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Dear SWMA Mem bers and Friends

As the 1998 SWMA Con fer ence is rap idly ap proach ing, I 
would like to give you the in for ma tion on the lo ca tion
and rates.  The 53rd An nual Con fer ence will be held Sun -
day Oc to ber 25th through Thurs day the 29th, 1998 at the
Hil ton Ho tel in La fay ette, Lou isi ana. Res er va tions need
to be made by Oc to ber 9th, 1998. Res er va tions and ques -
tions con cern ing ac com mo da tions can be ob tained from: 

La fay ette Hil ton and Tow ers 
P. O. Box 52286
1521 Pin hook Road                                                         
La fay ette, Lou isi ana  70505
Tele phone: (318) 235-6111
           Fax: (318) 261-0311

The room rates will be $70.00, sin gle or dou ble oc cu -
pancy; $70.00   tri ple or quad.  If you would like to come
early, we have a few rooms blocked for your con ven -
ience.  

I am pleased to an nounce the fol low ing chair man ap -
point ments: 

Ad min is tra tive and Pub li c Af fairs Com mit tee
Char les Car ter, Chair man  OK
Phone: (405) 521-3864 
    Fax: (405) 521-4912

Laws and Regu la tions Com mit tee
Karl An gell, Jr., Chair man W V
Phone: (304) 722-0602
    Fax: (304) 722-0605 

Speci fi ca tions and Tol er ances Com mit tee
Rich ard Wotthlie, Chair man MD
Phone: (410) 841-5790
    Fax: (410) 841-2765 

Ex ecu tive and Nomi nat ing Com mit tee
Carol Ful mer,  Chair man SC
Phone: (803) 737-9690
    Fax: (803) 737-9703

Audit ing Com mit tee
Carol Ful mer,  Chair man SC
Phone: (803) 737-9690
    Fax: (803) 737-9690

Reso lu tions Com mit tee
Char les Burns, Jr. Chair man AL
Phone: (205) 254-2246
    Fax: (205) 254-2925

As so ci ate Mem ber ship Com mit tee
Doug Carl ton, Chair man Micro - Motion
Phone:  (800) 522-6277
    Fax:  (303) 530-8209

If there are any other top ics that need to be ad dressed,
please phone or fax your com ments to the ap pro pri ate
com mit tee chair man.  Ad di tional com mit tee ap point -
ments will be made in the near fu ture.   
Sin cerely,
Ron ald Har rell
Presi dent

AN NOUNC ING
The SWMA Web site
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SWMA Web site
http://www.swma.org

The South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion has es -
tab lished a web site that will be used as a tool to bet ter in -
form the pub li c about the ac tivi ties of SWMA and as a
work ing site for the vari ous com mit tees to post in for ma -
tion of up com ing pro posed changes and con sid era tions to 
the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures Hand -
book 44.  

Home Page
The Home Page is the lo ca tion of the SWMA Logo and
Name.  Un der the Logo is a line of col ored hy per links
that are un der lined.  By plac ing the mouse cur sor on any
of the hy per links and click ing the left mouse but ton, the
page iden ti fied by the hy per link will be down loaded
from the web site to your com puter for your re view.  

The sec ond line con tains a Mi ne Net work box with a ro -
tat ing world, a visi tor coun ter and a date. By plac ing the
cur sor on the Mi ne Net work box and click ing the left
mouse but ton, a com pletely dif fer ent web site will be
down loaded to your com puter.  On this web site, you can
view ac tivi ties and re lated web sites that may be of in ter -
est to you.  You can re turn to the SWMA web site by
click ing on the “back” but ton found in the up per menu of
your web browser or for those with netscape, click and
hold the right mouse but ton and move the cur sor to the
word “back” and re lease the right but ton. Netscape us ers
can also click the “back” but ton on the menu.

The Visi tor coun ter auto mati cally up dates each time the
SWMA home page is ac cessed.  It is pro vided as a tool to
rec ord the ac tiv ity of the site.  The date pro vides in for ma -
tion on the last time the web site was amended .  

The un der lined words on the next two lines are hy per
links to lo ca tions on the Home Page and are dif fer ent than 
the hy per links listed above that takes you to lo ca tions on
other pages within the SWMA web site.  Hy per links of fer
a fast method for mov ing di rectly to the area on the page.
An other method to view the page is to scroll down.  By
plac ing the point of the mouse cur sor on the down ar row
at the bot tom of the scroll bar on the right side of the
screen and sin gle click ing for slow move ment or click
and hold for fast move ment, the en tire page can be
viewed.  Re verse the pro cess with the ar row on top of the
scroll bar to move up.

The SWMA Mis sion State ment and Mem ber ship State -
ment are listed fol lowed by the Of fi cers, Board of Di rec -
tors and Com mit tees.

The bot tom of the page lists ad di tional hy per links to ei -
ther re turn to the top of the homepage or go di rectly to
other pages on the site.

Hy per links
Hy per links lo cated at the top of all other pages, within the
SWMA web site, are rep re sented in two dif fer ent forms.
Col ored rec tan gles with other page names and words that
are un der lined. Click ing on the rec tan gles will take you to
the page listed within the rec tan gle.   Click ing on the un -
der lined word will take you to the lo ca tion within the
same page as in di cated by the word. The In terim page will 
con tain the fi nal re port, when avail able, from each Com -
mit tee as de vel oped at the Na tional Con fer ence on
Weights and Meas ures In terim Meet ing. 

Ex ecu tive Com mit tee, Laws & Regu la tions Com mit -
tee, Speci fi ca tions & Tol er ance Com mit tee, Reso lu -
tions Com mit tee and the Ad min istra tion & Pub li c
Af fairs Com mit tee Pages 
Cur rently the above Com mit tee pages pro vide the Fi nal
Re ports of the Com mit tee’s as pub lished in Oc to ber, 1997 
at the An nual Meet ing in Hot Springs, AR.  Each com mit -
tee will be re spon si ble for pro vid ing in for ma tion to up -
date their web page.  Since we have just es tab lished the
web site, it has not yet been de ter mined how of ten each
page will be up dated or what in for ma tion will be avail able 
on each of the com mit tee pages.  The Fi nal Re port may be
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re placed with the vot ing re sults of each com mit tee at the
NCWM and could list the spe cific changes to Hnad book
44. The com mit tee may also elect to use their page to in -
form the pub li c of items un der con sid era tion for the next
An nual Meet ing of the South ern Weights and Meas ures
As so cia tion.

Con sti tu tion
Un der lined words at the top of the Con sti tu tion Page are
hy per links to spe cific ar eas of the docu ment and pro vide
easy ac cess within the Con sti tu tion.  It has not yet been
de ter mined if fu ture pro posed changes to the word ing of
the Con sti tu tion will be pro vided on the web site.

