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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

ARKANSAS

The Ar kan sas Bu reau of Stan dards Pe tro leum Prod ucts Di vi -
sion is pro gress ing rap idly in our bio-die sel test ing pro gram.
We are in the pro cess of train ing on some newly-ac quired 
equip ment. 
We have ob tained an au to mated Pensky-Mar tin flashpoint
unit;.a high-speed cen tri fuge which will al low us to ap pro pri -
ately de ter mine the pres ence of wa ter and sed i ment in bio-die -
sel sam ples. Our newly-pur chased gas chro ma tog ra phy unit
will be for de ter mi na tion of the pres ence of free-glyc er ine in
the sam ples.

We have had some per son nel changes at the Bu reau since our
last news let ter. 

Vet eran In ves ti ga tor II James E Weaver who has been with Bu -
reau in some spe cial test ing ca pac ity for 27 years has de cided it
is time for re tire ment. James has been re spon si ble for test ing
ev ery thing from high-vol ume me ters to ve hi cle and plat form
scales.

James Chastain, for mer State Stan dards Lab o ra tory Su per vi sor
has trans ferred to the agency=s Seed Cer tif i ca tion Di vi sion.

Ray Curtis, Me trolo gist has been pro moted to State Stan dards
Lab o ra tory Su per vi sor.

James Glauser ,Weights and Mea sures Di vi sion has been
pro moted from In ves ti ga tor I to In ves ti ga tor II.

MARYLAND 

• The Mary land State Fair was held in Timonium, Mary land
from Au gust 25, 2006 through Sep tem ber 4, 2006.  The
Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture (MDA) theme this year
was “Farm to City”.  Our sec tion’s dis play was scaled back
from pre vi ous years.  We had on dis play a gas o line dis penser,
a pack age in spec tion scale and a test weight kit.  We also had
an elec tronic me dium ca pac ity scale which was used by our

staff mem bers to pro vide those at tend ing the fair with their
of fi cial “cer ti fied” weight.  We have a to tal of 28 in our field,
lab o ra tory and man age ment staff and 16 worked one or more
days at the fair. 

• On Oc to ber 17, 2006, the an nual Mary land De part ment of
Ag ri cul ture awards cer e mony was held in the MDA
Head quar ters Build ing, Annapolis, Mary land.  Mem bers of
our staff who were hon ored for years of ser vice are:  In spec tor
Bob Fisher (10 years), In spec tor Chuck Coleman (20 years),
Pro gram Man ager Bob Eaves (35 years) and Field Su per vi sor
Gene Baumann (40 years).  

• We en joyed host ing the 61st An nual South ern Weights and
Mea sures Con fer ence dur ing Oc to ber 22-25, 2006.  We were
pleased with the large num ber of peo ple in at ten dance and
with the suc cess of the con fer ence.  It ap pears from the
com ments that were made, that those in at ten dance en joyed
their stay in Mary land.  (Al though, we did fail in our at tempt
to teach many of you how to eat steamed crabs.)

• On De cem ber 14, 2006, we had a staff meet ing at our fa cil ity
in Annapolis.  Cer tif i cates of Ap pre ci a tion were given to staff
mem bers who in spected the high est num ber of de vices and/or
had the high est over all pro duc tion for the last twelve (12)
monthly pe ri ods.  These cer tif i cates were is sued to in spec tors
Da vid An drews (1), Rick Bristow (4), Chuck Coleman (2),
Bill Hall (1), Barbara Miller (7), Ed Payne (1), Ed Santana (1)
and Aaron Webb (7).  Award “days off” were re warded to
in spec tors who in spected the high est num ber of de vices
and/or had the high est over all pro duc tion for six (6) and
twelve (12) month pe ri ods.  These days off were given to Rick 
Bristow (1), Chuck Coleman (2), Leila Smith (1), Barbara
Miller (1) and Aaron Webb (1).  Sev eral mem bers of the
Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture Ad min is tra tive staff and 
mem bers of other sec tions joined our staff for lunch.  We
in vited re tired mem bers of our staff to join us and were
pleased that for mer Chief Lacy DeGrange, for mer Me trolo gist 
Charles Stock man, for mer Pro gram Man ager Dick Shockley,
for mer In spec tor Harry Jones and for mer Sec re tary Joan
Forsythe at tended.  
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This ar ti cle on Mary land’s re cent ac tiv i ties will be the last
one that I will be sub mit ting for in clu sion in the SWMA News -
let ter.  I will be re tir ing on March 1, 2007.  My last day at the of -
fice will be Feb ru ary 28, 2007.  As of March 1, 2007, I will
have been with Mary land Weights and Mea sures for 37 years
and 2 months.  I was a Field In spec tor for ap prox i mately 10
years, Field Su per vi sor for 15 years and Pro gram Man ager for
12 years. 

