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Dear South ern Con fer ence Mem bers

Have you made plans to at tend the SWMA con fer ence in La -
fay ette, Lou isi ana in Oc to ber yet?  There will be many things
to do and see, not to men tion the fan tas tic food na tive to the
area, so bring your en tire fam ily.

As many of you know, Mr. Bill Eldridge, Di rec tor of the
Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion in Mis sis sippi is re tir ing this
month.  His ex per tise and con tri bu tions to the South ern
Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion will be greatly missed and
will not be soon for got ten.  Con gratu la tions on your re tire ment
Bill, and for a job well done.

The com mit tee mem bers for the Oc to ber con fer ence are listed
in this news let ter edi tion.  If any in for ma tion is in cor rect, do
not hesi tate to call, mail or fax the change to me as soon as pos -
si ble so cor rec tions can be made promptly.

Sug ges tions for the Fall meet ing or top ics that need to be ad -
dressed at the Di rec tors Round ta ble are most wel come.  Look -
ing for ward to see ing you in La fay ette !

Sin cerely,
Ron nie Har rell

53rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE

South ern Weights & Meas ures As so cia tion
La fatette, Loui sana
Oc to ber 24-28, 1998

1998 Com mit tees 

Ad min istra tion and Pub li c Af fairs Com mit tee

Stead man Hol lis AL 1998 334-240-7133
Chair man

Char les D. Car ter OK 1999 405-521-3864
Jerry Flan ders GA 2000 404-656-3605
Da mon Slay don TX 2001 512-463-7659
John Till son MS 2002 601-359-1148

Laws and Regu la tions Com mit tee

N. David Smith NC 1998 919-733-3313
Chair man

Karl H. An gell, Jr. WV 1999 304-722-0602
Louis E. (Lou) Straub MD 2000 410-841-5790
Bob Wil liams TN 2001 615-837-5190
Mike Hile AR 2002 501-570-1159

Speci fi ca tions and Tol er ance Com mit tee

Rich ard W. (Bill) Wotthlie MD 1998 410-841-5790
Chair man

Ron Mur dock NC 1999 919-733-3313
Tim Chesser AR 2000 501-570-1159
Randy Wise KY 2001 502-564-4870
Ken Fraley OK 2002 405-321-3864

Ext. 370
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Ju ris dic tional News

ALABAMA

The Ala bama De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and In dus tries is re -
cruit ing for the fol low ing po si tion:

Heavy Duty Weights and Meas ures In spec tor

Sal ary:  $19,180 - $29,172  — Sal ary to in crease by 8% on Sep -
tem ber 12, 1998.

Quali fi ca tions:  High school di ploma or equiva lent and three
years ex pe ri ence in stall ing, cali brat ing and re pair ing heavy
weight scales, such as, stock yard, poul try and truck scales,
must hav e a valid CDL li cense to drive big trucks.

Lo ca tion:  One va cancy in the dis trict which in cludes Mo bile
and one an tici pated va cancy in North east Ala bama in clud ing
An nis ton, Bir ming ham, and Gads den.

Call (334) 240-7120 for ap pli ca tion and in for ma tion.  Ap pli ca -
tions must be filed with the State Per son nel De part ment by July 
24, 1998.  State Per son nel will es tab lish a reg is ter of quali fied
ap pli cants from which we will make our se lec tion.

The De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and In dus tries is an Equal Op -
por tu nity Em ployer.

ARKANSAS

The week of March 1-6, Har lin Wheeler, Field Su per vi sor, at -
tended an instructor- training course hosted by the Ten nes see
De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and the Na tional In sti tute of Stan -
dards and Tech nol ogy (NIST) in Nash ville, Ten nes see.  The
course pro vided in struc tion on the proper method of test ing
com modi ties in liq uid form.  Upon his re turn, Har lin con ducted 
a train ing semi nar for our field in ves ti ga tors.

Dur ing the week of April 20-24, Roger Fra zier, Field Su per vi -
sor, at tended an instructor- training course hosted by NIST in
Fre der ick, Mary land.  The class pro vided in struc tor cer ti fi ca -
tion in the area of Re tail Mo tor Fuel Dis pens ers and Con soles.
Roger will be teach ing a class in the near fu ture for our field
per son nel.

