ways be grate ful
and ap pre cia tive to him (par ticu larly since Tom and the
di rec tor are of the same vin tage) we cer tainly wish Bill the 
best as he as sumes this task.

Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion: The Con sumer Pro tec -
tion Di vi sion has re cently ac quired the part time serv ices
of an ad di tional cross util ized em ployee.  The in di vid ual
was for mally an in spec tor in this di vi sion but is cur rently
as signed to the Meat In spec tion Di vi sion.  He will be util -
ized in weights and meas ures field in spec tion work, as
well as other di vi sion in spec tion re spon si bili ties.  This is
an other phase of our de part men tal re or gani za tion which
has re sulted in the Di vi sion gain ing the serv ices of two
field in spec tors cross util ized with other di vi sions and
brings our field force to 10 full time and two part time in -
spec tors.

We have re cently re ceived the re main der of the vans for
our field per son nel. The 1997 Ford Wind Stars re places
Chev ro let S-10 pick ups which had from 120,000 to
200,000  miles on them.

The di vi sion’s ad min is tra tive per son nel have re cently
com pleted com puter train ing and the com puter sys tem is
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now up and run ning.  We feel that with this sys tem we
will have a bet ter track ing mecha nism to moni tor di vi sion 
in spec tion ac tivi ties, as well as be ing more ef fi cient in
other di vi sion ac tivi ties.

Pe tro leum Prod ucts In spec tion Di vi sion:  The Pe tro leum
Prod ucts In spec tion Di vi sion has re ceived the last three
of its new F150 Ford pickup re place ments.  

In an at tempt to over come the prob lem of re turn ing prod -
uct to above ground stor age tanks, all pick ups have been
equipped with aux il iary pumps.  In spec tors re port that the 
pumps have made the job much eas ier and it is felt that the 
number of back prob lem com plaints should be re duced.
“Bug gies” or “carts” de signed to trans port three prov ers
have been pur chased and sup plied to each in spec tor.  Use
of these carts will al low our in spec tors to test three pumps 
bef ore re turn ing prod uct to the stor age tanks.

The Di vi sion Di rec tor and a field su per vi sor re cently vis -
ited North Caro lina and spent a day ob serv ing the op era -
tion of one of their pump cali bra tion trucks and
dis cuss ing in spec tion pro ce dures.  We are most ap pre cia -
tive for the time and hos pi tal ity of the North Caro lina pe -
tro leum folks.

Since the last news let ter the Di vi sion has as sessed only
one civil pen alty against a dis tribu tor for vio la tion of the
stat ute.  The $1,000 pen alty is cur rently on ap peal.

Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion:  About seven months
ago, a one year leave of ab sence was granted to State Me -
trolo gist Kel vin Boone to al low him the op por tu nity to
com plete the on cam pus re quire ment for his doc tor ate.
Fol low ing his de par ture, we con tin ued to prog ress quite
well with As sis tant State Me trolo gist Li onel Wil son han -
dling the day to day op era tion of the Labo ra tory.  How -
ever, it all came to an abrupt halt when in dus try en tered
the pic ture with an of fer Li onel couldn’t ref use and we
were left hold ing the bag or at least a labo ra tory with no
trained me trolo gist.  In the lat ter part of Sep tem ber we
em ployed Ms. Ena Gus ta vis to fill the slot va cated by Mr. 
Wil son.  She was im me di ate ly sent to a ba sic me trol ogy
train ing course which was con ducted in the North Caro -
lina Lab.  Fol low ing com ple tion of the course, she was
sent to Okla homa for a week to com plete work on the re -
quired labo ra tory prob lems and to try to gain some ex pe -
ri ence un der the tu te lage of the Okla homa lab staff.  We
are cer tainly in debted to L. F. Ea son and Ken Fraley for
ex tend ing a help ing hand.

Re ceipt of our five heavy test trucks which were sched -
uled for de liv ery around the end of No vem ber has been
de layed.  How ever, Cargo Tech as sures us that de liv ery

will be gin around De cem ber 15th , with the last truck de -
liv ered no later than Janu ary 15th .

John Till son, Di rec tor, Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion and 
Rus sell Rob bins, Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion will
rep re sent Mis sis sippi at the In terim Con fer ence in San
An to nio in Janu ary.