I have en joyed my ca reer in weights and mea sures, and have
been for tu nate enough to work for and with some great peo ple. 

I will be spend ing my re tire ment help ing take care of my
grand chil dren, work ing on my house, go ing fish ing, do ing
some trav el ing and other things that I en joy but don’t have the
time to do now. 

I wish you all the best, and hope fully I’ll get a chance to see
some of you again. 

Re spect fully, 
Bob Eaves

Re cent Civil Pen al ties 

• On June 29, 2006, we re ceived $100 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Wa Wa #556, Ocean City, Mary land.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions
found dur ing test pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish ment. 

• On July 20, 2006, we re ceived $750 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Redner’s Mar ket #59, Elkton, Mary land.  The 
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions found 
dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment. 

• On Au gust 14, 2006, we re ceived $100 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Petco #83, Lau rel, Mary land.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions found
dur ing test pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish ment. 

• On Au gust 29, 2006, we re ceived $150 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against EZ Quick Food Mar ket, Bel Air, Mary land. 
The civil pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions
found dur ing test pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish ment.  

• On Au gust 29, 2006, we re ceived $750 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Han Ah Reum, Catonsville, Mary land.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions found 
dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment.  

• On Sep tem ber 18, 2006, we re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against La Mart, Sil ver Spring, Mary land.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions found
dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
establishment.

• On Sep tem ber 18, 2006, we re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Shop pers Food Ware house #7562, Owings
Mills, Mary land.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to short
weight vi o la tions found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions
per formed at the es tab lish ment.  

• On Oc to ber 10, 2006, we re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against LaMart, Bal ti more, Mary land.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to the short weight vi o la tions found
dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at the
es tab lish ment. 

• On Oc to ber 12, 2006, we re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Avalon Mar ket, Ocean City, Mary land.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to short weight and la bel ing
vi o la tions found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions
per formed at the es tab lish ment. 

• On De cem ber 7, 2006, we re ceived $100 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Petco #1705, Bel Air, Mary land.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions found
dur ing test pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish ment. 

• On De cem ber 8, 2006, we re ceived $100 for a civil pen alty
as sessed against Petco, Annapolis, Mary land.  The civil
pen alty was as sessed due to short weight vi o la tions found
dur ing test pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish ment.  

NORTH CAROLINA

        Happy New Year ev ery one. The di vi sion will be busy this
year. We were able to add 2 new po si tions to the Mea sure ment
Sec tion this fis cal year; 1 weights and mea sures in spec tor and 1 
gas and oil in spec tor. Keep ing po si tions filled seems like con -
stant ef fort for some sec tions and we are look ing to im prove
equip ment and ve hi cles to help out the work load.

        We also be gan to col lect in for ma tion on a di vi sion wide da -
ta base for our var i ous in spec tions. Su san Myrick, our pro gram -
mer is work ing on an Ac cess da ta base for us while we look at
com mer cial soft ware. We ex pect the pur chase of any com mer -
cial com pli cated, both due to fund ing and in volve ment of our
state ITS of fice, but we think Su san’s ver sion to be very func -
tional and a good tran si tional step from the cur rent sys tem – pa -
per.

         We have re quested funds for the plan ning of new labs; the
Mo tor Fu els Lab due to it’s age and space re stric tions and the
Stan dards Lab due to im pend ing con struc tion pro jects, and the
re sult ing fa cil i ties, that will in ter fere with test ing and cal i bra -
tions. We are now look ing to com bine them into a semi-con sol -
i dated lab and may in clude the ad min is tra tive of fices as well in
a cam pus set ting. We will spend this spring push ing for these
funds in 2007-08 and have re quested the con struc tion money in 
2008-09. 
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Stan dards Lab

It’s hard to be lieve an other year has come and gone. Jan u ary is
set aside each year to cal i brate all lab o ra tory work ing stan -
dards, re view and up date pro ce dures, amend soft ware to re flect 
the new cal i bra tion val ues, and val i date pro grams as changes
are made. It is al ways a busy month.