Feed back Form
The Feed back Form has been pro vided as a means for
any one to com mu ni cate with the SWMA. You can in di -
cate the type of com ment and the cate gory.  A space is
also pro vided for you to type your com ments or con cerns. 
Please com plete the in for ma tion re quested on how
SWMA can con tact you.  Click on the “Sub mit Feed -
back” rec tan gle to send your com ment to SWMA and a
con fir ma tion screen will in form you that your com ments
were suc cess fully sent.  Click on the “Re set Form” rec -
tan gle to ob tain a blank form.

News let ter
The News let ter web page rep re sents the quar terly News -
let ter mailed to SWMA mem bers of good stand ing in
Janu ary 1998.  It has not yet been de ter mined if the news -
let ter page will be con tin ued on the web site.
                                                                 
    
Your com ments and sug ges tions for the SWMA Web site
are wel comed.  

Ron ald Har rell
President

ALABAMA
We have re cently pur chased a new Mettler- Toledo Ul tra
Mi cro Bal ance with printer for the Weights and Meas ures 
Labo ra tory.  Plans are to in stall new en vi ron mental con -
trols and pos si bly re place an other of our old bal ances bef -
ore the end of this fis cal year.

We are in the pro cess of hir ing a new Heavy Duty
Weights In spec tor for South west Ala bama. This area has
been with out an in spec tor for sev eral years.

Ju ris dic tional News

We re cently hosted classes on check ing milk by NIST
Hand book 133.  The in struc tor for these classes was Ed
Cole man, Ten nes see Weights and Meas ures.  We had a to -
tal of 21 par tici pants - state regu la tory, dairy in dus try and
pack age manu fac turer rep re sen ta tives.  There were a lot
of very posi tive com ments con cern ing the classes.

Ar kan sas
Dur ing the week of March 2, 1998, Tim Chesser, Field In -
ves ti ga tor Su per vi sor, and Mark Bell, Spe cial Test ing In -
spec tor, met with Large Scale In spec tors from the
Mis sis sippi De part ment of Ag ri cul ture to wit ness an
NTEP test on a Weigh- Tronix ve hi cle scale in stalled at
Ea gle Mills, Ar kan sas. NTEP In spec tor  Bill West with
the Ohio De part ment of Weights and Meas ures su per -
vised the of fi cial in spec tion. This in spec tion gave our in -
spec tors the op por tu nity to wit ness an ac tual NTEP test.
We would like to thank Bill West for his will ing ness to
take the time to ex plain to our in spec tors in de tail the te di -
ous NTEP pro ce dure. We also ap pre ci ate the op por tu nity
to work with  Rusty Rob ins and  Tim mie Welch with Mis -
sis sippi. Our hats are off to Bill Eldridge for em ploy ing
such knowl edge able peo ple. We all cer tainly bene fit ted
from the knowl edge gained.

Three Field In ves ti ga tors, Leon Prince, Har lin Wheeler,
and Roger Fra zier, have been evalu at ing the new EPO No. 
1 (Ex ami na tion Pro ce dures Out line for Small Ca pac ity
Scales). The  field as sess ment  is part of an NCWM Ad -
min istra tion and Pub li c Af fairs Com mit tee study to
evalu ate the EPO for suit abil ity, use ful ness, and for mat
dur ing field in spec tion ac tivi ties. Our in ves ti ga tors will
sub mit writ ten evalua tions to Tom Cole man and Joan
Mindte at NIST / OWM by April 1, 1998.

Randy Burns, Grain Analy sis and Re search Labo ra tory
Tech ni cian, at tended a meet ing of the Na tional Type
Evalua tion Tech ni cal Com mit tee Sec tors for Grain Mois -
ture Me ters and Near In fra red Grain Pro tein Ana lyz ers.
The meet ing was held in Las Ve gas, Ne vada, March
14-17, 1998.

FLORIDA
The Bu reau of Weights and Meas ures has now of fi cially
adopted in regu la tion the pro ce dures found in NCWM
Pub li ca tion 19 as the stan dards for pric ing ac cu racy.  Also 
adopted are the pack age test ing pro ce dures of Hand book
133, in clud ing all four sup ple ments.  Rules adopt ing ad -
min is tra tive fines for spe cific vio la tions are cur rently be -
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ing de vel oped af ter statu tory author ity for such fines was
es tab lished dur ing the last leg is la tive ses sion.

Be gin ning in April of 1997, all pawn shops in the state
were re quired to be li censed by the Di vi sion of Con sumer 
Serv ices.  The Pawn Bro kers Act also pro hib ited pawn
shops from op er at ing be tween the hours of 10 p.m. and 7
a.m. and from mak ing auto mo bile ti tle lawns from busi -
ness in volved in pawn trans ac tions.  At the re quest of the
Di vi sion of Con sumer Serv ices, Weights and Meas ures
field in spec tors con ducted a one week sweep fo cus ing on
pawn shops to as sure com pli ance with the Pawn Act and
Hand book 44.  Over 500 pawn shops were vis ited dur ing
the week and few vio la tions of the Pawn Act were found.
How ever, over 175 scales that do not meet Hand book 44
re quire ments for com mer cial de vices were dis cov ered.
Most of the il le gal scales were found at pawn shops that
had ap plied to Con sumer Serv ices for li censes but had
never re ported their scales to Weights and Meas ures.
Weights and Meas ures will con tinue to visit pawn shops
for the next month un til all have been in spected to as sure
com pli ance with both laws.

Ad di tional fo cused in spec tion ac tivi ties are be ing
planned in an at tempt to util ize our ex ist ing re sources
more ef fec tively.  Not only can in dus try com pli ance be
bet ter de ter mined, but our pres ence in some mar ket ar eas
that have nor mally not had fre quent in spec tions as sists in
bring ing vol un tary com pli ance by busi nesses that may or
may not be aware of weigh ing and meas ur ing re quire -
ments.

Weights and Meas ures in spec tors have also been as sist -
ing Con sumer Serv ices in in spect ing auto mo tive re pair
shops and in sur vey ing busi nesses for re called items in
co op era tion with the Con sumer Prod ucts Safety Com -
mis sion.

The Weights and Meas ures law re quires that we charge
fees for me trol ogy lab cali bra tion and test ing to re cover
the ac tual costs of pro vid ing those serv ices.  For the first
time since 1994, we have had to in crease the fees to off set
higher op er at ing costs. The new fees went into ef fect
March 18.

Car los D’Arcy has been ap pointed to Field Su per vi sor in
the South Flor ida area.  Car los has been with Weights and 
Meas ures over 12 years as in spec tor and trainer.  Some
SWMA mem bers may know Car los as he has at tended
sev eral re gional train ing ses sions as well as in struc tor
train ing at NIST.  

GEOR GIA
BRENDA Whit ener, State Me trolo gist, and Tino Brad -
ford, As sis tant State Me trolo gist, at tended the SEMAP
an nual meet ing in Knox ville, TN on March 23-28, 1998.  