Ad di tion ally, Roger will be par tici pat ing in a joint Fed -
eral/State- sponsored in struc tor train ing course the week of
June 21-23.  The course, “Ex ami na tion Pro ce dure for Price
Veri fi ca tion”, will be held at the Ten nes see De part ment of Ag -
ri cul ture in Nash ville.  The In struc tors are Ken Butcher,
NIST/OWM, Tom Cole man, NIST/OWM, and Lou ise Jung,
FTC, Di vi sion of En force ment.

Ken Wheeler, Train ing Of fi cer, with the Ohio De part ment of
Ag ri cul ture, Di vi sion of Weights and Meas ures, con ducted a
train ing course on Ve hi cle and Axle- Load Scales for our field
per son nel the week of June 8-12.  The train ing course was held
in Lit tle Rock.  We are ap pre cia tive of Ken for an ex cep tional
and very ef fec tive class.  He is cer tainly a fine am bas sa dor for
the State of Ohio.  Our com mit ment to for mal in struc tion and
train ing re mains an es sen tial part of our over all Weights and
Meas ures Pro gram.

We are in the pro cess of re plac ing two pe tro leum stor age tanks
in or der to com ply with an EPA dead line ef fec tive De cem ber
31, 1998.  Ex ist ing gaso line and die sel lines from the pe tro leum 
labo ra tory will be re con nected to al low fuel to be dumped from
in side the labo ra tory.

We would like to wel come to the Bu reau, Ore tha Bonds and
LeAnn Vaughn.  They will be work ing with Tri cia Stacks as
Sec re tary II’s.  Ore tha has 19 years of serv ice with the State of
Ar kan sas and LeAnn has 16 years of serv ice.  Ore tha and
LeAnn trans ferred from the Seed Lab at the State Plant Board.

Ece cu tive and Nomi nat ing Com mit tee

Carol P. Ful mer SC 1998 803-737-9690
Chair man

Bill Truby GA 1999 404-656-3605
Max well H. (Max) Gray FL 2000 904-488-9140
Karl H. An gell, Jr. WV 2001 304-722-0602
James M. Hile AR 2002 501-570-1159

Au dit ing Com mit tee

Carol. P. Ful mer SC 803-737-9690
Chair man

Wil liam Lage mann DE 302-739-4811
Larry Hat field KY 502-564-4870

Res o lu tions Com mit tee

Char les A. Burns, Jr. AL 205-254-2246
Chair man

Bill Truby GA 404-656-3605
Pat Chaney LA 504-925-3780

As so ci ate Mem ber ship Com mit tee

Doug Carl ton Mi cro Mo tion  800-522-6277
Chair man

N. David Smith NC 919-733-3313

FLORIDA

The Bu reau of Weights and Meas ures com pleted a fo cused in -
spec tion of pawn shops state wide  in May.  In ad di tion to in -
spect ing the scales used dur ing jew elry and pawn trans ac tions,
the field staff checked for li censes and vio la tions of the Pawn -
bro kers Act for our Di vi sion of Con sumer Serv ices.  Dur ing the 
first two weeks of the ex er cise there were many shops found
with non- approved scales, some that had re placed le gal scales
since the last in spec tion.  Once word spread that all shops were
be ing in spected at this time, most were in com pli ance with li -
cens ing and weights and meas ures re quire ments when vis ited.
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GEOR GIA

Jerry Flan ders, Di rec tor of Fuel and Meas ures Di vi sion, and
Mar nie Pound, Fuel and Meas ures Field Su per vi sor plan to at -
tend the 83rd an nual NCWM meet ing in Port land Ore gon.

Jeff Mi nor , Sr. Weights In spec tor, and his new part ner Ron nie
Toles, will be re ceiv ing a new 21 th o u s a nd pound  test unit
built by Car gotec.  

Cur tis Wil liams, State Oil Chem ist, at tended ASTM Pe tro leum 
Com mit tee meet ing in To ronto Can ada June 21 thru June 25. 

