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Dear SWMA Mem ber:

As you may know, the 2002 An nual Meet ing of the South ern 
Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion will be held Oc to ber 13
through 16, in Rich mond, Vir ginia, I have se lected the Omni
Ho tel which was the site of the 2000 An nual Meet ing of the Na -
tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures.  The room rates
are $114.00 sin gle, $129.00 dou ble.  The con tact per son for the
ho tel is Jo anne Trip, 804/344-7249.   Based on the past his tory
of SWMA’s An nual Meet ing, I have blocked 40 rooms Sat ur -
day, 65 Sun day and Mon day and 50 Tues day.  We will lose the
room block af ter Sep tem ber 16, 2002.    

The fol low ing have agreed to serve as Chair man of the
SWMA Stand ing Com mit tees: Will Wotthlie, Speci fi ca tions & 
Tol er ance Com mit tee, Steve Had der, FL, Ad min istra tion &
Pub li c Af fairs Com mit tee, Steve Casto, WV, Laws & Regu la -
tions Com mit tee and Win ston Sut ton, NC, Ex ecu tive Com mit -
tee.  This in for ma tion will be posted on our SWMA web site as
soon as pos si ble.   I will wait un til later in the year to con firm
the rest of the com mit tee mem bers.  Any regu la tory mem ber of
the S.W.M.A. in ter ested in be ing on a com mit tee should con -
tact me as soon as pos si ble.  It will be our goal to have the com -
mit tee agenda items posted on the SWMA Web Site as soon as
pos si ble af ter the NCWM An nual Meet ing.

Go ing into this year, we find our selves in a re ces sion.  Budg -
ets are be ing stretched and we are be ing asked to set new pri ori -
ties.  I be lieve our sys tem of weights and meas ures is unique
and the im por tance of the re gional meet ings can not be over -
stated.  The An nual Meet ing of the SWMA gives the in dus tries, 
con sum ers and weights and meas ures of fi cials the best op por -
tu nity to be rep re sented and have the is sues that most di rectly
ef fect them con sid ered.  By at tend ing and par tici pat ing in the
SWMA An nual Meet ing it gives you the op por tu nity to be pro -
ac tive in rep re sent ing the is sues of con cern in your state or in -
dus try.        

I look for ward to see ing in Rich mond this Oc to ber.

Sin cerely,

G. Wes ton Diggs, Presi dent

South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion

   

Re tire ment of Ron ald D. Mur dock

The North Caro lina De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and Con -
sumer Serv ices and the Stan dards Di vi sion would like to take
this op por tu nity to con gratu late Ron ald D. Mur dock, Pro gram
Man ager for the Meas ure ment Sec tion, on his re tire ment.  Ron
will be re tir ing July 31, 2002 af ter 31 years of dedi cated serv ice
to the Stan dards Di vi sion and the de part ment.  Ron is cur rently
Chair man of the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas -
ures.  Ron be gan his ca reer in May of 1972 as a Trades Helper
on the Ve hi cle Scale Test Unit.  He was pro moted to Gaso line
and Oil In spec tor in April of 1974.  He was pro moted again to
Weights and Meas ures In spec tor in Feb ru ary of 1976.  In No -
vem ber of 1985 Ron was pro moted to the Area Su per visor’s po -
si tion.  Pro mo tion was again in Ron’s fu ture in Sep tem ber of
1988 when he was pro moted to his cur rent po si tion of Pro gram
Man ager, Meas ure ment Sec tion.  

Ron’s in volve ment with the SWMA has in cluded an of fi cer
po si tion with the S & T Com mit tee and as sist ing with the host
func tions for the last SWMA meet ing in North Caro lina.  His
ac tivi ties with the NCWM have in cluded an of fi cer po si tion and 
serv ing on the Na tional S & T Com mit tee for six years.  Ron has
rep re sented NC on the NTEC Com mit tee for the past twelve
years.  Ron has headed up the State NTEP pro gram and cur -
rently serves as Chair man of the NCWM.  He has also served as
Chair man Elect dur ing 2000/2001 time frame.  