Due to the re cent re tail serv ice sta tion pump over-
 registering vio la tions found, Geor gia has de vel oped and
im ple mented an in spec tion pro ce dure where if 80 per cent
or more of the ac tive sta tion pumps are over reg is ter ing
(short meas ur ing) at or ex ceed ing mi nus 4 cu bic inches
the de vice shall not be con sid ered “main tained in a proper
op er at ing con di tion".  Geor gia ap pre ci ates our friends
from Gil barco Inc., Tok heim Cor po ra tion, Schlum berger
Tech nolo gies, and Wayne  Div- Dresser In dus tries for
their par tici pa tion in our re cent Feb ru ary meet ing per tain -
ing to pre domi nant er ror.  

Harry Loo sier , Weights and Meas ures Lab, has been pro -
moted to Me trolo gist II.    

The Geor gia State Fuel Oil Labo ra tory is fi nal iz ing equip -
ment pur chas ing for this year.  The labo ra tory is look ing
to ex pand its flash point ca pa bil ity by pur chas ing an ad di -
tional auto mat ic flash point tester.  Un der con sid era tion is
a small vol ume unit.  In ad di tion field and labo ra tory test
meas ures are be ing con sid ered.

The Fuel Labo ra tory cur rently is con duct ing va por pres -
sure test ing for Geor gia En vi ron men tal Pro tec tion Di vi -
sion and is look ing into the pos si bil ity of in clud ing sul fur
in gaso line test ing.  A hear ing was at tended March 20,
1998, where changes to Geor gia's air qual ity regu la tions
was pro posed.  EPD is con sid er ing add ing 30 more coun -
ties to the cur rent 13 metro At lanta coun ties re quir ing 7.0
psi va por pres sure and 150 ppm sul fur con tent dur ing the
sum mer months start ing in 1999.  The pro posal also in -
cludes low er ing the sul fur con tent to 30 ppm, lim it ing aro -
mat ics to 22% by vol ume and ole fin con tent to 4% by
vol ume ef fec tive in 2003.  These re quire ments are meant
to re duce sum mer time ozone prob lems.  As you can imag -
ine, there were many com ments re ceived from the af -
fected in dus tries.

Curt Wil liams hopes to at tend the June ASTM Pe tro leum
Com mit tee Meet ing.  Gaso line vola til ity changes will be
of ma jor con cern.
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Ken tucky
Things have been busy with the Leg is la ture  in ses sion
un til April 1. Two pieces of leg is la tion ef fect ing our di vi -
sion has passed.  An up date of the egg in spec tion law con -
cen trated on con sumer safety is sue and a re struc tur ing of
the fees for in spec tion and li cens ing. The li cense fee for
to bacco ware houses was re duced from $275 to $125.  We
use to re ceive only $25 of the $275, with the re main der
go ing to the At tor ney Gen eral.  Now we will re ceive the
en tire fee.

The Di vi sion has com pleted the first phase of im ple ment -
ing a con ver sion to Mi cro soft Ac cess op er at ing sys tem.
The sec ond phase will be gin in May and will com plete the 
con ver sion of the of fice.  We are look ing now at equip -
ping all field in spec tors with lap tops as third phase. This
is part of de part ment wide con ver sion to one op er at ing
sys tem and the net work ing of all di vi sions. 

Mi chael Baker will be at tend ing the SEMAP meet ing in
Knox ville the week of March 23, 1998.

Mary land
• A train ing class was held for our field staff at our fa cil ity 

dur ing Feb ru ary 10-13, 1998.  The ses sion on scales and
NTEP was con ducted by Pro gram Man ag ers Will
Wotthlie and An drea Buie, the ses sion on me ter ing
sys tems was con ducted by Pro gram Man ager Dick
Shock ley, the ses sion on pack ag ing & la bel ing was
con ducted by Pro gram Man ager Bob Eaves and the
ses sion on ad min is tra tive mat ters was con ducted by
Chief Lou Straub.

• Pro gram Man ager Bob Eaves as sisted Tom Cole man of
NIST pres ent an In struc tor Train ing Course on
Hand book 133 Cate gory “A” Train ing (Liq uid
Com modi ties) at the El ling ton Ag ri cul tural Cen ter,
Ten nes see Dept. Of Ag ri cul ture, Nash ville, Ten nes see
on March 1-6, 1998.  Thirty- two stu dents, rep re sent ing
31 weights & meas ures ju ris dic tions at tended.
Rep re sent ing mem bers of the South ern Weights and
Meas ures As so cia tion were Har lin “Pappy” Wheeler,
Ar kan sas; Os car Gar ri son, Geor gia; James Kemp,
Ken tucky; “Bo” Nel son, North Caro lina; David El li sor,
South Caro lina; and Ar chie “bob sled” Cor bett, Vir gin

Is lands.  Many thanks to Bob Wil liams, Ed Cole man,
Ed die Woods, “Mule” Drin non, Danny Scott and oth ers
from the Ten nes see Weights & Meas ures staff for their
hos pi tal ity.

• On March 11, 1998, An thony An der son and Leila Smith
be gan work as mem bers of our field staff.  They filled the 
va can cies cre ated by the de par ture of former in spec tors
Dave Hei der and Fred Schwal len berg.

• Me hran Alemi, who has been with our sec tion for 8 years 
as a field in spec tor and labo ra tory tech ni cian will be
leav ing our sec tion and be gin work ing for Keane, Inc., a
soft wear con sult ing firm in early April, 1998.  We will
miss Me hran, and wish him well in his new job.  As a
re sult of Me hran’s de par ture, we will now have two
va can cies in our labo ra tory. Any one out there in ter ested
in work ing in Mary land’s Weights & Meas ures
Labo ra tory?  Please call Lou.

                RECENT CIVIL PENALTIES

On Feb ru ary 10, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $250.00
for a civil pen alty as sessed against Lib erty Box N’ Save, 
Ran dall stown, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
short- weight  vio la tions found dur ing rou tine pack age in -
spec tions per formed at the store.

On Feb ru ary 12, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $500.00
for a civil pen alty as sessed against Su per Fresh #875,
Salis bury, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
short- weight vio la tions found dur ing test pur chases con -
ducted at the store.

On Feb ru ary 17, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $2,000.00
for a civil pen alty as sessed against Fresh Fields Mar ket,
An na po lis, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
short- weight vio la tions found dur ing a rou tine pack age
in spec tion per formed at the store.  This is the third civil
pen alty as sessed against this store within a 12 month pe ri -
od (to tal of $3,250.00 in civil pen al ties).

On Feb ru ary 20,1998 we re ceived pay ment of $1,000.00
for a civil pen alty as sessed against Wal mart #2514.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions
found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at
the store.



 Page 6        Southern Weights & Measures Association

MISSISSIPPI
The Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion held a press con fer -
ence at the Mis sis sippi Fair grounds in Jack son on Janu ary 
20th to an nounce its plac ing in serv ice new equip ment val -
ued at about $920,000.  

