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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

ARKANSAS

Ris ing fuel costs, the na tion=s need for an al ter nate fuel, and
a thriv ing ag ri cul ture econ omy have made the state of Ar kan -
sas re cep tive to the pro duc tion of biodiesel. The Pe tro leum
Qual ity Sec tion is find ing it self in a lead er ship role in the de -
vel op ment of this grow ing in dus try.

In an ef fort to better un der stand the pro cesses and prob lems
in volved, of fi cials and chem ists from the Bu reau re cently
toured the East man Chem i cal com pany in Batesville, Ar kan -
sas. In 2005 East man be came the first fa cil ity in the site to pro -
duce the al ter nate fuel. Ev ery one was im pressed by the
com plex i ties in volved in the pro duc tion. If suc cess ful this will
pro vide a boon for the state=s econ omy. We hope to en sure this
suc cess by main tain ing the in teg rity of the prod uct be ing sold.

We are in the stage of ac cess ing the needs and re quire ments
of reg u la tion of this prod uct. 

The State Stan dards Lab o ra tory re cently hired Stanza Don -
ald as Me trolo gist. Stanza has an ex ten sive qual ity as sur ance
back ground with Coca-Cola and should be a valu able as set to
the agency.

The Ar kan sas Bu reau of Stan dards was among 117 com pa -
nies to par tic i pate in the Oil Mar keter=s Con ven tion March 16
at the Con ven tion Cen ter in Hot Springs.  Re tail and ser vice
com pa nies in volved in pe tro leum re lated in dus try use this as a
way to dis play the lat est ad vances in tech nol ogy. We, as an
agency, use this as an op por tu nity to up date the in dus try on any
changes in rules and reg u la tions, and pro mote good will. Over
1300 peo ple at tended the an nual event.

DELAWARE

Del a ware Weights and Mea sures is happy to wel come two
new In spec tors to the sec tion.  Mike Yannette was hired as an
In spec tor II af ter work ing as a sea sonal em ployee of the sec tion 
for about two years.  Mike brings a con sid er able amount of
Weights and Mea sures ex pe ri ence to the job, and was im me di -
ately as signed an area to reg u late.

Ayasha Jones be gan train ing as an In spec tor I right af ter the
first of the year.  Ayasha has an ex ten sive sci en tific back ground 
which should ben e fit the sec tion im mensely as she “learns the
ropes.”  These ad di tions bring the staff to a to tal of seven in -
spec tors on the road.

It is with mixed emo tions that we pre pare to say good bye to
Bill Lagemann, who has been with us for 26 years. Bill and his
wife Carol have both de cided to re tire and spend more time en -
joy ing the finer things in life.  They plan to spend a lot of time
with their grand chil dren and do quite a bit of trav el ing. Bill as -
sures us that some of those trips will be to re gional and na tional
weights and mea sures con fer ences.  He’s found a new hobby,
and has been “tool ing up” to be come Del a ware’s ver sion of Tim 
the Toolman.  I guess our loss is Crafts man’s gain.  Se ri ously,
Bill will be greatly missed by the sec tion, but has cer tainly
earned this op por tu nity to pur sue other in ter ests.  His friends
here at the De part ment of Ag ri cul ture will honor him with a lun -
cheon at his fa vor ite Do ver Ital ian res tau rant on April 12.  I’m
sure that Bill’s many friends in the Weights and Mea sures com -
mu nity join us in wish ing Bill and Carol a long, healthy re tire -
ment full of many enjoyable experiences.  

GEORGIA

The Geor gia De part ment of Ag ri cul ture, Fuel and Mea sures
Di vi sion, has un der gone a num ber of per son nel changes lately. 
Our long time Di rec tor, Mr. Jerry Flan ders, has re tired and
Rich ard Lewis, for mer State Me trolo gist, has been pro moted to
Di vi sion Di rec tor.  We wish Jerry a long and healthy re tire ment
and hope his fa vor ite driver al ways wins at the race track!!  We
would also like to con grat u late sev eral more of our fel low em -
ploy ees who have re ceived re cent pro mo tions. 

• Ben e dict Rallo has been pro moted to Ag ri cul ture In spec tor  2.

• Doug Baker has been pro moted to Fuel In spec tor 2.

•  Jeff Da vis has been pro moted to Com mer cial In stru ment Cal-
 ibration In spec tor.

• Don Ev ans has been pro moted to Fuel In spec tor 2.