 Ron’s knowl edge, ex pe ri ence and repu ta tion in the regu la -
tory field of weights and meas ures are be yond re proach.  For
many years he has been re lied upon to man age a pro gram that
has seen many changes and many im prove ments.  The de part -
ment and the Stan dards Di vi sion will miss Ron and be ing able
to rely of his knowl edge and ex pe ri ence but we also wish him
the very best in his re tire ment.  We are sure Ron will be call ing
if he sees an in spec tion de cal out of date or is over charged at any 
gro cery store in the state.  This is how we know we will never
lose touch and will wel come his call. All the best Ron in your re -
tire ment.  

Stan dards Di vi sion Staff
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Bob Brum baugh of Wil mette, IL passed away on Feb ru ary
23, 2002. Bob is sur vived by his Wife Doris, his sons Rob
Brum baugh Jr. and Terry Brum baugh (Lori), and his daugh ters
Shel lee Al len (George) and Les lie Brum baugh.  Bob has four
grand daugh ters; Al li son, Nicki, Ash ley, and Jackie.  Bob en -
tered the weigh ing in dus try in 1951 when he joined Streeter
Amet in Grayslake, IL as a de sign en gi neer in the R&D de part -
ment. At Streeter Amet, Bob’s re spon si bili ties in creased from
En gi neer to Chief En gi neer to Vice Presi dent to Presi dent. The
high point of his scale ca reer was when Bob founded Sys tems
As so ci ates, Inc. in 1976.

In Sys tems As so ci ates, Bob com bined his knowl edge of
scales and the weigh ing in dus try with his be lief that cus tomer
serv ice and sup port would al ways be the first pri or ity. His in -
tense sup port for the weights and meas ures com mu nity kept
SAI at the front of each is sue chal leng ing his in dus try. With his
dedi ca tion to the rail road in dus try and his Pur due Uni ver sity
En gi neer ing De gree, he added the “One Brick Higher” at ti tude
to each new de sign. New con cepts in weigh ing were in tro duced 
and ac cepted by this very con ser va tive in dus try. Long hours,
and a clear fo cus drove Bob to pro duce the best equip ment
avail able in the mar ket. He had a repu ta tion for gen er os ity and
in teg rity in his deal ings with one and all.  Bob was a long time
mem ber of many or gani za tions such as the Ameri can Rail road
En gi neer ing and Main te nance of Way As so cia tion (AREMA),
Scale Manu fac tur ers As so cia tion (SMA), Na tional In dus trial
Scale As so cia tion (NISA), and the Na tional Con fer ence on
Weights and Meas ures (NCWM). His par tici pa tion in these
groups in cluded work on many com mit tees as well as serv ing
as a board mem ber and of fi cer. Bob was the Presi dent of NISA
from 1994-1995 and has been the only Presi dent of SMA to
serve two terms; 1973-1975 and again from 1985-1987.

Sys tems As so ci ates will carry on in the same spirit as Bob
has shown over the past 25 years. The em ploy ees of SAI have
been treated as, and have grown to be fam ily through out the
years. Our pledge to Bob, and the Brum baugh fam ily, is to con -
tinue to serve our in dus try with pride and en thu si asm, sup port
the ef forts of the weights and meas ures com mu nity, and keep
this fam ily to gether and work ing.

Rob ert T. Brum baugh

        1928 - 2002

W&M Meas ures Tur moil in Brit ain

The United States W&M com mu nity is not alone in deal ing
with se ri ous meas ure ment is sues.  In news that made it across
the At lan tic to our lo cal news, the Brit ish gov ern ment has de -
cided that they can not re quire pub bar tend ers (known as pub li -
cans in Brit ain - is n't that a coastal bird or a type of poli ti cian?)
to fill a pint more than 95% full.  The or gani za tion CAMRA
(CAM paign for Real Ale) is fight ing for Par lia ment to pass a
law re quir ing pints of ale (beer) to be 100% liq uid.  Their bat tle
cry is “De mand an Hon est Pint!”  The pre vious stan dard was
90% full.

Be tween stock car weights and short pints of ale, it looks like 
Weights and Meas ures has se ri ous is sues to deal with, both at
home and abroad.  In fact, we won der if there is a con nec tion?
Does the Miller Lite car weigh less than the Bud car?  Or is the
tank on the Bud car only 90% full?  (Max will in ves ti gate and
re port in a fu ture edi tion of the news let ter.)