Com mis sioner Les ter Spell, Jr. backed by Weights and
Meas ures em ploy ees, made the pres en ta tion.  The con fer -
ence was at tended by rep re sen ta tives of the news me dia,
mem bers of the Mis sis sippi Sen ate and House of Rep re -
sen ta tives Ag ri cul ture Com mit tees, a number of Agri-
 Business Coun cil mem bers and staff, rep re sen ta tives
from Freight liner Truck ing Com pany, Har vey Lodge of
Cargo- Tec, Inc., and a host of friends.  

Fol low ing the press con fer ence, at tendees were in vited to 
join the Di vi sion for a de li cious cat fish lunch eon with all
the trim mings.  The lunch eon was pre pared and served by 
di vi sion and labo ra tory em ploy ees.

On Janu ary 23rd the heavy test trucks were of fi cially as -
signed to Di vi sion in spec tors.  A lit tle over an hour af ter
the ve hi cles were as signed and in a span of proba bly less
than thirty sec onds one of the 33,000 pound test trucks
was trans formed from the above like ness to the next pic -
tured to tal wreck.

The op era tor, in spec tor David Rice mi racu lously sur -
vived.  How ever, he sus tained a few pretty se ri ous bruises 
and about sev en teen stitches to his scalp.  He was able to
re turn to work af ter about two weeks re cu pera tion.

Weights and Meas ures Week.  In rec og ni tion of Na -
tional Weights and Meas ures Week, Gov er nor Kirk
Fordice pro claimed March 1-7 as “Weights and Meas ures 
Week” in Mis sis sippi.  The di vi sion mailed a press re -
lease, a copy of the Gov er nor’s proc la ma tion and a copy
of the NCWM spon sored bro chure “Get ting what you pay 
for” to all broad cast and print me dia in the state.  Dur ing
the week a press con fer ence de signed to pro mote weights
and meas ures week was held at the pub li c scale, Cen tral
Farm ers Mar ket in Jack son.  Com mis sioner Les ter Spell,
Jr. made a state ment to the press and a Weights and Meas -
ure in spec tor op er at ing one of the Di vi sion’s heavy test
units, dem on strated the test ing of the scale.  Fol low ing the 
press con fer ence, one mem ber of the news me dia ex -
pressed a de sire to pro duce a se ries on our vari ous weights 
and meas ures ac tivi ties dur ing the com ing months.

Bill Eldridge an nounces his re tire ment.  Bill Eldridge,
Di rec tor, Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion will re tire ef -
fec tive June 30, 1998.  Bill was em ployed as a Weights
and Meas ures in spec tor on Feb ru ary 1, 1973.  He came up
through the ranks, be ing pro moted to Su per vi sor in the
Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion in 1979, Weights and
Meas ures Pro gram Di rec tor in March 1984 and Weights
and Meas ures Di vi sion Di rec tor in 1994.  Bill has been
ac tive in the South ern Con fer ence hav ing served in a
number of lead er ship po si tions and as Presi dent in
1989-90 as well as be ing ac tive in the Na tional Con fer -
ence dur ing his ten ure.  He has been a sta bi liz ing force in
Mis sis sip pi’s Weights and Meas ures pro gram. His dis ci -
plined and fair lead er ship will be missed.



 Southern Weights & Measures Association      Page 7

Rus sell “Rusty” Rob bins, Jr. a Di vi sion vet eran of 22
years has been named by Com mis sioner Les ter Spell to
move into the Di rec tor’s slot fol low ing Bill’s de par ture.
Rusty be gan his ca reer as a Heavy Scale In spec tor in the
Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion.  He has worked un der
Bill’s su per vi sion since the be gin ning and has for a
number of years been des ig nated in struc tor on law, regu -
la tion and test ing pro ce dure for the heavy scale in spec -
tors.  Rusty has su per vised the pre- calibration ac tivi ties
and sched ul ing of all Di vi sion weights for labo ra tory
cali bra tion.  He has also man aged the Di vi sion of fice in
the ab sence of the Di rec tor.

Rusty is a gradu ate of Mis sis sippi State Uni ver sity and
has par tici pated in a number of weights and meas ures
semi nars over the past sev eral years.  Most re cently he at -
tended the in terim meet ing of the NCWM in San An to -
nio, TX in Janu ary, an NTEP Pro to type Test con ducted
by Wil liam West of Ohio in Ea gle Mills, Ar kan sas on
March 3rd and will at tend the Ba sic Me trol ogy Train ing
in Gaith ers burg, Mary land in April.  We are con fi dent
that Rusty will carry on the high stan dard and tra di tion of
his prede ces sor.

Meet ing/Con fer ence At ten dance:  John Till son, Di rec -
tor Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion and Rus sell Rob bins,
Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion at tended the re cent
NCWM In terim meet ing in San An to nio, Texas, Janu ary
11-15th. Field Su per vi sor Timmy Welch and Rus sell Rob -
bins at tended the March 3rd  NTEP Pro to type Test Con -
ducted by Wil liam West, Su per vi sor, Weights and
Meas ures, Ohio De part ment of Ag ri cul ture in Ea gle
Mills, Ar kan sas.

Ms. Ena Gus ta vius, As sis tant State Me trolo gist, at tended
the March 23-27th South east ern Meas ure ment As sur ance
Pro gram (SEMAP) in Knox ville, TN.

Ms. Gus ta vius and Mr. Rob bins are sched uled to at tend
the Ba sic Me trol ogy Train ing Semi nar in Gaith ers burg,
MD, April 13-24th.

Con sumer Pro tec tion solves a long stand ing prob lem:
Though not a big one as prob lems go, but a nag ging one
none the less for the Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion was
re cently re solved.  Di vi sion Di rec tor John Till son said
“For sev eral years we have searched for an equip ment
car rier with a work ta ble that would ac com mo date weight 
kits, scales and other in spec tion equip ment and would be
adapt able for use in re tail food stores, malls, etc.  We had
re ceived sev eral es ti mates on cus tom de signed carts but
they were cost pro hibi tive and still did not meet the needs
of the field staff.  In Janu ary of this year, we found and

are now us ing, in our field ap pli ca tions, what is ac tu ally
an ad just able TV-VCR ta ble.  The ta bles were much less
ex pen sive than the cus tom de signed mod els.  It has five
height ad just ments, from 26” to 42”, with three shelves,
lock ing wheels and ap proxi mately a 300- pound weight
ca pac ity.  They look more pro fes sional than us ing a gro -
cery cart with a bread tray, etc. and our field per son nel are
com ment ing that this was one of the best pur chases we
have made.”

The pur chase of the ad just able ta bles was one ef fort to in -
crease pro duc tiv ity and ef fi ciency while mini miz ing back 
in ju ries re lat ing to the per form ance of weights and meas -
ures work.  An other ef fort to re duce in jury has been the
pur chase of in dus trial lum bar sup ports to fur ther re duce
the pos si bil ity of back in jury.