• Dale Gann has been pro moted to State Me trolo gist.



 Page 2        Southern Weights & Measures Association

• Kontz Bennett has been pro moted to As sis tant State
Metrologist..

• Tirrell Hall has been pro moted to Me trolo gist 2.

• Carlos Heard has been pro moted to Lab o ra tory Sci en tist 2.

We would also like to con grat u late our other re cent re tir ees.

• Da vid Fisher, Ag ri cul ture In spec tor 2.

• Har old Jor dan, Fuel In spec tor 2.

• Fred West brook, Lab o ra tory Sci en tist.

We would also like to wel come aboard the fol low ing new
    em ploy ees:

• Mi chael Gaines, Fuel In spec tor 1.

• James Duffy, Ag ri cul ture In spec tor 1.

Tirrell Hall, Me trolo gist 2, at tended the NIST ba sic me trol -
ogy train ing March 26, 2006 thru April 7, 2006 in
Gaithersburg, Mary land. 

MARYLAND

Weights and Mea sures In spec tor Aaron Webb named
Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture 2005 Em ployee of the 
Year

Dur ing the Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture Open
House on Sat ur day, March 25, 2006, In spec tor Aaron Webb
was named the Em ployee of the Year for 2005.  Aaron was pre -
sented the award by Gov er nor Rob ert L. Ehrlich, Jr. and Mary -
land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture Sec re tary Lewis R. Riley. 
Aaron truly de served this honor.  Aaron was the MDA Em -
ployee of the Quar ter for the pe riod of July -Sep tem ber 2005. 
An ar ti cle in the Jan u ary 2006 is sue of the SWMA News let ter
states the rea sons for Aaron’s se lec tion.  

Test Pur chases

We have re cently been con duct ing test pur chases of com -
mod i ties at var i ous types of es tab lish ments.  We have made
pur chases at su per mar kets, con ve nience stores, carry-out res -
tau rants, pet sup ply stores, etc. 

We have found that nu mer ous es tab lish ments are tak ing in -
suf fi cient tare, or not tak ing any tare, when weigh ing com mod i -
ties.  

We are “warn ing” es tab lish ments af ter the first in cor rect test
pur chase, and if fol low-up test pur chases are also in cor rect,
civil pen al ties will be as sessed.  

Open House

The an nual Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture Open
House was held on Sat ur day, March 25, 2006.  The theme for
this year’s Open House was “Farm to City Cel e bra tion”. 

We had on dis play a gas pump and 5 gal lon prover, pack aged
com mod i ties and a pack age in spec tion scale, and a col lec tion of
old scales used in stores dat ing back to 1900.  We pro vided a
scale for those at tend ing the Open House to ob tain their cor rect
weight. 

Rep re sent ing our sec tion at the Open House were Chief,
Rich ard Wotthlie, Pro gram Man ager Rob ert Eaves, In spec tors
Bill Hall, Ethan Halpern and Aaron Webb and Lab o ra tory Staff
Mem ber Zenon Waclawiw.

The high light of the Open House was In spec tor Aaron
Webb’s se lec tion as the Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture,
Em ployee of the Year for 2005.

In ves ti ga tion

We re cently re ceived a com plaint against a land fill which al -
leged that stored tare weights be ing used were in ac cu rate.  

Field Su per vi sor Ed Payne in ves ti gated the com plaint and
ver i fied that the com plaint was valid.  As a re sult of his in ves ti -
ga tion, the com plain ant was re im bursed $804.00 for the stored
tare weight dis crep an cies.    

Grain Mois ture Me ter Test ing 

Three in spec tors are in the mid dle of test ing and in spect ing
all the com mer cial grain mois ture me ters in the state.  Most peo -
ple do not re al ize that the prep a ra tion of stan dard grain sam ples
take lon ger than test ing of all the me ters in the state.  The one
good re sult with new NTEP me ters and good grain sam ples, our
re jec tion rate is only about 6%. 

Mary land Host ing Two Up com ing Meet ings

Mary land Weights and Mea sures will be host ing two Na -
tional Con fer ence on Weights and Mea sures, Inc (NCWM)
spon sored meet ings in April 2006:  The Na tional Type Eval u a -
tion Pro gram (NTEP) lab o ra tory meet ing and the Na tional Type 
Eval u a tion Tech ni cal Com mit tee (NTETC) Soft ware Sec tor
meet ing.  