For those who wish to con tact the vari ous di vi sions of the
Bu reau, please make note that the new tele phone num bers 
and e- mail ad dresses:  

Mis sis sippi  Dept. of Ag ri cul ture and Com merce

Dr. Les ter Spell, Jr., D.V.M., Com mis sioner
(601) 359-1100
FAX:    (601) 354-6290
E- Mail: spell@mdac.state.ms.us

Bu reau of Regu la tory Serv ices
Joe Hardy, Di rec tor
(601) 359-1111
FAX: (601) 354-6502
E- Mail: joe@mdac.state.ms.us

Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion
John Till son, Di rec tor
(601) 359-1148
FAX: (601) 354-6502
E- Mail: johnt@mdac.state.ms.us

Grain In spec tion and Weigh ing Di vi sion
Ralph How ell, Di rec tor - (601) 947-4095

Meat In spec tion Di vi sion
Dr. Rob ert West, Di rec tor - (601) 359-1191
FAX: (601) 354-6502
E- Mail: rob ertw@mdac.state.ms.us

Pe tro leum In spec tion Di vi sion
Rob ert Louys, Di rec tor - (601) 359-1101
FAX: (601) 354-6502
E- Mail: rob ert@mdac.state.ms.us

Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion
Bill Eldridge, Di rec tor - (601) 359-1149
FAX: (601) 354-6502
E- Mail: bille@mdac.state.ms.us

We wish all of you a pros per ous and safe New Year.
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NORTH CAROLINA

It seems that eve ry thing has to be com pleted by the end of 
the year.  Our large ca pac ity scale in spec tors are hus tling
in hopes of test ing all scales in their ter ri to ries bef ore
1998 ar rives.  Given the dif fi cul ties we have ex pe ri enced
this year with truck prob lems, it’s a won der our folks are
even close to get ting eve ry thing in spected.  Re tail in spec -
tors are busy with net con tents test ing of sea sonal items
like hams and tur keys.  We have asked them to cur tail
price scan ning in spec tions dur ing this time of heavy
shop ping.  It seems the stores don’t like for us to oc cupy a 
reg is ter when each check- out line is 15 shop pers deep.
We also need a few days of good weather so we can com -
plete  in spec tions of un der ground stor age tanks and Stage 
I va por re turn sys tems at serv ice sta tions.

In 1997, the meas ure ment sec tion folks were very busy
in spect ing price scan ning sys tems for ac cu racy. Dur ing
the year, five civil pen al ties were is sued and based upon
the ini tial in spec tions in pre vi ously lightly in spected in -
dus tries, 1998 may be a busy year in the price veri fi ca tion 
area.

We are mak ing plans for the In terim Meet ing.  We have
just com pleted a video show ing how the hori zon tal bark
mulch con tainer com pares to the ver ti cal one.  Quite
frankly, we don’t see that it makes much dif fer ence
which con tainer is used.  Weights and Meas ures of fi cials
and in dus try should set tle on one type and then get on
with the pro gram.  We rec om mend that states visit a bark
mulch bag ging plant to learn first- hand about the many
prob lems as so ci ated with en sur ing that the cor rect vol -
ume of bark gets into the pack age.  Heck, you will proba -
bly be able to of fer the packer a few qual ity as sur ance
tips.

Doesn’t any body want to be a me trolo gist?  LF is still in -
ter view ing folks for a va cant po si tion.  It seems we of fer
the po si tion and the new em ployee is  on the job for a few
days when he or she is of fered a bet ter po si tion.  Dur ing
the past six months LF has hired six peo ple to fill three
va cant po si tions.  Un der the “when it rains it pours
theme,” we have also lost our labo ra tory helper.  Yes, LF
is in ter view ing for that po si tion too.  We owe Van a big
“thank you” for the heavy load he has been pull ing for
sev eral months.  There is no sub sti tute for ex pe ri ence; so
Van has been do ing dou ble duty while our new em ploy -
ees are learn ing the trade.  By the way, Van will need
more than thanks in a few weeks when he be comes a fa -
ther.  Con gratu la tions are in or der.

LF at tended parts of the SWAP and Mid MAP meet ings to 
as sist Geor gia Har ris.  It’s al ways in ter est ing to look at
other pro grams to see what we can learn from them.

There is al ways more that could be done and it’s nice to be 
able to copy the good ideas al ready im ple mented by oth -
ers.