Pe tro leum Di vi sion pre vails, ad min is tra tive pen alty
af firmed:  In Sep tem ber 1997, an ad min is tra tive hear ing
was held to con sid er charges that a pe tro leum dealer had
on at least two oc ca sions sold gaso line la beled 93 oc tane
when, by labo ra tory analy sis the prod uct was found to be
88 oc tane or be low.  An ad min is tra tive fine of $1,000 was
as sessed. The dealer ap pealed the fine.  On March 2nd the
ap peal was heard by the Pe tro leum Ap peals Board. Fol -
low ing sev eral hours of tes ti mony, the Ap peals Board
made up of a des ig nee for the Com mis sioner of Ag ri cul -
ture and Com merce, a des ig nee for the presi dent of the
Mis sis sippi Pe tro leum Mar ket ers As so cia tion and a rep -
re sen ta tive of the At tor ney Gen eral, ruled in fa vor of the
Di vi sion and af firmed the as sess ment of the ad min is tra -
tive fine.

NORTH CAROLINA
Our price scan ning in spec tion pro gram con tin ues to be a
top pri or ity.  Last year the Stan dards Di vi sion in spected
the price scan ning sys tems in over 1100 North Caro lina
stores.  To in spect the ever in creas ing number of stores
go ing to price scan ning, we have in sti tuted a pro gram to
in spect cer tain stores (even in dus tries) based on their his -
tori cal track rec ord.  For ex am ple, we have de cided to per -
form price scan ning in spec tions in gro cery stores on an
every other year ba sis. This ap proach per mits us to put the 
high est pri or ity on those stores and in dus tries which are
show ing the high est over charge er ror rates.  This in spec -
tion scheme re quires us to break some long- standing hab -
its and look at our in spec tion pro cess in a much dif fer ent
light.  How ever, in a fast grow ing state and with lit tle like -
li hood of add ing more staff, we must look for ways to get
the big gest bang for our buck. 

It’s not good enough to just per form in spec tions and re -
port the re sults.  Oc ca sion ally you must take stronger ac -
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tion.  In March the North Caro lina De part ment of
Ag ri cul ture and Con sumer Serv ices col lected a civil pen -
alty of $1500 from the CVS Cor po ra tion for over charge
price scan ning er rors at a Fay et teville, North Caro lina
Revco Store.  An in spec tion in Janu ary found 13 over -
charge scan ning er rors from an in spec tion lot of 300
items.  This was the third in spec tion at this lo ca tion in
which the over charge er ror rate had ex ceeded 2 per cent.

We have de cided to par tici pate in the lat est milk sur vey.
One of our train ers has at tended the OWM train the
trainer school on liq uid prod ucts.  Prior to start ing the
milk in spec tion pro gram, we plan to get all weights and
meas ures in spec tors to gether to en sure that eve ry one un -
der stands the test ing pro cess.  It’s criti cal that all of us
(that means weights and meas ures in spec tors through out
the coun try) per form in spec tions in a uni form man ner.

Ad di tional train ing will oc cur later in the year.  In May,
gaso line and oil in spec tion per son nel will re ceive train -
ing on elec tronic me ter cali bra tion and re fresher train ing
on the en vi ron mental in spec tions we per form for the De -
part ment of En vi ron ment and Natu ral Re sources.  With
the dead line for com ply ing with un der ground tank stan -
dards less than one year away, each in spec tor is re ceiv ing 
more and more ques tions about what must be done to put
tanks in com pli ance.  In June the heavy duty scale in spec -
tors will un dergo a re fresher course on large ca pac ity and
live stock scales.  Also in the month, ve hi cle tank me ter
cali bra tors will gather in Char lotte to re ceive train ing on
new me ter prov ing sys tems, such as com pact prov ers.
Fol low ing the Na tional Con fer ence in July, re tail weights 
and meas ures in spec tors will re ceive train ing on changes
to Hand book 44.  Sprin kled into all train ing op por tu ni ties 
are ses sions on em ployee safety and cer tain poli cies of
the de part ment and di vi sion.  We spend a great deal on
money and time on train ing.  We think the bene fits of a
well- trained staff off set the costs.

New em ploy ees have re cently joined the pro gram.  They
seem to be adapt ing to our style of do ing things.  We are
con fi dent they will be come ef fi cient weights and meas -
ures in spec tors. Al though many ju ris dic tions have
women in spec tors, our ef forts to at tract women have not
got ten very far.  One of the new in spec tors is fe male.  We
hope we have now bro ken through the gen der bar rier.

The Stan dards Labo ra tory will soon un dergo a lit tle reno -
va tion.  The chil ler for the labo ra tory and the HVAC sys -
tem in the small mass lab will be re placed.  We have been
as sured that the work will go smoothly with a mini mum
of dis rup tion to our op era tions.  Right!  LF is plan ning on
Mur phy’s Law rear ing its ugly head once the proj ect be -
gins.  If all goes ac cord ing to plan, we should be able to

more closely con trol tem pera ture through out the en tire
build ing and es pe cially in the small mass lab.

Bids are out to pur chase a modi fied Mettler- Toledo
KG3000 scale to test weight carts.  Our sys tem will be
based on one used in Michi gan.  A com plete re port on our
sys tem will be in fu ture edi tions of the news let ter.

In prior news let ters we have men tioned prob lems with air
bub bles in wa ter when we test and cali brate five gal lon
test meas ures.  Af ter much talk we are fi nally on the verge
of in stall ing a wa ter hold ing tank which will serve as a
“set tling tank” to re move the air bub bles.  There is even
talk of tak ing the sys tem on the road when we travel to
vari ous cit ies to cali brate the test meas ures used by pri -
vate tech ni cians.  We will pro vide pe ri odic re ports on how 
the sys tem is work ing.

Van, Sharon, and Glen plan to at tend the SEMAP meet ing 
in Knox ville.  Glen has just re turned from the in ter me di -
ate me trol ogy train ing at NIST and if all goes well, we
hope to send our new est me trolo gist, Tal An der son, to the
ba sic me trol ogy semi nar in April.  

SOUTH CAROLINA
Two new mass com para tors are be ing pur chased for our
Me trol ogy Lab.  One of these will have a ca pac ity of 600
kg and will hope fully speed up our cali bra tions of large
mass stan dards.  The other has a 110 gram ca pac ity and
will fill a void in the elec tronic bal ances that we have in
our small mass lab.  John Pugh and Rob ert McGee will be
at tend ing the SEMAP meet ing in Knox ville, Ten nes see.
We have pur chased a new com puter to run the PMAP soft -
ware be ing pro vided to state labs by NIST and hope fully
the train ing at this meet ing will be very bene fi cial.

With the warmer weather ap proach ing, we have in spected 
the net con tents of pack ages of bark mulch at our two larg -
est pack ers.  We found all the dif fer ent lots in spected at
these to plants to av er age more than the la beled net con -
tents.  Fur ther in spec tions of bark mulch will be con -
ducted at the re tail level as time per mits.  The in creased
in spec tions of bark mulch over the last cou ple of years has 
had an im pact the per cent age found out of com pli ance.

The com puter sys tems in the Con sumer Sevices Di vi sion
have been up dated, and we now have the ca pa bil ity to re -
ceive and send E- mail and ac cess the Inter net from our
own of fices.  We are mak ing prog ress here in South Caro -
lina. Our E- mail ad dress is ei ther: 
Con serv@scda.state.sc.us
ful mer@scda.state.sc.us.