In ad di tion to the fo cused in spec tion ex er cise on pawn shops,
Weights and Meas ures just con ducted a simi lar sweep of LP
gas cyl in der ex change racks through out the state.  Re sults are
not com plete, but many prob lems with la bel ing and net con -
tents short ages were en coun tered dur ing the first week.  Along
with the net con tents test ing, in spec tors were check ing for li -
cens ing and safety vio la tions which are be ing re ported to the
Bu reau of LP Gas In spec tions for in ves ti ga tion.  It ap pears that
the in dus try is still con vey ing to cus tom ers that the bot tles con -
tain 20 lb. of gas even with the new safety shut- off valves (OP -
D’s) that pre vent fill ing the cyl in ders with more than about 18
or 19 lb.  

In the Bu reau of Pe tro leum In spec tion, the an nual clin ics to
cali brate test meas ures and reg is ter me ter me chan ics was com -
pleted in early June.  At 11 clin ics state wide, 566 re tail me -
chan ics were reg is tered along with 169 high vol ume and 37
LPG me chan ics.  The un der cover ve hi cle has pur chased fuel
from 330 dis pens ers this year while also gath er ing 276 sam ples 
for fuel qual ity test ing.  Iso lated mi nor vio la tions have been
dis cov ered, but the over all com pli ance rate is the same as with
rou tine in spec tions.  So far this year Pe tro leum in spec tors have
re sponded to 1721 con sumer com plaints.

In ad di tion to nor mal test ing and in spec tion ac tivi ties, and in an 
at tempt to util ize lim ited re sources most ef fec tively, our pro -
gram has been em ploy ing a bi- monthly fo cused in spec tion
strat egy to tar get types of busi nesses or in dus tries that may
have wide spread vio la tions or ar eas of non- compliance.  It
seems to be more suc cess ful in bring ing about over all in dus try
com pli ance than sepa rately in spect ing iso lated busi nesses at
dif fer ent times dur ing rou tine in spec tions. De vices, busi -
nesses, and prod ucts are tar geted based on con sumer com -
plaints, rou tine in spec tion re sults, com peti tor com plaints, and
in for ma tion gath ered from other weights and meas ures ju ris -
dic tions.  We would ap pre ci ate any in for ma tion any one may
have re gard ing wide spread vio la tions or po ten tial vio la tions.
This is es pe cially im por tant when it con cerns new in dus tries or
new serv ices of fered that may be in vio la tion due to a lack of
un der stand ing of W&M regu la tions and that can be cor rected
bef ore un ac cept able prac tices be come es tab lished meth ods of
op era tion.

It’s 101 de grees (F) to day.  We’re really look ing for ward to
see ing you in Port land.  In the rain.

Sam Burtz, Fuel and Meas ures Field Su per vi sor, at tended train -
ing in Nash ville TN on price veri fi ca tion.

Harry Loo sier and Tom Tho mas son at tended Ba sic Train ing at
NIST, April 13 thru 24.

Brenda Whit ener, State Me trolo gist, and Val en tino Brad ford
at tended the an nual SEMAP meet ing held in Knox ville, TN
March 23 thru 27.

Pete Paulsen as of April 16 filled Harry Loo siers's Me trolo gist I
po si tion.

LOU ISI ANA

Weights and Meas ures in Lou isi ana is ex pand ing by leaps and
bounds! We are hir ing six ad di tional in spec tors to work in the
New Or leans area and on July 1, 1998, sev en teen in spec tors
for merly with the Lou isi ana De part ment of Trans por ta tion will
be come part of our team.  This tran si tion means Lou isi ana will
now be ac tive in mo tor fuel in spec tions as many ju ris dic tions
are. In or der to make this task eas ier and more ef fi cient, we
have or dered forty- four new trucks and forty- four three- unit
mo bile gaso line prover sys tems.  All in spec tors will be cross
trained in all as pects of weights and meas ures.  We also have
plans to build a state- of- the- art Mo tor Fuel Test ing Lab in the
very near fu ture.  

Ar chie Lam bert, Pro gram Man ager and Richert Wil liams, Mo -
tor Fu els Man ager at tended the Re tail Mo tor Fuel Dis penser In -
struc tor Train ing semi nar in Fre der ick Mary land last April.  We 
were grate ful for the op por tu nity to at tend and feel that the class 
was very edu ca tional.  Thank you, Juana and Dick!