A brief fuel qual ity re port is in or der.  David Smith has
been re- elected to an other two- year term as chair man of
ASTM Com mit tee D02 on Pe tro leum Prod ucts and Lu -
bri cants.  At the com ple tion of this term, David will have
served as chair man of the com mit tee for six years.  He is
glad to see other Weights and Meas ures folks get ting in -
volved in ASTM and fuel qual ity is sues.  Rep re sen ta tives
from the states of Ten nes see, Mis sis sippi, Mary land,
Geor gia, Mis souri, Cali for nia, and Ne vada have be come
regu lar fix tures at the ASTM Com mit tee D02  meet ings.

David Smith, SWMA Secretary- Treasurer, re ports that
137 peo ple have paid their dues for 1997-1998.  If you

SOUTH CAROLINA

We are in the pro cess of pur chas ing a new unit for the in -
spec tion of LP gas me ters. In vi ta tions for bids have been
sent out for a com plete unit mounted on a trailer. It will
have both a 100 gal lon prover and a 20 gal lon prover.
This unit will be in ad di tion to the 100 gal lon LP gas
prover we pres ently have that is mounted on a pickup
truck.  The new unit with its 20 gal lon prover will in crease 
our ef fi ciency in spect ing the ¾ inch me ters used to fill
smaller cyl in ders.  Keep ing our other unit will al low us to
bet ter re spond to re quests which are of ten in other parts of 
the state.

Also a new chas sis has been or dered for our live stock
scale test unit.  The body and the knuckle boom crane on
our pres ent unit will be trans ferred to the new chas sis.
With the new chas sis and the two new large ve hi cle scale
test units we put in serv ice in June, our equip ment for test -
ing large scales will be in ex cel lent shape.  Our two new
large ve hi cle scale test units are op er at ing very well, and
our in spec tors truly like us ing the weight carts.

Within the last cou ple of months we have con ducted three
train ing ses sions on pack age in spec tion us ing NIST
Hand book 133.  The three ses sions al lowed us to have
only 8 or 9 in spec tors in each class.  The smaller classes
al lowed much more hands- on type train ing to be ac com -
plished.  Some of our older field spe cial ists had re ceived
train ing on Hand book 133 in the past, and this train ing
served as a re fresher course for them.  How ever, we have
ten new field spe cial ist hired since the first of the year,
and this was their for mally class room train ing on pack age
in spec tion.

Carol P. Ful mer, SC Dept. of Ag ri cul ture
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TENNESSEE

We in Ten nes see would like to thank Bill Brasher for as -
sum ing the po si tion of Edi tor with SWMA.

There have been many changes in Ten nes see since we
last sub mit ted in for ma tion to the News let ter.  We un for -
tu nately lost sev eral valu able em ploy ees due to a
reduction- in- force or der placed in af fect; how ever, the
vast ma jor ity of these em ploy ees were able to trans fer to
other de part ments.

Ef fec tive July 1, 1997, we be gan sta tis ti cally sam pling
re tail fuel dis pens ers to be in spected.  Much thought and
plan ning was util ized in the de vel op ment of this plan
with a tre men dous amount of as sis tance re ceived from
our USDA Sta tis ti cal Serv ices Of fice.  The adop tion of
this plan places a greater bur den on li censed serv ice in di -
vidu als and es tab lish ment own ers/man ag ers to as sure
dis pens ers are main tained in proper op er at ing con di tion.
We are in the pro cess of de vel op ing a de tailed Serv ice -
man Reg is tra tion Moni tor ing Pro gram in volv ing civil
pen al ties if needed to as sure com pli ance.

We were very for tu nate that our leg is la ture ap proved
three (3) new laws that will re place ex ist ing laws.  Our
Weights and Meas ures Act, Pub li c Weigh mas ter Act, and 
Serv ice man Reg is tra tion Act have been com pletely re -
writ ten and re flect much of the cur rent lan guage found in
H130.  There are many posi tive changes in these laws; the 
most sig nifi cant, we are now a NTEP state!

On the per son nel side of things, we would like to wel -
come Teresa Graves as our new sec re tary.  Teresa is a
long time em ployee of this de part ment and I am sure you
will en joy talk ing to her when you call.  Ed Cole man was
re cently pro moted to the po si tion of Weights and Meas -
ures Su per vi sor with a large por tion of his time be ing de -
voted to train ing and de vel op ment of poli cies and
pro ce dures.  Ed has at tended sev eral In struc tor Train ing
ses sions at NIST and has con ducted nu mer ous train ing
ses sions for both our em ploy ees and in dus try.  Mr. Jimmy 
Qualls, Weights and Meas ures In spec tor in Mid dle TN,
re cently re tired af ter many years of serv ice.  We have re -
cently hired Mr. Char les Jack son to re place him.  We
would also like to wel come Mr. Jeff Can trell and M. C.
Bevis to our staff as Weights and Meas ures In spec tors.