On closer in spec tion, evi dence of the in ter na tional na ture of
the con spir acy is clear in the CARMA “How Does your Pint
Meas ure Up?” poster.  The ruler meas ur ing the pint is in inches
and eve ry body knows that the only de vel oped coun try that has
not gone met ric is the United States!

JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

FLORIDA

On Janu ary 8, Flor ida Ag ri cul ture Com mis sioner Char les H.
Bron son an nounced the ap point ment of Jay Leven stein as Dep -
uty Com mis sioner with the re spon si bil ity of over see ing the de -
part ment's Di vi sions of For estry, Con sumer Serv ices and
Stan dards. 

Mr. Leven stein joined the de part ment in 1993 as a sen ior at -
tor ney and has served in a number of po si tions with the agency,
in clud ing most re cently as the agency's leg is la tive af fairs di rec -
tor and fed eral/state re la tions di rec tor.   As a sen ior at tor ney,
Mr. Leven stein worked with both Weights and Meas ures and
Pe tro leum In spec tion on sev eral is sues and is very fa mil iar with
those pro grams and the serv ices they pro vide. 

The Bu reau of Weights and Meas ures field pro gram is now
us ing a port able dy na mome ter for test ing taxi me ters in cer tain
parts of the state.  The pro gram had to be gin per form ing simu -
lated road tests us ing the new equip ment pri mar ily due to safety
con cerns as so ci ated with test ing on pub li c road ways, es pe cially 
in larger cit ies that do not have lo cal taxi test ing pro grams.   The
port abil ity of the de vice will al low it to be used in sev eral ar eas
of the state and will pro vide for ran dom test ing of me ters at air -
ports, con ven tion cen ters and other places where tax ies con gre -
gate.

Weights and Meas ures is con tinu ing to per form field pack -
age test ing of glazed lob ster tails with the Di vi sion of Food
Safety.  While some of the com pa nies origi nally found in vio la -
tion are now pro duc ing pack ages in com pli ance with Hand book 
133, there are many pack ers and deal ers con tinu ing to sell and
ship pack ages that do not meet net weight re quire ments.  These
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prod ucts are shipped through out the coun try and Flor ida urges
other ju ris dic tions to test for com pli ance at deal ers in their area.

The Me trol ogy Labo ra tory just re ceived two new bal ances:
A Mettler- Toledo model KA 50 for use in the tol er ance test ing
lab and a Mettler- Toledo model KA 30 to be used in the small
mass pre ci sion lab.  Fee in creases for some lab cali bra tions and
tests were re cently adopted and be came ef fec tive at the end of
March.  Me trolo gists Paul Gen try and Davis Terry were able to
at tend the SEMAP re gional train ing meet ing in March and
thank the State of Geor gia for the hos pi tal ity and their con tri -
bu tions to a suc cess ful meet ing.  Paul Gen try is Chair man of
SEMAP for 2002-03 and will be host ing the meet ing next
spring.  He is con sid er ing sev eral lo ca tions and will be con tact -
ing mem bers as soon as the ar range ments are in place.

The SWMA mem bers in Flor ida en joy read ing the South ern
News let ter each quar ter and ap pre ci ate all of those that con trib -
ute in for ma tion and ar ti cles.  We again thank Edi tor Bill
Brasher for all of his ef forts in pro duc ing the news let ter and his
dili gence in as sur ing par tici pa tion by as many ju ris dic tions as
pos si ble.

MARYLAND

• In our cur rent FY2002 budget, the Weights and Meas ures
Sec tion has lost two va cant po si tions, has two va cant po si tions 
that can’t be filled be cause of a hir ing freeze, and had to  take
(so far) a 1.5% budget re duc tion.  That’s the good news, our
leg is la ture is cur rently strug gling to bal ance the FY2003
budget bef ore the cur rent ses sion ends on April 15.  At this
point, it ap pears our en tire de part ment may have to take a
size able cut.  But we are mov ing for ward, our grain mois ture
me ter in spec tion pro gram started on March 25.  Thanks to
Field In spec tor Aaron Webb, new grain sam ples were
pre pared and is sued on time.  Dick Shock ley has been busy
co or di nat ing our an nual LPG and VTM in spec tions sched uled 
to start the first week of April.  He has in spected and pre pared
10 trailer mounted prov ers for our field in spec tion staff.