MARYLAND

• Con gratu la tions are ex tended  to our NTEP Pro gram
Man ager An drea Buie- Branam and her hus band John on
the birth of their daugh ter Gil lian Bai ley Buie- Branam
on May 30, 1998.  Gil lian weighed 7 lb 14 oz. And was
21" at birth.  There is no truth to the ru mor that An drea
“con demned” the hos pi tal scale be cause it was not NTEP 
ap proved and did not have a COC.

• Sean Roe mer, Ze non Wa clawiw, and An to nio Ma ceo
re cently be gan work as mem bers of our me trol ogy staff.
For mer me trol ogy staff mem bers Jim Gilke son and
Erika Maynor re cently de parted our sec tion for other
em ploy ment.  Jim will be work ing for a pri vate
labo ra tory and Erika will be work ing for the Mary land
Of fice of Oc cu pa tional Safety and Health. 

• We are sad dened to an nounce that In spec tor Bill Troup’s 
Fa ther, Mr. Cal vin Troup, passed away on April 1, 1998.
Bill’s mother, Mrs. Anna Mary Troup, passed away on
Feb ru ary 6, 1998.

Con tin ued on page 4
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• On June 11, 1998, we had a staff meet ing at our fa cil ity
in An na po lis com plete with a ham burger & hot dog
cook out for lunch, which was en joyed by all.  Chief Lou
Straub and Pro gram Man ag ers Dick Shock ley, Will
Wotthlie and Bob Eaves gave pres en ta tions to the staff.
Cer tifi cate of Ap pre cia tion Awards were pre sented to
staff mem bers.  We honor the em ploy ees who in spect
the high est number of de vices, and also the em ploy ees
who have the high est over all pro duc tion rat ing dur ing
each month, six month, and twelve month pe ri od.  The
re cipi ent of the monthly award in each cate gory re ceives 
a Cer tifi cate of Ap pre cia tion.  The re cipi ent of the six
month and twelve month awards in each cate gory
re ceives an award “day off” in ad di tion to a Cer tifi cate
of Ap pre cia tion.  The awards were pre sented by
Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture As sis tant
Sec re tary Brad Pow ers.  The em ploy ees who re ceived
awards are as fol lows:

Pe ri od High est # of High est Over all 
De vices Pro duc tion Rat ing

Dec 97 Tom Fa gan Bar bara Miller

Jan 98 Mark Lam bert Chuck Cole man

Feb 98 Mike Frailer Tom Fa gan

Mar 98 Ed Payne Chuck Cole man

Apr 98 Chuck Cole man Chuck Cole man

May 98 Bob Fisher Rick Bris tow

Dec 97-
May 98 *Rick Bris tow *Chuck Cole man

Jun 97-
MAY 98 *Mike Frailer *Chuck Coleman

* — Received Award “Day Off”

• Field Su per vi sor Ken Rams burg and Pro gram Man ager
Bob Eaves par tici pated in the NIST/FTC Price
Veri fi ca tion In struc tor Train ing School held at NIST
June 14-16, 1998. 

• Pro gram Man ager Will Wotthlie and In spec tor Jim
Price par tici pated in NTEP Meet ings on weigh ing and
meas ur ing de vices held in Sac ra mento, Cali for nia  June
14-19, 1998.

•                RECENT CIVIL PENALTIES

On April 6, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed against McKay’s Food & Drug, Lex ing ton
Park, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight
vio la tions found dur ing a rou tine pack age in spec tion per -

formed at the store.  (This store had pre vi ously been as sessed
$800.00 in civil pen al ties.)

On May 11, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed against Wal- Mart #2514, Po co moke City,
MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la -
tions found dur ing a rou tine pack age in spec tion per formed at
the store (this store had pre vi ously been as sessed $1,000.00 in
civil pen al ties.)

•      RECENT COURT CASES

On May 26, 1998, in How ard County Dis trict Court, El li cott
City, MD the charges (short- measure fire wood de liv ery)
against Mr. Al bert Mont gom ery were “nol prossed” in ex -
change for Mr. Mont gom ery mak ing full res ti tu tion in the
amount of $132.55 to the fire wood buyer.  Charges were placed 
against Mr. Mont gom ery by In spec tor Bob Fisher.