L.F. and Van at tended the Com bined Re gional Mea sure ment
As sur ance Pro gram (C RMAP) meet ing in Broom field, Col o -
rado. Wow! What a con fer ence! Even the weather was beau ti -
ful with 60-de gree days sandwiched in be tween an early snow
and back to back bliz zards. This was by far the best of the three
C RMAPs (1996, 2001, and 2007). Geor gia Har ris, Val Miller,
and all of the other NIST WMD staff who put to gether and co -
or di nated this meet ing did an in cred i ble job. The sup port and
par tic i pa tion of WMD Chief, Carol Hockert added much value
to the meet ing. The visit and re marks from NCWM Chair man,
Mike Cleary were ap pre ci ated. The tech ni cal pre sen ta tions and 
ad hoc meet ing op por tu ni ties were all very in for ma tive and
pro fes sional. The mix of pre sen ta tions from NIST and BIPM
sci en tists, State lab o ra tory metrologists, and in dus try rep re sen -
ta tives pro vided a wealth of timely and ap pli ca ble in for ma tion.
For the old tim ers in the group, the de vel op ment of the State
Lab o ra tory Pro gram over the past ten (okay twenty for some of
us) years has been in cred i ble. Yes, the tech nol ogy has changed, 
but the growth in depth and qual ity of the lab o ra to ries is even
more ex traor di nary. Hav ing all of the labs to gether for a meet -
ing like this re ally brings the achieve ments of the pro gram into
per spec tive. North Carolina would like to add our vote to have
these com bined meet ings more fre quently.
 
Based on the re sults of an in ter na tional lab o ra tory
intercomparison of mag netic sus cep ti bil ity test ing as pre sented 
by Dr. Rich ard Da vis (BIPM) dur ing the C RMAP, we pur -
chased a Sar to rius Susceptometer. It is work ing well. We hope
this in stru ment will help us to iden tify and un der stand mass un -
cer tainty com po nents of weakly mag netic weights.

We are join ing the ranks of the State Lab o ra to ries that test lot -
tery balls. Su san Myrick is cur rently mod i fy ing ex ist ing com -
puter pro grams to han dle the cal i bra tion and re ports needed by
the new North Carolina Ed u ca tional Lot tery. We will weigh
and mea sure the lot tery balls used for the “Carolina Pick 3” or
“Carolina Cash 5” ev ery six months. We may also be called on
for spe cial tests any time there is any ques tion with a lo cal
draw ing. 

L.F.’s pa per, “Gravimetric Cal i bra tion of Vol u met ric Stan -
dards with Ca pac i ties Ex ceed ing Five Gal lons” was cho sen
and pub lished in the De cem ber is sue of NCSLI Mea sure mag a -
zine. As a pub lished au thor L.F. is hop ing for a sig nif i cant pay
raise or at least ten ure.

Mea sure ment Sec tion

       2006 has come to an end.  We have had a pretty pro duc tive
year with our in spec tors com plet ing 18,054 in spec tion vis its
along with 1,437 com plaints or spe cial re quests.

In spec tion Type Tested Failed % Fail ure

Mo tor Fuel Dis pens ers 108,054 11,752 10.83

Ve hi cle Tank Me ters 2,895 445 15.37

Scales 27,728 2,482 9.28

Scan ning 1,937 269 11.47

Pack ages 2,428,444 137,522 5.66

55 civil pen al ties for price scan ning sys tem vi o la tions  (ex -
ceed ing 2% over charges on a 300-item in spec tion) were is sued
and col lected for a to tal of $106,779.50.  The school sys tems in
the coun ties in which the pen al ties were as sessed re ceive the
funds for their use.

       Con sid er ing we have been short staffed by an av er age of
three in spec tors for the year, I think our num bers speak well of
the work our guys have com pleted for the year.  With the ad di -
tion of 2 new in spec tor po si tions we are hop ing that for 2007 we 
can even do a better job for our con sum ers.

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion

        Ste phen Benjamin and Art Rupard at tended ASTM meet -
ings in Or lando, FL. The ho tel was near Dis ney World and we
used our free time (what lit tle of it there was) at the parks. The
meet ings were very pro duc tive and there is a lot of in ter est in
E85 and biodiesel spec i fi ca tions and the test meth ods for them.
This is of par tic u lar in ter est to us since we are grad u ally ex -
pand ing our test ing ca pa bil i ties to in clude these prod ucts.