• Our an nual weights & meas ures train ing class was held for
our staff March 5-7, 2002.  On March 5th, Mr. Den nis A.
Krue ger, NCR Cor po ra tion, gave a pres en ta tion and
dem on stra tion on the NCR Model 7455 P.O. S. ter mi nal and
the NCR Model 7342 self- service re tail P.O.S serv ice.   On
March 6th, Mr. Mike Durkin, Gil barco Inc. gave a pres en ta tion 
and dem on stra tion on Gil barco En core/Elipse dis pens ing
sys tems.  Field In spec tors Mike Frailer and Lisa Grif fith
re viewed our EPO’s for hang ing dial scales and me dium
ca pac ity scales and gave a “hands- on” dem on stra tion of the
cor rect test ing pro ce dures to our field staff.  In struc tors for
other sub jects dur ing the train ing class were Chief Louis
Straub and Pro gram Man ag ers Dick Shock ley, Will Wotthlie,
An drea Buie- Branam, and Bob Eaves.  

• Our sec tion par tici pated in the Mary land “Ag in the
Class room” Win ter Work shop held at the Mary land Dept. of
Ag ri cul ture on March 22, 2002.  Pro gram Man ager Bob Eaves 
in formed twenty- two ele men tary school teach ers how their

lives are af fected by the Mary land Weights & Meas ures
Sec tion, and pre sented hands- on dem on stra tions in which the
teach ers played the role of weights & meas ures in spec tors.

Re cent Civil Pen al ties and Court Ac tivi ties

• On Feb ru ary 6, 2002, we re ceived $300.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Nick’s Su per mar ket, Clin ton, MD.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions found
dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment.

• On Feb ru ary 7, 2002, we re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Food Lion #246, Ocean City, MD.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions found
dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment.

• On Feb ru ary 25, 2002, we re ceived $750.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Food Lion #1535, Up per Marl boro, MD.  The 
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions
found dur ing a rou tine pack age in spec tion per formed at the
es tab lish ment.

MISSISSIPPI

Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion

The Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion and the Con sumer Pro -
tec tion Di vi sion has a NIST Hand book 133 Train ing Ses sion
sched uled for April 22-24, 2002 here in Jack son. The train ing is 
to be con ducted by Tom Cole man and Danny McCart ney. This
is the first ac tual NIST con ducted train ing that we are aware of
that has been held in Mis sis sippi. We hope to re ceive some
NCWM A&P train ing funds so that all ap pli ca ble in spec tors
can re ceive this much needed train ing. Any help that any of you
could pro vide con cern ing this would be most ap pre cia tive.

We are still pleased with our Win Wam Soft ware Pro gram.
The use of this pro gram tre men dously im proves the ac cu racy
and ef fi ciency in in spec tion in for ma tion gen er ated. It also
gives us nu mer ous op tions on how this data can be ap plied.

Weights and Meas ures Di vi sion

Well, an other spring is here and the Weights and Meas ures
Di vi sion is busy try ing to test all of the fer til izer and seed scales 
bef ore plant ing sea son.  I am sure that Mis sis sippi is in the same 
boat as other states with fal ling tax reve nues and budget cuts
that make it im pos si ble to re place equip ment or even to main -
tain pro grams at the level of past years. This is the situa tion we
find our selves in while try ing to fin ish our Me trol ogy Lab.  The
build ing is fi nally fin ished and there is no money to buy alot of
the equip ment needed to get the build ing in op era tion.  Our Me -
trolo gist, John L. Sul li van Jr., just com pleted the ba sic me trol -
ogy course at NIST in Feb ru ary and at tended the SEMAP
meet ing last week in Geor gia.  He is ready to get to work so
hope fully we can fin ish the lab in the near fu ture.