We have re cently had a new phone sys tem in stalled
which re sulted in new phone num bers for our staff as fol -
lows:

Rob ert Wil liams (615) 837-5109
Randy Jen nings (615) 837-5147
Ed Cole man (615) 837-5145
Tom Smith (615) 837-5159
Me trol ogy Lab (615) 937-5158
FAX (615) 837-5015

TENNESSEE will be host ing the an nual South east
Meas ure ment As sur ance Pro gram (SEMAP) the week of
March 23, 1998, in Knox ville, Ten nes see.  A pro gram
syl la bus has been sent to forty- two mem bers of state and
in dus trial labo ra to ries in hopes of hav ing a good turn out
for the Proc ess Meas ure ment As sur ance Pro gram
(PMAP) soft ware train ing.  PMAP train ing will be the
main fo cus at all re gional meet ings this year.  This train -
ing will pro vide a more uni form qual ity con trol pro cess
from state to state if im ple mented.  We ex pect a good turn 
out from all states in the South east ern United States and
en cour age all di rec tors to sup port your labo ra to ries in at -
ten dance at the re gional meet ings.  There has been some
in ter est ex pressed from the mem bers of Car ib bean Meas -
ure ment As sur ance Pro gram (CAMAP) in at tend ing and
wish to in vite any mem bers of other re gional as sur ance
pro grams to at tend.  If you have ques tions about at ten -
dance at SEMAP, please con tact Tom Smith at (615)
837-5159.

The ca pa bili ties of the labo ra tory will hope fully be in -
creased this year if ap proved by OWM.  We have ap plied
for trace abil ity in Mass II, Mass III, Length- Rigid Rule
and Small Vol ume.  There are some ar eas that we have
not been able to of fer the serv ice for in the past and wish
to let other state labo ra to ries know to help ease their
work load if needed.  We ap pre ci ate all the help from our
neigh bor ing labo ra to ries in be ing able to of fer the serv ice 
while we could not.

Tom Smith will be go ing to the Geor gia Labo ra tory in
Janu ary to re ceive train ing in the Grain Mois ture Labo ra -
tory.  These re spon si bili ties have been turned over to
Tom with the re cent re tire ment of Cath ryn Pitt man.  Tom
would ap pre ci ate any help you may be able to of fer in set -
ting up a qual ity con trol pro gram for the grain mois ture
labo ra tory.

VIRGINIA

Dur ing the past sev eral months the Vir ginia Weights and
Meas ures pro gram has been in volved in an in ves ti ga tion
and ad min is tra tive ac tion re lated to the in stal la tion of a
ve hi cle scale ex ten sion kit.  Our in ves ti ga tion to this point 
in di cates that a scale com pany rep re sented the sale of an
ex ten sion kit that is in fact noth ing more that a col lec tion
of sal vaged parts from vari ous used scales.  An ad min is -
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West Virginia

The West Vir ginia Weights & Meas ures Law which
passed in March 1994, re sulted in the re or gani za tion of
the agency.  This new law was based on the adop tion of
NIST Hand books 44, 130, and  133,  which pro vides West 
Vir ginia with a very  solid le gal in fra struc ture. 

tra tive hear ing dis cov ered the fol low ing in con sis tences
re lated to the in stal la tion of the ex ten sion in ques tion:

• The draw ings pro vided by the serv ice com pany are not
con sis tent with the de sign of the origi nal manu fac turer
for this model scale, nor are they rep re sen ta tive of the
ac tual al tera tions made to the scale.

• The ex ten sion of the scale in ques tion was ac com plished 
util iz ing used parts from sal vaged scales, which were
rep re sented as a “fac tory kit.” 

• The parts used in the as sem bly of the ex ten sion are not
con sis tent with the parts used in the ex ten sion kit de sign
of the origi nal manu fac turer.   

• Ma jor com po nents of the de vice have been al tered from
the origi nal de sign or in ap pro pri ately sub sti tuted.