 Southern Weights & Measures Association      Page 9

Ten nes see
Ed Cole man, Weights and Meas ures Su per vi sor, re cently
at tended the In struc tors Train ing for Re tail Com put ing
Scales ses sion in Mary land.  He is also sched uled to be in
at ten dance for a simi lar ses sion in April re gard ing re tail
fuel dis pens ers.  We strongly feel the in struc tor train ing
ses sions are very valu able and should be con tin ued if ade -
quate fund ing is avail able.  We were also able to send
Danny Scott to In struc tor Train ing for NTEP which was
very valu able to us as we re cently be came a NTEP state.
Tina, Dick, Juana, Tom, and Ken should be con gratu lated 
as their hard and dedi cated work in their ar eas of ex per -
tise has en abled in struc tor train ing to be suc cess ful.

March 23-27, 1998 will find Ten nes see host ing the an -
nual SEMAP meet ing at the Knox ville Hil ton, Knox ville, 
Ten nes see.  Our Me trolo gist, Tom Smith, has re ported
count less hours in co or di nat ing and plan ning this meet -
ing.  Tom re ports that he ex pects a large turn out with the
high light be ing a tour of the me trol ogy labo ra tory and re -
lated fa cili ties at Lockheed- Martin En ergy Sys tems in
Oak Ridge, TN.  Tom is also serv ing as Chair man of
SEMAP this year and we are all very ex cited about his ac -
tivi ties in SEMAP.

Tom Smith re cently vis ited the Geor gia Weights and
Meas ures Labo ra tory to learn more about their grain
mois ture me ter in spec tion pro gram.  As one of his many
du ties, Tom is re spon si ble for the op era tion and co or di na -
tion of this pro gram.  We would like to thank the State of
Geor gia, es pe cially Brenda Whit ener, for al low ing Tom
to visit the lab and for the knowl edge and ex per tise she
shared with Tom.

We re cently took de liv ery of a Met tler KB50 bal ance to
be used pri mar ily for tol er ance test ing and cali bra tion of
larger stan dards.  Hope fully, as fund ing be comes avail -
able, we will be able to ex pand into other ar eas of me trol -
ogy.

Pre limi nary data from sta tis ti cal sam pling of re tail fuel
dis pens ers has in di cated that we are fo cus ing on the dis -
pens ers that should be se lected to be tested. Hope fully,
this sta tis ti cally valid pro gram will al low us to greatly re -
duce the number of dis pens ers we test while main tain ing
or re duc ing the re jec tion rate based on prior years data.
Randy Jen nings and Bob Wil liams will be happy to share
the pro to col of this pro gram if any one is in ter ested along
with pre limi nary data. We are ex cited about this pro gram
as it al lows us to use our scarce re sources in other ar eas
where they may be needed.

Ten nes see was for tu nate in be ing able to host the In struc -
tor Train ing Class for Hand book 133 on March 2-6, 1998, 
at the El ling ton Ag ri cul tural Cen ter, Nash ville, TN.  Tom
Cole man and Bob Eaves pre sented an ex cel lent pro gram
to those in at ten dance.  It is very evi dent tat Tom and Bob
have spent a tre men dous amount of time “Prac tic ing
What They Preach” as their pres en ta tion was well pre -
pared and shared with the group in a clear and con cise
man ner.  One of the many high lights of this ses sion was
the “Vir gin Is land Bob sled Team’s” ap pear ance.  This
team was an chored by Ar chie Cor bett and who ever had
the nerve to share a ride with him.  We would also like to
thank Michi gan’s Mike Pinagel for the timely and in for -
ma tive ses sion of “How To Speak South ern” along with
Ha waii’s Di ane Ya ma mo to’s ren di tion of sev eral south -
ern terms.  These side events proved to be very bene fi cial
to the group while boost ing “mo rale.”

On the lighter side, we were re cently con tacted by Un ion
Uni ver sity, Jack son, TN to meas ure an ap proxi mately
175 foot long cake they baked to cele brate their 175th an -
ni ver sary.  The uni ver sity sub mit ted our data to the Guin -
ness Book of World Re cords for veri fi ca tion and
pub li ca tion.

Randy Jen nings is sched uled to at tend the Cen tral
Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion meet ing in May in
Co lum bus, Ohio to pres ent his Pre mium Die sel Work ing
Group re port and find ings.  He will also be avail able for
ques tions on this very im por tant and timely mat ter.
Randy was also able to sched ule Mr. Cur tis Mul ler of
SGS Con trol Serv ices, to pres ent a one day train ing ses -
sion to our field staff on haz ard ous ma te rial han dling of
pe tro leum prod ucts as it re lates to our pe tro leum in spec -
tion pro gram.  This was an ex cel lent ses sion and we
would highly rec om mend a simi lar train ing ses sion to any 

TEXAS 
We hope that those who at tended the In terim Meet ing in
San An to nio had a great time and found the food to be fla -
vor ful and the weather co op era tive.  Though there were
no 90 de gree days, the tem pera ture was pleas ant.

The Texas De part ment of Ag ri cul ture is un der go ing an
ef fort to have a Pri va ti za tion Pro gram in place for some
sec tor of the weights and meas ures de vices reg is tered in
the state.  TDA has over 225,000 de vices in the state by
privia tiz ing it is be leived that a more ef fi ci ent means of
in spect ing these de vices will be acheived.  In ad di tion to
the follow- up of the pri vate in spec tors, the de part ment
will be able to util ize its staff to per form in spec tions of
pack ages and con duct price veri fi ca tion in spec tions and
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con cen trate on in creas ing the com pli ance rate in those ar -
eas.  A spe cial thanks to Con stan tine Cot so ra dis In Kan -
sas for the as sis tance he has pro vided.

TDA is in the pro cess of de vel op ing a new price veri fi ca -
tion in spec tion plan which would al low our in spec tors to
per form the most re cent in spec tion pro ce dure as in di cated 
in NIST Hand book 130 with the hand- held scan ners
rather than col lect ing all 50 to 100 items for sam pling.
Some dis cus sion has risen over the ba sis for fund ing the
pro gram by ei ther im ple ment ing a fee for the in spec tion
or col lect a fee from each out let based the number of scan -
ners used.  Any ad vice in this area would be greatly ap pre -
ci ated.

Script writ ers are now be ing util ized by TDA in spec tors
for weights and meas ures in spec tions.  The Script writer
al lows the in spec tor to print in for ma tion on an in spec tion
re port and be cause of the char ac ter rec og ni tion ca pa bil ity
of the pad, the in for ma tion is sent di rectly to TDA's In te -
grated Li cens ing Sys tem. The in spec tor ap pre ci ates the
abil ity of the Script writer to con tain es sen tial li cens ing
in for ma tion of an out let rather than be ing forced to call
from a lo ca tion each time to re quest li cens ing in for ma -
tion.   Time is saved on the ad min is tra tive side by pre vent -
ing the need for per son nel to data en ter each in spec tion
re port and be cause the ac cu racy is much greater. 
 