Also, I would like to take this op por tu nity to in tro duce you to 
our new est in spec tor, Jef frey Black well.  Jef frey will be test ing
live stock scales in south Mis sis sippi and test ing dairy farm
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NORTH CAROLINA

The budget news just gets worse.  On Feb ru ary 28 the Gov -
er nor asked state agen cies to iden tify budget cuts of 7% to 11%. 
For this de part ment it means the clos ing of fa cili ties and the
elimi na tion of po si tions.  Many of those po si tions are filled.  On 
March 27 the Gen eral As sem bly an nounced they want agen cies 
to iden tify cuts to tal ing 13%.  That means the de part ment must
come up with $7.2 mil lion in cuts to its gen eral fund budget.
Even more jobs and en tire pro grams must be elimi nated.  In the
next edi tion of the news let ter we will pro vide the de tails.

The meas ure ment sec tion con tin ues to deal with a hir ing
freeze.  Em ployee train ing is still on go ing with a new dual role
in spec tor in the north east ern part of the state.  The sec tion was
able to hire Ray Winslow in Feb ru ary and he is pro gress ing
with his train ing.  Stan dards in spec tors con tinue to re spond to
con sumer com plaints con cern ing fuel quan tity and price scan -
ning.  With the prices for gaso line and die sel on the up swing,
the sec tion will be re ceiv ing more of these com plaints.  Price
scan ning vio la tions are also on the in crease.  We as sume the in -
creased vio la tions are a re flec tion of the eco nomic stress many
busi nesses are ex pe ri enc ing.

The new Dodge re place ment cabs and chas sis for our multi-
 product dis penser test units have been a great help on the meas -
ure ment side.  These ve hi cles along with the in spec tors have
been the sub ject of news broad casts on three tele vi sion sta tions. 
This really cre ates an in ter est with the mo tor ing pub li c.

Ron is back from the NCWM in terim meet ing in Be thesda,
MD and there is only a few months re main ing un til the na tional
meet ing in Cin cin nati, OH.  We know that many of the SWMA
states are go ing through budget re duc tions and travel re stric -
tions but we hope as many folks as pos si ble can join Ron in
Cin cin nati.

The Mo tor Fu els Lab has in stalled a new auto mat ic D56
TAG flash point tester to re place one of the cur rent units.  The
new unit uses a gas ig ni ter rather than an elec tric one, which
should save us money in the long run as the elec tric ig ni ters are
ex pen sive.  That lab al ready had pro pane avail able so no ex tra
work was needed for in stal la tion.  The auto mat ic units are used
for screen ing the flash point on die sel and kero sene sam ples.
Any sam ple that tests be low speci fi ca tion is re run on a man ual
TAG unit bef ore be ing con demned.

2001 was a busy year in the Mo tor Fu els Sec tion even with
all the budget re duc tions.  This was due mostly to va can cies in
both the field and lab while try ing to main tain in spec tion fre -
quency. The field staff made 10,815 vis its.  We made over
137,000 de ter mi na tions on al most 44,000 sam ples.  We main -
tained an over all com pli ance rate of 98.5% for 2001, but saw an 
in crease in non com pli ance for die sel fuel (2.6%).  Mo tor oil
im proved from a 3.4% non com pli ance rate in 2000 to 2.5% this
past year.  We also had 221 com plaints and re quests from oil
com pa nies con cern ing fuel qual ity.  We con sid er com plaints a
pri or ity and make an ef fort to con duct an in ves ti ga tion within

24 hours of re ceipt.  There were 510 “spe cial” sam ples tested
for in for ma tion pur poses that were pro vided to us by con sum -
ers and busi nesses.

L.F. Ea son has been in vited by the Na tional Re search Coun -
cil (NRC) to serve on a com mit tee to re view the meas ure ment
serv ices pro grams on- going at the Na tional In sti tute of Stan -
dards and Tech nol ogy (NIST).  For a number of years, the NRC 
has man aged an in de pend ent re view of the tech ni cal qual ity
and rele vance of on- going pro grams at the NIST Meas ure ment
and Stan dards Labo ra to ries.  NIST man ag ers use these re views
as they seek to di rect their pro grams to ward maxi mum im pact
on U.S. eco nomic well be ing, and by of fi cials in Con gress and
the Of fice of Man age ment and Budget with over sight re spon si -
bili ties for the labo ra to ries.