On June 18, 1998, in Cal vert County Dis trict Court, Prince Fre -
der ick, MD, the trial of Mr. Rob ert Lee Fer gu son was held.  Mr. 
Fer gu son was charged with de liv er ing less fire wood than the
amount rep re sented and fail ure to is sue a de liv ery ticket.  The
fire wood “buyer” was In spec tor Bar bara Miller.  The “test buy” 
of fire wood was made be cause of pre vious com plaints that we
re ceived against Mr. Fer gu son.

Mr. Fer gu son re ceived a to tal of $200.00 in fines and court
costs, a ten day jail sen tence which was sus pended, and was
placed on twelve months pro ba tion.

MISSISSIPPI

Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion

Blake Re tires – Last Act, H.B. 133 In struc tion 

Ralph Blake, Field Su per vi sor and train ing of fi cer for the Con -
sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion re tired ef fec tive May 31st af ter about 
thir teen years serv ice.  He cited health rea sons for his re tire -
ment.

Ralph lives in Bi loxi, MS where he has a small farm, an abun -
dance of salt and fresh wa ter for fish ing and more ca si nos
proba bly than any place other than Las Ve gas so he will have no
trou ble in find ing enough to keep him busy.

In ad di tion to his field su per vi sory re spon si bili ties, Ralph
served as the Di vi sion’s train ing of fi cer.  He at tended a number
of courses of fered by NIST, among which were all the Train-
 the- Trainer courses on H.B. 133.  He was com mit ted to in still -
ing H.B. 133 into the minds of the Di vi sion’s in spec tors, so
natu rally, one of his last of fi cial acts bef ore re tire ment was to
con duct a two day semi nar on H.B. 133 for in spec tors in both
the north ern and south ern dis trict.
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Ralph has been a right arm to Di vi sion Di rec tor, John Till son.
He will be sorely missed.

Pe tro leum  Prod ucts  In spec tion  Di vi sion

Pe tro leum Di vi sion In spects for Un taxed Die sel Fuel Use

The Pe tro leum Prod ucts In spec tion Di vi sion, op er at ing un der a 
con trac tual agree ment with the In ter nal Reve nue Serv ice (IRS)
in spects high way ve hi cles for un taxed (off road) die sel fuel
use.  The sam pling is usu ally con ducted at ran dom road blocks

at ir regu lar in ter vals through out the state.

In spec tions usu ally turn up from one to four ve hi cles op er at ing
on un taxed (off road) die sel fuel.  Op era tors or com pa nies
found in vio la tion of fed eral and/or state stat utes regu lat ing un -
taxed die sel fuel face se vere fines.  The fines are based on the

Pic tured above is Blake (stand ing) ex plain ing some
part of H.B. 133 to south ern dis trict in spec tors.

fuel ca pac ity of the ve hi cle as well as the com pa ny’s bulk stor -
age ca pac ity.  They are also li able for all back taxes.  The di vi -
sion’s par tici pa tion in this pro gram has re sulted in the
col lec tion of many thou sands of dol lars in fines and back taxes
by the In ter nal Reve nue Serv ice and the State Tax Com mis -
sion.

The road blocks are quite of ten used as a task force op era tion
with the Mis sis sippi De part ment of Trans por ta tion per form ing
ve hi cle and rec ords in spec tions and the State Drug En force -
ment Agency in spec tion ve hi cles for trans por ta tion of il le gal
drugs.

Weights and Measures Division

Eldridge Re tire ment Re cep tion

 On June 12th Bill Eldridge was hon ored at a re tire ment re cep -
tion at the MDAC of fices in Jack son by co- workers, scale in -
dus try friends, other in dus try friends, friends from other
gov ern ments agen cies, fam ily mem bers and a host of other
“well wish ers”.

Bu reau Di rec tor Joe Hardy (left) pres ents Bill with a 
plaque ex press ing the De part ment’s ap pre cia tion
for his twenty- five plus years of serv ice while As -
sis tant Com mis sioner Chris Spark man looks on.

Pic tured are in spec tor Dean Es tes (left) and Field
Su per vi sor Ger ald Broom in spect ing a log truck
dur ing a re cent “road block”.

Bill and wife Noveli ne cut the re cep tion cake as
guests be gin ar riv ing.
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Boone Re signs

Kevin Boone, Di rec tor of Mis sis sippi's Me trol ogy Lab o ra tory
re signed re cently.  As noted in an ear lier news let ter, about a
year ago Boone has granted a one year leave-of-absense to
com plete res i dent work for his doc tor ate. How ever, at the end
of the year, rather than returningto work, he sub mit ted his res -
ig na tion ef fec tive April 14th.