TDA is also in the de vel op men tal stages of its oc tane
sam pling pro gram.  The pre limi nary plan would al low the 
in spec tor to col lect a sam ple and send it to a lab for analy -
sis rather than us ing a hand- held oc tane ana lyzer.  The
leg is la ture has given TDA the author ity to con duct such
in spec tions and once fund ing is re ceived, the rules will be 
pub lished and the pro gram im ple mented.

TDA has seen a great im prove ment in the com pli ance rate 
of dairy prod ucts.  Since the ini tial Milk Study, TDA has
trained nearly 100 qual ity as sur ance per son nel and plant
man ag ers from over 10 dair ies in the state.  Our com pli -
ance rate risen by al most 40 per cent in that time.

TDA has re cently pur chased 4 - 100 gal lon prov ers to be
used for those liq uid meas ur ing de vices that have a maxi -
mum flow rate of over 25 gal lons per minute.

West Vir ginia
It was a real pleas ure to re ceive the Janu ary, 1998 is sue of 
the SWMA News let ter, it was in ter est ing and in for ma -
tive. Bill Brasher did an ex cel lent job and de serves con -
gratu la tions. Now all we have to do is sup port him by
keep ing the state news pour ing into his of fice.

West Vir ginia Weights and Meas ures lost a valu able as set
last fall when Gyp sie Dod son re tired.  Gyp sie had been
with weights and meas ures for twenty - two years and was
the rock on which we all de pended, in clud ing the Com -
mis sioner of La bor,  the Di rec tor, the field in spec tors and
the pub li c.  No mat ter what the ques tion, on what sub ject
was asked, Gyp sie had the an swer. She left us and is now
liv ing in Myr tle Beach with her hus band Phil and plan -
ning a sec ond ca reer as a “head - popper” on a shrimp boat.
Need less to say she left a bunch of con fused, lost peo ple.
Al though she did her best to train her re place ments, we
never really re al ized just how im por tant she was to us.
Now af ter six months things are be gin ning to set tle down
and run a lit tle smoother, but it'll never be the same...

The em pha sis in Weights and Meas ures is on the in spec -
tors and their ac tivi ties.  We  some times for get that a well
trained and equipped in spec tor is the ba sis of any solid
W&M pro gram. How far would our pro grams get with out
them?  
 
We have been very busy with our plans for up dat ing
equip ment and pro grams in or der to bet ter serve the pub -
lic.  Karl An gell, Di rec tor of Weights and Meas ures, sub -
mit ted a pro posed budget, which was ac cepted by
Gov er nor Ce cil Un der wood, and adopted into his pro -
gram for the fu ture year. 

Pre sent plans in clude the rea lign ment of ar eas from the
pres ent twelve ar eas to ap proxi mately six teen with new
in spec tors as signed to the new ar eas. The new in spec tors
will be equipped with new ve hi cles and equip ment. Per -
son nel will also be hired for the labo ra tory, and the ad min -
is tra tive sec tion.  Plans for com pre hen sive train ing of the
new in spec tors, and con tinu ing train ing for the pres ent in -
spec tors,  are be ing fi nal ized.

By the mid dle of 1998 we will be scan ning all re ports onto 
op ti cal la ser discs which will give us rapid ac cess to the
in for ma tion, re sult ing in the elimi na tion of about twenty
fil ing cabi nets. Plans are be ing fi nal ized for the con struc -
tion of a large dedi cated train ing fa cil ity at our Weights &
Meas ures com plex.  This fa cil ity will be dedi cated to on -
go ing train ing for both in spec tors and state serv ice tech ni -
cians.

The three W&M Pro gram Co or di na tors hap pily took de -
liv ery of new Jeep Chero kees re cently.  They had been
driv ing older leased ve hi cles which were ready to be re -
tired.  Also, the im mi nent de liv ery of three new heavy ca -
pac ity test units is ea gerly an tici pated by their fu ture
op era tors.
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The Com modi ties Pro gram has ac cepted bids on five new 
scales for use in the pack age in spec tion pro gram, and is
await ing de liv ery of these units.. This will al low our pres -
ent staff to be equipped with state - of - the - art equip ment.
Plans are in place for our par tici pa tion the FTC Milk Sur -
vey to be con ducted in late March.  

Dan Mace, the State Me trolo gist, is mak ing great steps in
up grad ing the labo ra tory pro gram and equip ment.  He has 
re quested bids on two elec tronic ana lyti cal bal ances to re -
place the forty year old me chani cal bal ances pres ently in
use.  Dan says with the in creased number of cali bra tions
he is called on to per form, these new bal ances will en able
his staff to per form qual ity cali bra tions in a time ef fi cient
man ner.

Other News

Joint Con fer ence
News from the Cen tral Weights and Meas ures As so cia -
tion: Ohio is pleased to host a joint Cen tral and North east
Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion Con fer ence in Co -
lum bus May 3-7, 1998.  The joint meet ing will be a
unique op por tu nity for the two re gions to par tici pate in
dis cus sion of na tional is sues in prepa ra tion for the Na -
tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures (NCWM) in
July.  The Cen tral North east Con fer ence will rep re sent
twenty- one states and Puerto Rico and will be at tended by 
rep re sen ta tives of the NCWM, Na tional In sti tute of Stan -
dards and Tech nol ogy (NIST), and in dus try rep re sen ta -
tives of the weights and meas ures com mu nity.

The meet ing will be held at the Radis son North Con fer -
ence Cen ter.  A room block is be ing held in the Cen tral
and North east Weights and Meas ures As so cia tions’ name 
and room rates are $72 -$76, sin gle to quad, plus 15.75%
tax.  There is no charge for park ing or shut tle serv ice to
and from the air port.  Shut tle serv ice can be pre ar ranged
when you make your room res er va tions by call ing (614)
846-0300.  The reg is tra tion fee for the meet ing is $100.00 
and may be pre paid by check pay able to the CWMA.  Ho -
tel res er va tions and Con fer ence reg is tra tion should be
made by April 15, 1998. 

NISA Spring Meet ing
The An nual Spring Tech ni cal Con fer ence of the Na tional
In dus trial Scale As so cia tion will be April 26-27, 1998 at
the Ra mada Inn across from the Opra land Ho tel in Nash -
ville, TN.  Pre- register for the meet ing with Leon C. Van -
Zant, Sec re tary/Treas urer, P.O. Box 6234, Pan ama City,
FL 32404-0234  (904) 871-4544  Fax: (904) 874-1166 .
Reg is tra tion fee for NISA and AREA Mem bers is $ 85.00

USD,  Non - Members (In cludes 1998 Mem ber ship)
$150.00 USD.