As a mem ber of the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights &
Meas ures (NCWM) me trol ogy sub com mit tee, L.F. will also
par tici pate in a NIST man age ment meet ing or gan ized by the
NIST Of fice of Weights & Meas ures (OWM).  This meet ing
has been co or di nated by NIST OWM an nu ally since 1997 and
will fo cus on re la tion ships be tween the State Labo ra tory pro -
gram and the NIST meas ure ment groups that di rectly im pact
the state me trol ogy labo ra to ries.  As a re sult of these on go ing
meet ings, things have changed.  The staff in the NIST meas ure -
ment labs now re al ize the work load the state labs are un der.
Nearly 350,000 cali bra tions for 20,000 cus tom ers are be ing
done across the United States.

Budget is sues have domi nated long hours of work look ing
for places to cut ex penses and im pos ing fee in creases.  L.F. ap -
pre ci ates the help our neigh bors have pro vided by send ing us
their fee sched ules for com pari son.  It also has been very help -
ful to have all of the fee sched ules pro vided in the NCWM 2001 
State Labo ra tory Pro gram Work load Sur vey.  We have been
able to use this data many times through out the year and want to 
thank Geor gia Har ris at NIST and Ken Fraley for put ting to -
gether such a use ful analy sis of the State Labo ra tory Pro gram
im pact.

Budget con cerns have al tered travel plans. Van Hy der was
the only me trolo gist we were able to send to the SEMAP meet -
ing in At lanta.  L.F. really hated to miss this meet ing.  It is only
the third he has missed in 23 years.  Van was in structed to bring
back eve ry thing he could from the meet ing so that eve ry one
would be able to re ceive an up date.  Hope fully we will be able
to re port on Van's memo ri za tion skills in the next news let ter.

Su san Myrick con tin ues to put to gether pieces of our labo ra -
tory work man age ment sys tem.  Now we have a really first- rate
vol ume pro gram for NIST Hand book 105-3, gradu ated neck
metal prov ers, to add to our tol er ance mass and field test meas -
ure pro grams.  All of these auto mati cally look up stan dard val -
ues and gen er ate ISO 17025 com pli ant cer tifi cates, greatly
re duc ing the pos si bil ity for er rors and speed ing up our pro cess.
Thanks Su san!

We are glad to see that the third draft of NIST Hand book
105-8, Field Stan dard Weight Carts, is now avail able on the
NIST OWM web site at

Http://ts.nist.gov/ts/htdocs/230/235/lab me trol ogy page.htm

milk tanks state wide.  Jef frey started work in De cem ber and af -
ter com plet ing train ing is do ing very well with his in spec tion
du ties.
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This docu ment rep re sents a lot of work by Val Miller of
NIST OWM (but trained well by North Caro lina!), the me trolo -
gists, W&M di rec tors, scale com pany rep re sen ta tives, field in -
spec tors, and the weight cart manu fac tur ers on the NIST
weight cart work ing group.  We have passed the draft on to our
heavy scale in spec tors who use our carts for their re view and
sug ges tions.  We en cour age all ju ris dic tions that have weight
carts in their state to re view the docu ment and pro vide com -
ments to the work ing group as soon as pos si ble.  The Re gional
Meas ure ment As sur ance Pro grams will cover the draft over the 
course of the year.

We are con cerned to hear that the Ha waii House Sup ple men -
tal Budget for FY02 com pletely elimi nates the Ha waii Meas -
ure ment Stan dards Pro gram.  Hope fully the Ha wai ian Sen ate
will not con cur and keep the line item in the state’s budget.  The 
fact that weights and meas ures seems to be an easy tar get when
budg ets get tight is a tes ti mo nial to a job well done, but taken
for granted. Our only de fense is to docu ment what we do and
what the ef fect of our vigi lance has in the mar ket place.  We en -
cour age the NCWM vol un tary pro gram assessment- working
group to con tinue to push for ward.  We also see the need to re -
visit the idea of a na tional weights and meas ures da ta base to
pro vide a strong back bone to sup port and link all weights and
meas ures pro grams.  Docu men ta tion of the state labo ra tory
work load has done an in credi ble amount of good to strengthen
the State Labo ra tory Pro gram.  The same could hap pen if the
im pact of the weights and meas ures field in spec tion pro grams
was as well docu mented.  Good luck to Sam Camp and the Ha -
waii weights and meas ures staff!