Rob bins and Gustavis at tend Ba sic Me trol ogy Train ing.

Weights and Mea sures DivisionDirector Rus sel Rob bins and
Metrologists Ena Gustavis at tended the April 13-24 two week
Ba sic Metrologists Course at NIST, Gaithersburg, Mary land. 
Upon their re turn, much time was ded i cated to the com ple tion
of the re quired prob lems which have been sub mit ted to NIST
for re views and as sess ment.

North Caro lina

In June Koch Re fin ing Com pany agreed to pay a $3,000 civil
pen alty to set tle a case in volv ing the dis tri bu tion of high sul fur
on- road die sel fuel.  Stan dards Di vi sion in spec tors de tected the 
high sul fur die sel fuel at two Chad bourn gas sta tions dur ing
rou tine in spec tions in Feb ru ary.  The ship ment of fuel was
traced back to the Koch ter mi nal in Wil ming ton.  Ter mi nal rec -
ords in di cated the to tal amount of prod uct down graded, sold,
or re turned was 1,052,400 gal lons.  About 369,000 gal lons
were un ac counted for and had ei ther been sold or blended
down with later ship ments.  The di vi sion could have im posed a
maxi mum fine of $5,000, but agreed to the lesser pen alty be -
cause the com pany fully co op er ated with in spec tors and
worked swiftly to halt the sale and dis tri bu tion of the high sul -
fur die sel fuel.

We have agreed to par tici pate in the price veri fi ca tion study for 
1998 and have agreed to send one of our train ers to the train-
 the- trainer school in Nash ville.  Upon his re turn and prior to
the be gin ning of the study, we will give all in spec tors a re -
fresher course in the proper tech niques of price veri fi ca tion.

In the last news let ter we re ported that the chil ler at the Stan -
dards Labo ra tory was be ing re placed.  The re pair proj ect went
much smoother than we an tici pated.  It’s now in stalled and
work ing fine.  How ever, LF, Sharon, and Bill spent a very hot
Sat ur day at the labo ra tory while the unit was be ing in stalled.
In con junc tion with the chil ler re place ment, we also in stalled a
Lie bert HVAC sys tem for the small mass and vol ume labo ra to -
ries.  That unit should be op era tional around June 17.  Tem -
pera ture and hu mid ity con trols should be much im proved,
al though they have been ac cept able in the past.  The new sys -
tem should smooth out the rough spots we oc ca sion ally ex pe ri -
enced.

A few months ago we in stalled some pri cey surge pro tec tors on 
all elec tronic equip ment in the main of fice and both labo ra to -
ries.  Re cently at the Stan dards Labo ra tory the surge pro tec tors
jus ti fied their cost.  An elec tri cal spike of un known ori gin fried 
five of the pro tec tors.  While its al ways bet ter to sac ri fice a
surge pro tec tor rather than a com puter or bal ance, we have ob -

served a po ten tial safety prob lem.  The power from the spike
was so in tense it burnt the pro tec tors.  In one case, the vi nyl tile
be low the pro tec tor was charred.  If the surge pro tec tor had been 
on car pet, a fire likely would have de vel oped.  Our surge pro tec -
tors now rest on non flam ma ble ma te ri als.

The Stan dards Labo ra tory has a new server.  The new server
gives us much bet ter serv ice and pro vides bet ter backup in case
of hard drive fail ure.  Our com puter guru, Bill Dyer, worked
hard to de sign a sys tem that more than meets our needs but is
also cost ef fec tive.  Speak ing of Bill, he has de cided to take his
con sid er able tal ents to pri vate in dus try.  In to day’s cli mate of
year 2000 prob lems and high em ploy ment, peo ple with Bill’s
skills are in great de mand.  We wish him much suc cess in the
new job.  (We are now in the re cruit ment busi ness again in case
some one is in ter ested.)  For tu nately for us the de part ment has a
very ca pa ble in for ma tion tech nol ogy pro gram.  Those folks
have stepped in to fill the void cre ated by Bill’s de par ture.  I
only hope we don’t wear them out bef ore we bring in our own
per son.