April 2-5, 2006, the NTEP lab o ra to ries will hold their an nual
meet ing in Annapolis, Mary land.  The pur pose of NTEP lab o ra -
tory meet ings is to pro vide a means for uni for mity amongst the
NTEP labs.  This is ac com plished through in ten sive train ing
ses sions and re views of both new and old tech nol ogy.  One of
the main is sues that will be dis cussed, at the NTEP lab o ra tory
meet ing for weigh ing de vices, is the round ing of tare.  Should a
scale be al lowed to round all tare val ues, less than a 1/2 scale di -
vi sion, down?  For ex am ple, should a scale with a 5 lb scale di -
vi sion be al lowed to round a 2 lb tare weight down to 0 lb?  The
meet ing dis cus sion on this sub ject will be for warded to the
NTETC Weigh ing Sec tor and the Tare Work Group.

April 5-7, 2006, the ini tial meet ing of the NTETC Soft ware
Sec tor will be held in Annapolis, Mary land.  The Soft ware Sec -
tor is made up of:  weights and mea sures reg u la tory of fi cials,
mem bers of the weigh ing in dus try, mem bers of the mea sur ing
in dus try and de vel op ers of weigh ing and mea sur ing soft ware
ap pli ca tions. The pur pose of the Soft ware Sec tor is to:  pro vide
tech ni cal as sis tance to the NCWM, Inc., as sist with the ed u ca -
tion of af fected par ties and de velop train ing guide lines.  
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Re cent Civil Pen al ties

• On Oc to ber 13, 2005, we re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Wal dorf Metal, Wal dorf, MD.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to in cor rect weights ob tained
dur ing a test sale of alu mi num cans to the es tab lish ment.  The
test sale was con ducted as part of an in ves ti ga tion of the
es tab lish ment in re sponse to a con sumer com plaint. 

• On Feb ru ary 13, 2006, we re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Safeway #1482, Bal ti more, Mary land.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short-weight vi o la tions
found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment. 

• On Feb ru ary 13, 2006, we re ceived $750 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against WalMart #2894, Oak land, Mary land.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions
found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment. 

NORTH CAROLINA

Mea sure ment Sec tion
Spring time is fi nally here again.  The Mea sure ment Sec tion

has be gun our usual in spec tions on sea sonal items.  Fer til izer,
pine bark, pot ting soil, dec o ra tive stone, mulch and other items
that are seen in more abun dance this time of the year are what
we are fo cus ing on.  We have com pleted a large part of our in -
spec tions on mulch, pot ting soil and land scap ing pine bark. 
The re sults have been a much better com pli ance rate than we
had last year, with only a few hun dred bags short verses thou -
sands last year.  We es pe cially try to get to lo ca tions that pack -
age these items in North Carolina early enough in the sea son to
pre vent short weight pack ages from get ting to re tail es tab lish -
ments as well as other states.

Dur ing the win ter months our at ten tion had been more on in -
door weights and mea sures ac tiv i ties.  Re cently, scan ning er -
rors have been our big gest con cern with 21.8% of the lo ca tions
tested ex ceed ing the 2% er ror rate al lowed.  This is an in crease
of 10.1% over the same pe riod last year. By mid March, we
have al ready is sued more civil pen al ties than in all of 2005 for
lo ca tions ex ceed ing the al low able 2% plus er ror rate on re turn
in spec tions.

Gas o line and fuel prices are keep ing the num ber of con cerns
and com plaints on short ages and over charges at a high rate.  As
usual these con cerns are a top pri or ity. The con sumer is our
best source of in for ma tion for find ing these prob lems.

We have had sev eral changes in our in spec tion staff since
our last news let ter.  Frank Wood and Ted Carter are no lon ger
with us.  Frank is wear ing the golf courses out and Ted has
taken em ploy ment else where with the pri vate sec tor.  Frank’s

po si tion as a G&O In spec tor has been filled by Chad Parker.  We 
are hop ing to fill Ted’s dual role po si tion soon. 

LP-Gas Sec tion
The in spec tors and en gi neer for the LP-Gas Sec tion re ceived

safety and op er a tions train ing for LP-Gas this quar ter.  In Feb ru -
ary they got the Ba sic Prin ci ples and Prac tices train ing.  In
March they got Pro pane De liv ery Op er a tions.  Both of these are
part of the Cer ti fied Em ployee Train ing Pro gram (CETP) pop u -
lar in the pro pane in dus try.  This train ing was done to get some
cer tif i ca tion for the sec tion em ploy ees.