The LP- Gas Sec tion is back up to full strength with the re -
cent hir ing of Don ald Mul der as a truck in spec tor and cali bra -
tor.  He is still in train ing.

The Board of Ag ri cul ture made a change to the LP- Gas
Regu la tions to al low an al ter na tive to the fire safety analy sis re -
quired by NFPA 58.  This should al low for more and bet ter co -
or di na tion with lo cal fire of fi cials about re spond ing to
in ci dents at pro pane bulk stor age sites.  It will also pro vide a
less ex pen sive and, pos si bly, a more timely method for meet ing 
the in tent of the fire safety analy sis.

A new re quire ment for fill ing gas grill cyl in ders goes into ef -
fect on April 1, 2002.  We have been try ing to spread the word
about this re quire ment for about 3 years, but re cent con cerns
ex pressed by con sum ers and op era tors of dis pens ing sites in di -
cated to us that more was needed.  As a re sult, we mailed a let ter 
ex plain ing the new re quire ments to all deal ers reg is tered in
North Caro lina.  We sus pect there will be much con fu sion and
many com plaints once the dead line ar rives.

SWMA NEWS FROM THE PAST

By  Bob Eaves, His to rian

• Ap par ently, Dwight Eis en hower was an ad vo cate of weights
& meas ures, be cause when he was elected presi dent dur ing
the No vem ber 1953 elec tion, he said:” I rec og nize the weight
of the re spon si bil ity you have placed on me.  I as sure you that

SWMA WEB SITE
By Bill Brasher

Don’t you just hate it when you try to bring up a web page
and you get that dreaded mes sage “Page Un avail able” or No
Such Ad dress for the Page.”  Much to my sur prise that was one
of the mes sages re ceived when I went into Win dows, clicked on 
fa vor ites and then clicked on South ern Weights and Meas ures.
The first thing to do at that point was to check the ad dress, it
was right.  My next thought was that they were proba bly work -
ing on the server and the site would be down for a short pe ri od.
Af ter wait ing un til the next day an other at tempt was made to
con nect to the SWMA web site with out suc cess. Sev eral at -
tempts were made to con tact the web ad min is tra tor by tele -
phone and e- mail with out suc cess.  By this time many vi sions
were stream ing through my imagi na tion as to what could be
wrong and bring ing each sce nario to a con clu sion left a large
gap ing hole in the pit of my stom ach.  When all else failed to
pro duce re sults, I e- mailed the Presi dent of the Com pany in -
quir ing what the prob lem may be and when could we ex pect to
be back on line.

Since my ac ci dent, my abil ity to work on the com puter has
been greatly di min ished and I had as sur ances from the web ad -
min is tra tor that the SWMA web site would be backed up daily.   

I shall never in my serv ice in Wash ing ton give short weight to
those re spon si bili ties”.

• July, 1954 - Mr. Wil liam H. Ising, Jr., Chief In spec tor of the
Lou is ville Ken tucky Di vi sion of Weights & Meas ures
an nounced that a pro duce dealer was found guilty in
mu nici pal court of sell ing car tons of to ma toes with no net
weight state ment and for sell ing car tons of to ma toes marked
45 pounds which only con tained 35 pounds.  The dealer was
fined $20.00 on each count.

• Mr. J. L. Slaugh ter, Chief of the Di vi sion of Gins and
Ware houses, Weights & Meas ures, Ala bama State Dept. of
Ag ri cul ture and In dus tries re ported that dur ing April, May
and June 1959, the di vi sion’s ten in spec tors tested: 2,586
scales, 3,762 pumps, 1,798 weights, 20 meas ures and 346
pack ages.