The Met tler Toledo KG3000 scale in now in stalled.  Thus far we 
have only tested 2500 pound weights.  The scale has a ca pac ity
of 6,000 pounds with a reso lu tion of 0.01 pound when left in
con trol mode.  Test ing weight carts was the pri mary rea son the
scale was pur chased.  Ini tial tests have been very im pres sive.
We are ap pre cia tive of the as sis tance re ceived from Ron Balaze
of Michi gan.  He as sisted in writ ing the speci fi ca tions and the
de sign of the plat form ex ten sion for the weight carts.

Van Hy der re ceived the de part ment’s Su pe rior Serv ice Award
last month.  Dur ing a pe ri od of con sid er able staff turn over, Van
worked ex tra hours to en sure that the labo ra to ry’s work was
com pleted on time.  Al most im me di ate ly af ter re ceiv ing the
award, Van an nounced he was tak ing three months of fam ily
medi cal leave to be with his son.  Yes, Van is at home as sum ing
the role of Mr. Mom.  And yes, we are back to be ing short-
 staffed.  For tu nately, our new staff are fol low ing Van’s ex am ple 
and we seem to be keep ing up with the sched ule.

Now that Glen has at tended In ter me di ate Mass Me trol ogy
Train ing, we have moved him into the pre ci sion mass labo ra -
tory.  This has freed Sharon to spend more time on qual ity man -
age ment is sues.  It’s our goal for Sharon to de vote 100% of her
time to our qual ity con trol pro gram.  By the way, Tal com pleted
Ba sic Me trol ogy Train ing in April.  Now, if we could just get
Van back on the job we could really cook.

It’s that hec tic time of the year when bills must be paid by June
30.  It seems that no mat ter how early we or der equip ment items, 
ship ment does not oc cur un til the first week of June.  There has
got to be a bet ter way.
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Carol Ful mer, John Redd, and Ron nie West at tended a train ing
ses sion on mass flow me ter on May 18-19, 1998.  This train ing
was given by Schlum berger at its plant in Green wood, SC.  An -
dre' Noel put to gether and pre sented a very in for ma tive ses -
sion.  The train ing cov ered the op era tion, speci fi ca tions,
ap pli ca tions, and test ing of mass flow me ters and in cluded a
tour of Schlum berger's plant.  The knowl edge gained will be
very use ful when called upon to in spect a mass flow me ter that
is be ing used for com mer cial pur poses.

Ron nie West at tended the train ing course on price veri fi ca tion
given by NIST and NCWM in Nash ville on June 21-23, 1998.
South Caro lina now has two peo ple that have re ceived this
train ing on price veri fi ca tion.

Our Me trol ogy Lab has re ceived new 110 gram and 600 kilo -
gram mass com para tors manu fac tured by Met tler/Toledo.  The
110 gram com para tor has been in stalled and is in use.  They are
still wait ing on Met tler/Toledo to send a rep re sen ta tive to in -
stall the 600 kg com para tor.  These two new pieces of equip -
ment should in crease our Lab's ac cu racy and ef fi ciency.  

Also, a large com mer cial re frig era tor has been pur chased for
the Me trol ogy Lab.  In the past we have not tried to carry high
mois ture grain sam ples from one year to the next.  Hav ing to
ac quire high mois ture grain at the be gin ning of the har vest sea -
son has at times made us late in the har vest sea son in spect ing
all grain mois ture me ters.  The grain mois ture me ters were in -
spected with wheat sam ples dur ing the first part of June.

All of us in South Caro lina con gradu late Bill Eldridge on
reach ing that point in life when one can re tire and hope he en -
joys many years of re tire ment.  Hope fully, we will still get to
see him at some of the weights and meas ures meet ings.   

Ten nes see

The down town and Opry land ar eas of Nash ville were the scene
of sev eral vi cious tor na dos in mid- April.  Our fa cili ties were
spared any dam age; how ever, our thoughts and pray ers are
with those fami lies that lost loved ones along with those in di -
vidu als who ex pe ri enced mil lions of dol lars of dam age to their
busi nesses and homes.  Thanks to those of you that called con -
cerned about the safety of our staff!