It was the rul ing of the Ad min is tra tive Hear ing Of fi cer
that in or der for the serv ice agency to ob tain ap proval for
the modi fied de vice, it will be nec es sary for the serv ice
com pany to make ad di tional modi fi ca tions to the scale.
Ap proval of this de vice will be with held un til such time
as these modi fi ca tions are com pleted in ac cor dance with
all the manu fac tur er’s speci fi ca tions.  It will be nec es sary
for the serv ice com pany to ob tain prior ap proval of all
plans for the ad di tional modi fi ca tion of the scale.  If nec -
es sary on- sight vis its by the Weights and Meas ures
author ity will be con ducted to as sure that the work per -
formed agrees with the plan ap proved by this agency.
Any ex penses for time and travel to the scale lo ca tion will 
be the re spon si bil ity of the serv ice com pany.

The de ci sion of the Hear ing Of fi cer is be ing ap pealed.
An Ad ju di ca tive Con fer ence is now sched uled for late
Janu ary 1998.  

The prog ress achieved with this is sue is due in large part
to the con sid er able as sis tance has been re ceived from Mr.
David Quinn, Vice Presi dent of Serv ice Op era tions for
Fair banks Scales.  With Mr. Quinn’s as sis tance and the
as sis tance of mem bers of his staff, de tailed com pari sons
have been de vel oped that show the in con sis ten cies of the
origi nal de sign and the modi fi ca tions made to the scale. 

The pro gram is di vided into five ba sic ar eas, Ad min is tra -
tive sec tion, Scales and Na tional Type Ap proval Pro gram
(NTEP), the Com modi ties Pro gram, the Me ters and Fuel
Pro grams, and the Me trol ogy Pro gram, each ad min is tered 
by a co or di na tor. These co or di na tors are re spon si ble to
the W&M Di rec tor for the op era tion of all ac tivi ties re lat -
ing to their pro gram. The Serv ice man Reg is tra tion and
Ci ta tion Pro grams are man aged by a mem ber of the ad -
min is tra tive staff.

West Vir ginia has fifty- five coun ties which have been di -
vided into twelve ar eas each with an as signed in spec tor.
The state is fur ther di vided into three re gions each as -
signed a heavy ca pac ity test unit and two re gions each as -
signed a gaso line test unit.

Fol low ing is a brief syn op sis of what we’ve been up to:

Scales & NTEP Pro gram

Ste phen Casto, Co or di na tor for the Scales and NTEP Pro -
grams, at tended the first In struc tor Train ing on NTEP
con ducted at the Na tional In sti tute for Stan dards and
Tech nol ogy  in Gaith ers burg, Mary land. The course pro -
vided a his tory and in sight into the NTEP pro cess. The
course also in cluded vis its to Mary land’s NTEP Labo ra -
tory and  the Force Meas ure ment Group at NIST.

Dur ing the week of No vem ber 3 through 7 a train ing class
on live stock and ani mal scales was con ducted in  Wes ton,
West Vir ginia.  Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and
Meas ures (NCWM) Course 204 was used as the text by
the in struc tors, By ron School and Jesse Booth of the US
De part ment of Ag ri cul ture, Grain In spec tion, Pack ers and 
Stock yards Ad min istra tion.  At tend ing the class were
state area in spec tors, heavy ca pac ity in spec tors, and rep -
re sen ta tives of the P&SA of fices in Bed ford, Vir ginia.  

We are await ing the de liv ery of three new 25,000 pound
heavy ca pac ity test units in early spring which will re -
place our pres ent old 20,000 pound units.  Our cur rent
units are over 15 years old and have seen bet ter days.

Fu els & Me ters

Den nis Har ri son, Co or di na tor for the Me ters and Fuel
Pro gram, and sev eral area in spec tors re cently con ducted
in- depth in spec tions of gas sta tions in the north ern por -
tion of the state. This re sulted in the first crimi nal charges
be ing lev eled against an oil com pany un der the fuel qual -
ity law.   

Dur ing the past five months 465 sam ples of fuel, gaso line, 
die sel and kero sene, were taken from sta tions and dis -
tribu tors across the state.  These re sulted in seven oc tane
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fail ures for gaso line, and two flash point fail ures for die -
sel.  Ten vio la tions for ex ces sive wa ter bot toms in stor -
age tanks were also found. Area in spec tors also
docu ment vio la tions of the fire safety code which are re -
ported to the State Fire Mar shal for ap pro pri ate ac tion. 

A semi nar was con ducted in No vem ber in as so cia tion
with Kevin Jen son of Liq uid Con trol, and Su san Koontz
and Rod ney Coo per of Schlum berger/Nep tune, with
mem bers of our staff re spon si ble for the in spec tion and
test ing of Liq ue fied Pe tro leum Gas (Pro pane). This gave
our in spec tors an op por tu nity to be come fa mil iar with the 
equip ment and sys tems used by both com pa nies and gain
in sight into fu ture tech no logi cal de vel op ments.