• Janu ary 1990 - Mary land Weights & Meas ures re ported that a
Fre der ick County Dis trict Court Judge im posed fines of
$1,590.00 on 3 in di vidu als op er at ing a “Bait & Switch” meat
op era tion in Fre der ick, MD.  In ad di tion, the man ager
re ceived a 16 month sus pended jail sen tence.  The charges
filed in cluded: theft, us ing an in cor rect scale, us ing an
un in spected and un ap proved scale, de cep tive trade prac tices,
and op er at ing with out a busi ness li cense.  An un der cover test
buy which dis closed nu mer ous weights & meas ures vio la tions 
and other vio la tions was made at the es tab lish ment by Field
Su per vi sor Bob Eaves and a Fre der ick po lice woman.  Field
Su per vi sor Will Wotthlie and In spec tor Tom Cole man also
par tici pated in the in ves ti ga tion. Eaves and Wotthlie are now
Pro gram Man ag ers in the Mary land Weights & Meas ures
Sec tion, and it is ru mored that Cole man works for some
fed eral agency lo cated in Gaith ers burg, MD.
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I was as sured that if prob lems did oc cur with the server they
could be over come quickly.  Worse case we would be back on
line within one day.  Noth ing pre pared me for the re sponse that
I re ceived from the Presi dent.

The voice on the phone the next morn ing was eas ily rec og -
nized as the Presi dent and by his tone and in tro duc tory re marks
the pit in my stom ach just grew a lit tle larger.  He ex plained that 
he was un aware that his com pany was host ing the SWMA web
site, that he had sold the com pany, moved all the com put ers and  
the files were no longer there.   We were sur prised about the
lack of com mu ni ca tion within the com pany.

I ex plained  that  his Ad min is tra tor and I com mu ni cated on a
regu lar ba sis and that pro ce dures were in place to safe guard our 
site. The Ad min is tra tor had been re leased when the busi ness
was sold and no dis cus sions were held about the web sites be -
ing hosted by the com pany. We dis cussed the Com pany pro ce -
dure to back the serv ers daily and that I did not have a backup of 
the SWMA site.  He agreed to search fur ther to see if the files
were still avail able and he would get back in touch with me that
af ter noon.

A late af ter noon phone call from the Presi dent re lieved some 
of the stress.  He said all was not lost, the files were still around
and that a CD would be burned that af ter noon and over nighted
to me.  He also suggested that we es tab lish a con tract with a
new Internet Pro vider, up load the files to the new site and re es -
tab lish the SWMA.ORG site.  He in di cated that there was one
other prob lem that we should be aware of; the own er ship of the
SWMA web site was still in the name of his pre vious Web Ad -
min is tra tor and the site could not be es tab lished un til the own -
er ship was changed.  David Smith was in formed of the
prob lems and that his name was pro vided as the SWMA con tact 
for the new Inter net Pro vider.

Early the next morn ing UPS de liv ered the pack age.  The files 
on the CD were loaded onto the “C” drive and at tempts were
made to ac cess the web site with out suc cess.  The only file that
could be opened con tained the un for mat ted “Home Page” for
the site when it first went on line sev eral years ago.  We no ti fied 
the President that the files were use less and fur ther at tempts
must be made to lo cate the cor rect files.  Later that day the he
called back with the ad dress and per mis sion to log onto a se -

cured com puter that con tained the SWMA site as backed up in
Janu ary 2002.  By im port ing the web site from this lo ca tion the
ba sic site was placed on the “C” drive.  When the site was ac -
cessed we dis cov ered that all the hy per links were bro ken and
the site was un for mat ted.

A dili gent ef fort was then un der taken to ac cess the se cured
com puter, copy and paste pages, and re for mat the site.  Af ter a
lit tle more recon struc tive sur gery the site will be up dated to the
cur rent date and ready to pub lish when the new Inter net Pro -
vider is ready to ac cept the site.   Things ap pear to be mov ing
for ward, the new IP has es tab lished the SWMA site and the
home page now in di cates that the site is un der con struc tion.
You can keep up with the prog ress by ac cess ing swma.org oc ca -
sion ally to see if we are back on line.

As in di cated ear lier, I can only work on the com puter for a
short pe ri od of time.  None of this could have been ac com -
plished with out the help of my wife, Pat.  For this I am truly
grate ful.   Pat takes over the com puter work when the go ing gets
rough.  I have been on dis abil ity for six months and the doc tors
say that I will not be go ing back to work.  I have come to re al ize
that good things can be seen from eve ry thing that hap pens.  Af -
ter the ac ci dent and al most a year at home re cov er ing we dis -
cov ered that we really like be ing to gether all the time and af ter
fourty two years of mar riage I can affirm that she is not only my
wife but my best friend.