These em ploy ees also re ceived in struc tion in a cou ple of
other ar eas.  One was in rec og niz ing the con duit that meets the
re quire ments spec i fied in the LP-Gas Code.  We found out that
we did n’t know all we needed to know to cor rectly de ter mine
when the re quire ments were met or not.  An other was in test ing
un der ground pro pane tanks for cor ro sion.  We had been do ing
test ing af ter read ing the in struc tions for the test equip ment.  We
re ceived in struc tion from an in dus try ex pert to con firm we knew 
how to do it prop erly.

One of our long-time LP-Gas In spec tors re tired from our
force at the end of March.  Odell Reavis was the in spec tor for the 
west ern part of North Carolina.  He came to us al most 19 years
ago.  Be fore that he was in the LP-Gas in dus try.

Stan dards Lab
In Jan u ary, our lab o ra tory turned 20. It’s good to have sur -

vived those trou bling teen age years and move to ward ma tu rity!

Speak ing of the lab o ra tory, we cut down the three large Brad -
ford Pear trees on the west side of the lab. A con trac tor did an
ex cel lent job of re pair ing the large vol ume drain their roots had
clogged. Now we don’t have to worry about flood ing as rain
backed up from the gut ters into the drain sump ev ery time it
rained. We re placed the trees with Dog woods, which is very ap -
pro pri ate since the Dog wood is our State flower.

Our new me trolo gist, Renae Greiner, was work ing out re ally,
re ally well  —- that is un til she found a job closer to home. Two
hours com mut ing each day took its toll on her quickly. At least
she made her de ci sion be fore she left for NIST Ba sic Me trol ogy
train ing. That will help our high gas price strapped travel bud -
get, but that’s lit tle con so la tion for our loss. We will miss Renae
and wish her the best.

We were pleased to have the op por tu nity to pres ent in for ma -
tion about our lab o ra tory to our as sis tant com mis sioner, Mr.
Howard Isley on Thurs day, March 16, 2006. Mr. Isley was very
com pli men tary and sup port ive.

We have spent a lot of time de fend ing the lab this month.
First, one agency wanted to take over an acre of our prop erty
from us. Based on our jus ti fi ca tion, the re quest was de nied by
the of fice of State con struc tion. Next, we spent many hours pull -
ing to gether in for ma tion to be con sid ered in a leg is la ture spon -
sored study to eval u ate the fea si bil ity of com bin ing most State
lab o ra to ries into one fa cil ity. We hope the 100+ mega bytes of
in for ma tion on our re quire ments will show how im prac ti cal it
would be to in clude us in the con sol i da tion..
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SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

   

Con tact SWMA

The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  
An nual dues are $25.  

Mem ber ship in quir ies should be di rected to:
   N. David Smith

   SWMA Secretary- Treasurer
   NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Serv ices

   1001 Mail Serv ice Cen ter
Ral eigh, NC 27699-1001 

   Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223
   Fax:  919-733-0026

   E- Mail: David.Smith@NCMail.net
www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA

   1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216
E- mail:  wdbrasher@bell south.net

We wish Geor gia Har ris and her hus band Randy the best of
luck as they hike the en tire Ap pa la chian Trial. L.F. thought he
might join them for the North Carolina sec tion of the trail, but
then he found out there are no Hiltons on the trail! Geor gia and
Randy, hike safely as you ab sorb the maj esty of your ex pe ri -
ence.

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion
There has been in creas ing in ter est in al ter na tive fu els since

last Fall when fuel prices went above $3.00 a gal lon. North
Carolina now has 3 re tail lo ca tions sell ing E-85 in the Char lotte
area and about a dozen biodiesel blend lo ca tion across the state.
Sev eral groups are start ing biodiesel plants and re cently ground 
was bro ken on an eth a nol plant in Au rora, NC. These prod ucts
will cer tainly help with jus ti fi ca tion for a new lab, since we
don’t have the proper equip ment for test ing these prod ucts and
very lim ited space to add them!

We would like to wel come a new field chem ist; Viktoria
Bethea joined us last month and will work in the Fayetteville
area. She has a strong back ground in chem is try and bench top
labwork so the “out doors” work will be a new ex pe ri ence for
her.

On a sad note, Carey Ashley passed away on March 1, 2006.
Mr. Ashley he spent part of his ca reer as the Pro gram Man ager
of the Mo tor Fu els Sec tion. He re tired from us in Jan u ary 1989.