Com modi ties

Wil liam Cobb, Co or di na tor for the Com modi ties Pro -
gram, has been con duct ing train ing with area in spec tors
in the Method of Sale and Pack age and La bel ing pro vi -
sions of Hand book 130 and pack age test ing pro ce dures
in Hand book 133.  This train ing has been con ducted in
the in spec tors area stores.  Sev eral for mal train ing classes 
are planned for the near fu ture in our ef forts to ward uni -
form ity of in spec tion pro ce dures.

The Com modi ties Pro gram re cently ob tained much
needed equip ment con sist ing of two com plete sets of
cali brated glass ware and ther mome ters from
NIST/OWM, two one gal lon test meas ures pur chased
from Mary land Weights and Meas ures, and three new
pack age check ing scales.  Fur ther ac qui si tions, in clud ing
more pack age test ing scales, are planned to up grade and
stan dard ize our equip ment.

Me trol ogy Pro gram

Dan Mace, the State Me trolo gist, suc cess fully com pleted
his In ter me di ate Me trol ogy Train ing at NIST in No vem -
ber.  A high ac cu racy Met tler floor scale (5000 X.05 lb.)
has been in stalled in the Meas ure ment Labo ra tory and is
pres ently used for cer ti fy ing test bug gies and large
weights.

Dan is pres ently con struct ing a new large vol ume test ing
area in which test meas ures up to 2000 gal lons can be cer -
ti fied, it will be op era tional in Janu ary 1998.  A labo ra -
tory as sis tant, to help in the op era tion of the labo ra tory,
and a  new small elec tronic bal ance for the Small Mass
Labo ra tory are due in the near fu ture

Ad min istra tion

Rose Long, Ad min is tra tor of the Serv ice man Reg is tra -
tion Pro gram and the Non com plaiance/Ci ta tion Pro gram, 

main tains rec ords on 515 serv ice com pa nies. Of these
com pa nies, 182 with 230 tech ni cians, are fully reg is tered
to do cali bra tions within West Vir ginia. This is an on go -
ing pro gram which tracks changes in serv ice tech ni cians
and as sur ing that each com pany has cur rently cer ti fied
test equip ment, se cu rity seals, and prop erly uses the re -
quired “Placed in Serv ice” re ports..

The Non com pli ance/Ci ta tion Pro gram in volves proc ess -
ing the  No ti fi ca tion of Non com pli ance Re ports and Ci ta -
tions is sued by in spec tors, send ing out cer ti fied let ters to
vio la tors each week,  fol low ing up on their re sponses,
mak ing nec es sary no ti fi ca tions, and as sist ing in sched ul -
ing hear ings. This year she has proc essed 437 No ti fi ca -
tions of Non com pli ance and 38 ci ta tions.

State Di rec tor Karl An gell will at tend the NCWM meet -
ings in San An to nio in Janu ary, 1998 as a mem ber of the
Laws & Regu la tions com mit tee.  Ac cord ing to Karl, the
agenda for the In terim ap pears to be very full this year.      

Pho to graphs From 

The SWMA Conference
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Note From The Edi tor

The South ern Weights and Meas ures News let ter will be
pub lished in Janu ary, April, July, and Oc to ber with the
dead lines for sub mit ting news De cem ber 20th, March 20th, 
June 20th, and Sep tem ber 20th.  Any one with news of in -
ter est to the Weights and Meas ures com mu nity may sub -
mit news, graph ics or pho to graphs for re view by the
News let ter Com mit tee.   

News and other ma te rial may be sub mit ted by mail, e-
 mail or fax.  It would be ap pre ci ated if text could be sub -
mit ted in elec tronic for mat through e- mail or com puter
disk.  Pho to graphs may be sub mit ted in the form of prints, 
digi tal im ages, 35mm slides or 35mm negatives.  The
pho to graphs in this pub li ca tion are scanned im ages from
color prints.  

The News let ter is and should be a flexi ble pub li ca tion to
meet the needs of the SWMA mem bers, we would ap pre -
ci ate your com ments and rec om men da tions on con tent,
for mat and qual ity. Sug ges tions and News may be sub -
mit ted to:

SWMA
Bill Brasher - News let ter Editor
1904 Mis sion Road
Bir ming ham, AL 35216

E- mail: wil liam.d.brasher@scsnet.com
Phone: (205) 257-7653
Fax: (205) 824-6569