Pre- register for rooms with Ra mada at $79.00 per night
prior to the cut off date of April 1, 1998. Af ter the cut off
date the room rate will be $81.00 a night.  Please in di cate
that you are mak ing your room res er va tions for the NISA
Meet ing.  Six teen rooms are blocked for Sat ur day night,
thirty rooms for Sun day night, 60 rooms for Mon day
night and 15 rooms for Tues day night. Rooms that are not
re served by April 1, 1998 will be re leased.  At tendees
should call Ra mada at (800) 272-6232 or call the Ra mada
Inn di rect at (615) 889-0800.

The Ra mada Inn of fers Brileys Res tau rant serv ing break -
fast, lunch and din ner ever day.  The cur rent price for the
break fast buf fet is $4.95 and the lunch buf fet is $5.95.
Ho tel ameni ties in clude com pli men tary shut tle from the
air port, room serv ice, gift shop, in door pool, sauna, whirl -
pool and new health spa. 

At trac tions near the ho tel in clude: The Nash ville Pal ace;
Mu sic Val ley Wax Mu seum; Mu sic Val ley Car Mu seum;
Shot gun Red’s Col lec tions; Wil lie Nel son & Friends Mu -
seum; Mu sic Val ley Shop ping Cen ter; Fac tory Stores of
Amer ica; The Grand Ole Opry; and the Opry land Theme
Park.

Other Con cur rent Meet ings With NISA: 
Ameri can Rail road En gi neer ing As so cia tion (AREA)
Com mit tee 34 Work groups will meet on Sun day af ter -
noon, April 26, 1998 from 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.   AREA
Com mit tee 34 will meet Mon day, April 26, 1998 from
8:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon and the NISA meet ing starts at
1:00 P.M.

NTEC Com mit tee
Belt - Conveyor Scale Sys tems Sec tor

The NTEC, Belt - Conveyor Scale Sys tems Sec tor is in the
pro cess of pre par ing a Na tional Ex ami na tion Pro ce dure
Out line (EPO). The fol low ing sched ule of events were
es tab lished at the meet ing on No vem ber 4-5, 1997.

Draft Com ments                                                            Feb. 1, 1998

Com ments in cor po rated to 
cre ate fi nal draft                                                            May 1, 1998

Tech ni cal ad vi sor sends fi nal
draft out for bal lot                                                       May 15, 1998

Mem bers re spond to bal lot                         June 1, 1998                



 Page 12        Southern Weights & Measures Association

If ma jor ity vote sup ports draft, fi nal
ver sion sent to A&P Com mit tee 
for con sid era tion.                                           July 1, 1998

If no ma jor ity vote sup ports draft,
the fi nal ver sion will be sent back 
to the sec tor for re view again.                                   Fall 1998

 “The South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion
is a cor po ra tion or gan ized as a not for profit busi -
ness league un der sec tion 501(c)(6) of the In ter nal
Reve nue Code.  The SWMA News let ter is pub lished 
quar terly.  An nual dues are $25.  Mem ber ship in -
quir ies should be di rected to N. David Smith,
SWMA Secretary- Treasurer, NC De part ment of
Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Serv ices, PO Box 27647,
Ral eigh, NC 27611.”

News may be sub mit ted to SWMA, Bill Brasher-
News let ter Edi tor, 1904 Mis sion Road
Bir ming ham, AL  35216  
E- mail: wil liam.d.brasher@scsnet.com 

Stuck In An Ele va tor

This morn ing I went by the of fice to pick up pa pers
needed to com plete some work for Mon day.  As I was
leav ing, the ele va tor sud denly jolted and came to an
abrupt stop.  I thought “great its Sat ur day, I hope some -
one is around.”  Af ter try ing to call sev eral times on the
ele va tor phone, a voice fi nally an swered.  I ex plained that 
I was stuck in the ele va tor and he re plied “well that's not
good.”  He wanted to know which ele va tor I was on and
what floor was it on.   I ex plained that I had left four teen
on the way down but the in di ca tor was read ing eight een.
He said that he would be there in less than two min utes.
Later I be gan hear ing the sound of ele va tor doors open ing 
and clos ing as they came closer to my lo ca tion.  It was not 
long un til I heard a door above me open, then the in side
doors opened and could see the main te nance man.  The
ele va tor was stuck be tween 13 & 14 with about a 24"
open ing at the top.  He in di cated that he would get a lad -
der so that I could crawl out, he closed the doors and left.

Af ter what seemed like an eter nity with a very ac tive
imagi na tion, he re turned.   I ask him if there was a chance
that the ele va tor could move while I was crawl ing out and 
cut me in half.  He said yes there was a chance and maybe
we should not at tempt to get out this way.  In fact the ele -
va tor could even fall.  Now that made me feel really good.

He called for an ele va tor re pair man and was told that it
would be at least 30 min utes bef ore help could ar rive.
The main te nance man then said he would try to lower the
ele va tor to the next floor.  He closed the doors and pro -
ceeded to get on top of the ele va tor and from what I felt,
he be gan jump ing up and down. Af ter a lot of shak ing,
eve ry thing be came quite and still ex cept for my heart
which was still rac ing.  The sound of the out side doors
open ing was a wel come change to break the si lence.
When the in side doors opened, the ele va tor had moved
and now we had a 24" open ing to floor be low.  The main -
te nance man said that he stopped be cause if the ele va tor
fell, he did not want to be on the top of it.  It would also
look bad on the re port if he were squished.  I fig ured he
must have taken classes on how to com fort peo ple in dis -
tress.  I thanked him for his at tempt and in di cated that I

would pre fer to wait on the re pair man.  The doors closed
again and we be gan the long wait.

Af ter what seemed like hours, most likely 30 min utes,  the 
doors opened again and the re pair man said “we need to
get you out of here.”  What an un der state ment!  He then
got on top of the ele va tor and start ing jump ing up and
down on it.  He jacked the doors open and closed a cou ple
of times and I could feel the ele va tor mov ing.  I gath ered
up all my be long ing, which were scat tered all over the
ele va tor floor by this time, and was ready to bolt out of the 
door if it opened any where near floor level.  

A deathly si lence fell over the area.  I could not hear any -
one talk ing or mov ing around. Then I heard the out side
doors open ing,  then a lot of noise out side the in ner doors.
I thought, what now, are the doors stuck.  Fi nally the
doors opened and I could see that the floor of the ele va tor
was about 30" above the 13th floor, with out hesi tat ing I
was through the door into the arms of the main te nance
man, the re pair man and a new per son. It was a guard who
proba bly did n't want to miss any of the ex cite ment.  It
seemed longer but the whole ex pe ri ence took about an
hour.

They said that I could walk down or take one of the other
ele va tors.  Since my knee was not feel ing all that good, I
elected to take one of the other ele va tors.  The guard rode
down with me and said that he had been caught be tween
floors in these ele va tors bef ore and it was not a good ex -
pe ri ence.  I think he may have been try ing to com fort me
but all it did was to make think of my next ele va tor ride on 
Mon day morn ing.  It feels good to be out of that ele va tor
and really good to be at home.  I may even think twice
about go ing to the of fice on the week end, well maybe not.

Bill Brasher