        We have re cently taken de liv ery of three new mo bile lab
vans. We are re plac ing some of the step vans with Dodge
Sprint ers. The new vans are die sel in stead of gas and should get
much better mile age than we used to see, al though they cost a
bit more. We are in the pro cess of out fit ting them and hope to
have them on the road in a month or so. 

        Our new High Fre quency Re cip ro cat ing Rig (HFRR) for
die sel lu bric ity is in op er a tion. Only a few sam ples have been
tested at this time and they have all met the lu bric ity spec i fi ca -
tion. For ul tra low sul fur die sel fuel (USLD), the re moval of sul -
fur re sulted in a de crease of its lu bri cat ing prop er ties. Ad di tives
are in jected at the ter mi nals when loaded onto trans port trucks
to cre ate the fin ished fuel. We have not had any com plaints re -
gard ing per for mance of ULSD, but some job bers have raised
con cerns on whether all ter mi nals are in ject ing the ad di tive, in -
clud ing ter mi nals out side of N.C.

LP Gas Sec tion

        The N.C State Fair runs for 10 days in Oc to ber and keeps
one of our in spec tors very busy! He con ducts over 200 in spec -
tions daily (in clud ing week ends) dur ing the fair. He vis its the
fair grounds dur ing the week prior to the fair to in spect ven dors
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in the pro cess of set ting up, mostly look ing for place ment of
tanks to close to ig ni tion sources and the tank re fill ing op er a -
tion. There were over 785,000 peo ple that at tended the 2006
State Fair so we feel this is time well spent.

       Sim i lar in spec tions are done at the Moun tain State Fair in 
Fletcher dur ing Sep tem ber. There are fewer ven dors and the at -
ten dance is much smaller, but it is still a pub lic safety con cern
for the di vi sion and de part ment.

TENNESSEE

The past months have been very busy for all of us in Ten nes see
with our in spec tors con cen trat ing on checkweighing and price
ver i fi ca tion prior to and dur ing the hol i day sea son while con -
tin u ing their usual in spec tion of re tail fuel dis pens ers and
scales along with sam pling mo tor fu els.

The SWMA in Annapolis, MD was a ter rific meet ing thanks to
the plan ning and hard work by Will and his staff.  Will and his
staff did an ex cel lent job in host ing and co or di nat ing this event.

We re cently re ceived one of our large scale test ing units back
from a ma jor over haul of the crane and lift ing as sem bly.  The
weight cart for this older unit was also brought into Hand book
105-8 com pli ance by the ven dor.  We cur rently have two large
scale units with weight carts and two with out weight carts.

Mr. Matt Sirmans re cently joined our staff as a Weights and
Mea sures In spec tor 2 in East Ten nes see.  Matt co mes to us from 
work ing with a large chain of re tail food es tab lish ments and his
gen eral knowl edge of our work has sig nif i cantly cut down on
the train ing time re quired for this po si tion.  We were sad dened
to see Mr. Johnny Rodgers, Mid dle Ten nes see Large Scale In -
spec tor, re sign re cently to work for a Nash ville based scale ser -
vice agency.  Johnny was an ex cel lent in spec tor and we all wish 
him the best in his new en deavor.  

Mr. Vernon Massey, long time Shelby County Ten nes see Sealer 
of Weights and Mea sures, re cently re tired.  You could al ways

count on see ing Vernon at both the SWMA and the NCWM
meet ings where he served for a num ber of years as one of the
Ser geant at Arms.  Vernon was a very loyal and ded i cated em -
ployee and served the cit i zens of Shelby County in a very pro -
fes sional and cour te ous man ner for many years.  We have been
in dis cus sion with the Shelby County De part ment of Pub lic
Works re gard ing the fu ture of this pro gram. You may con tact
our of fice for Vernon’s ad dress if you would like to send him a
card.

We would like to thank the states of North Carolina and
Oklahoma for as sist ing us with cal i bra tion of mass and vol ume
stan dards as our Metologist, Ken Wilmoth, con tin ues to work
to wards es tab lish ing our trace abil ity to NIST.

Randy Jennings and Bob Wil liams are sched uled to at tend the 
In terim NCWM in Jack son ville, FL later on this month.  A num -
ber of sig nif i cant and timely is sues are sched uled to be dis -
cussed.  Ed Coleman, Pe tro leum Ad min is tra tor, con tin ues to be
heavily in volved with ad min is ter ing our sam pling and test ing of 
al ter na tive fu els.  This is a dy namic pro gram that con tin ues to
ex pand and re ceive much media attention in Tennessee. 