We were very for tu nate to have hosted a joint fed eral/state
spon sored In struc tor Train ing Class re gard ing Ex ami na tion
Pro ce dures for Price Veri fi ca tion on June 21-23, 1998.  We en -
joyed vis it ing with all of the at tendees along with the in struc -
tors.

The week of July 6-10 was util ized for train ing on re tail fuel
dis pens ers and small scales.  Ed Cole man and James Thomp son 
were our in struc tors on these top ics as they have both at tended
In struc tor Train ing at NIST on these de vices.  Randy Jen nings
and Bob Wil liams were pres ent to dis cuss sev eral ad min is tra -
tive mat ters.

Ef fec tive July 1, 1998, we be gan as sess ing civil pen al ties on re -
peat vio la tions of pack age check weigh ing in spec tions.  We
have de vel oped an in- depth ma trix to de ter mine when a warn ing 
let ter or civil pen alty would ap ply.  We have dis cussed our sys -
tem for as sess ing these pen al ties with sev eral as so cia tions that
would be di rectly im pacted and they agree it is fair and eq ui ta -
ble to all.  We be gan as sess ing civil pen al ties sev eral years ago
on re peat vio la tions of price veri fi ca tion in spec tions and de ter -
mined that it was work able and suc cess ful in get ting peo ple’s
at ten tion who had pre vi ously ig nored our warn ings.

Our pre limi nary data from the 1998 Milk Sur vey showed much
im prove ment from the 1997 Milk Sur vey.  Ed Cole man and sev -
eral of our in spec tors spent much time in Ten nes see dair ies
train ing plant per son nel who, for the most part, were ea ger to
learn. While our com pli ance rate was not 100%, the im prove -
ment was sig nifi cant and got the at ten tion of our ad min is tra tive
per son nel!  We will con tinue these in spec tions on a rou tine ba -
sis and hope to ex pand to other liq uid com modi ties.

The last two (2) weeks of June found our Me trolo gists, Tom
Smith, at Air Na tional Guard Camp in Lon don, Eng land.  The
me trolo gist lab has been very busy this year with an ever in -
creas ing work- load.  Tom has done an ex cel lent job in man ag -
ing the lab along with ac quir ing the Grain Mois ture Me ter
Labo ra tory re spon si bili ties.  He has made many im prove ments
to our lab and has been in stru men tal in up grad ing our equip -
ment and ca pa bili ties.  Thanks Tom.

Mr. Buddy Wood son be gan work with us on June 1st as a
Weights and Meas ures In spec tor trans fer ring to us from the
Live stock Sec tion.  Buddy, whose hobby is col lect ing and re -
stor ing an tique trac tors, is mar ried and re sides in Ea gleville,
TN.

Randy Jen nings, Pe tro leum Ad min is tra tor, has been trav el ing
out- of- state on work re lated busi ness re cently.  As many of you
know, Randy is the Chair man and Tech ni cal Ad vi sor for the Pe -
tro leum sub com mit tee of the NCWM Laws and Regu la tions
Com mit tee.  He is sched uled to make a pres en ta tion at the
NCWM in July at Port land, Ore gon on Pre mium Die sel.  Randy
has spent count less hours on this proj ect and has be come an ex -
pert in the pe tro leum area.

We hope to see many of you in Port land!!

Con tact SWMA

The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual
dues are $25.  Mem ber ship in quir ies should be di rected
to N. David Smith, SWMA Secretary- Treasurer, NC
De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Serv ices, P.O.
Box 27647, Ral eigh, NC 27611.

News may be sub mit ted to:
SWMA, Bill Brasher - News let ter Edi tor
1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216.
E- mail:  wil liam.d.brasher@scsnet.com
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53rd An nual Con fer ence

of the 

South ern Weights and Mea sures

As so ci a tion

Where:              La fay ette Hilton and Tow ers
                          1521 Pinhook Road
                          La fay ette, Louisanna 70505

When:               Sunday Oc to ber 25th through Thurs day the 29th, 1998

Res er va tions:   Please con tact the ho tel, cut off date is Oc to ber 9th, 1998.

Ques tions:         Con cern ing res er va tions and accmodations can be ob tained from the 
ho tel at the above ad dress or di rect con tact:

                          Tele phone:   (3130 265-6111
                          Fax:               (318) 261-0311




