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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS
Fee Changes Ap proved By SWMA

Board of Di rec tors

The SWMA Ex ec u tive Com mit tee met dur ing the 2007 An -
nual Meet ing in Lit tle Rock, Ar kan sas.  One of the items on the
agenda was to re view the an nual mem ber ship dues and the reg -
is tra tion fee for the an nual meet ing.  The pri mary rea son for
con sid er ing the fee changes was the cost of con duct ing the an -
nual meet ings.  Host states are of ten find ing that they need
fund ing be yond the rev e nue re ceived from the an nual meet ing
dues and As so ci ate Mem ber ship con tri bu tion.  The com mit tee
felt that this sit u a tion was plac ing the host states into po ten -
tially com pli cated sit u a tions.  The most prac ti cal so lu tion was
to pro pose a slight in crease in both the an nual dues and meet ing 
reg is tra tion fees, with the un der stand ing that the in crease in
rev e nue would be used to as sist in the cost of con duct ing the an -
nual meet ing.  The com mit tee pro vided their re port to the mem -
ber ship in at ten dance; how ever, in an at tempt to al low all
SWMA BOD mem bers the op por tu nity to vote, it was de cided
that an e-mail vote would be con ducted im me di ately af ter the
meet ing.  On Oc to ber 26, 2007 an e-mail bal lot out lin ing the
pro posed fee in creases was is sued to each SWMA board ju ris -
dic tion.  The re sult of the bal lot was 14 ju ris dic tions vot ing in
fa vor, and 0 votes op posed.  Ju ris dic tions vot ing in fa vor were:
AL, AR, DE, MD, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX,
WV.  The re turn met the re quire ments of the SWMA By laws;
there fore, the mo tion car ried and the fees for SWMA an nual
dues and An nual Meet ing Reg is tra tion Fees are now as
follows:

•  Ef fec tive Jan u ary 1, 2008 – An nual Dues are $50.00 per
per son.

• Ef fec tive with the 2008 An nual Meet ing – Reg is tra tion Fees
are $150.00 for SWMA mem bers and $225.00 for
non-mem bers.

The Ex ec u tive Com mit tee is grate ful for the sup port of the
SWMA Board of Di rec tors in ap prov ing these in creases.  The
com mit tee urges the as so ci a tion to mon i tor the ef fect of these
fee changes and to con tinue to make any nec es sary ad just ments
to en sure that the host states have the re sources to con duct suc -
cess ful meetings in the future.

GEORGIA

The 2007 SWMA meet ing held in Lit tle Rock Ar kan sas was
a big suc cess and the State of Ar kan sas was very gra cious and
ac com mo dat ing to ev ery body.  The hos pi tal ity that was pro -
vided was out stand ing.   Rich Lewis and Marvin Pound want to
ex tend a warm thank you for all the peo ple that helped in putt -
ing on the meet ing and en ter tain ment.

Some of the top ics dis cussed at the SWMA meet ing were Re -
tail Mo tor Fuel Tem per a ture Com pen sa tion, Safety Aware ness, 
Mul ti ple Di men sion Mea sur ing De vices, Ve hi cle on-board
Weigh ing Sys tems, Belt Con veyer Sys tems, Biodisesel La bel -
ing at the Re tail Level, and last of all the pro posal to in crease
the an nual SWMA mem ber ship dues.

The dis cus sion about the Re tail Mo tor Fuel Tem per a ture
Com pen sa tion led to sev eral top ics on the sub ject to be in tro -
duced at the Na tional Con fer ence by the L&R committee.

The PDC pre sented sev eral is sues con cern ing static elec tric -
ity at the re tail level. 

The rec om men da tions to re place the PVC stor age tubes with
alu mi num tubes were brought up. To con nect the de liv ery hose
to the truck first be fore ap proach ing the stor age tank. Hav ing
an nual safety meet ings with field staff to en sure proper pro ce -
dures are be ing used in the field. Also to elim i nate all plas tic
ma te ri als in the in spec tion pro cess.

The com mit tee voted to a no change po si tion on the Mul ti ple
Di men sion Mea sur ing De vice law and no dis cus sion on the Ve -
hi cle onboard Weight ing Sys tem.  The top ics were to be moved
to the Na tional Con fer ence for more discussions.

The com mit tee rec om mended ad di tional la bel ing for all
biodiesel fu els at re tail level.

Due to the ris ing cost of ev ery thing in volved in plan ning,
pay ing for, and other costs as so ci ated with the SWMA meet ing
the com mit tee had rec om mended an in crease in the an nual
mem ber ship fee to help sup port meet ing ex penses. The pro -
posal to in crease mem ber fees from $125 to $150 and non mem -
ber fees from $175 to $225 was dis cussed by the com mit tee. In
clos ing we would like to ex tend to each and ev ery one of you a
in vi ta tion to the 2008 SWMA in At lanta.  We look for ward to a
very pro duc tive con fer ence and promise a good time will be had 
by all.
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NORTH CAROLINA

Mea sure ment Sec tion

The NC West ern State Fair and The NC State Fair here in Ra -
leigh, that are held in Sep tem ber and Oc to ber re spec tively, re -
quire many, many man hours of our time to as sist the NC
De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and Con sumer Ser vices in putt ing
these two large events on each year. This is in ad di tion to per -
form ing in spec tions of LP-Gas tanks and scales used by ven -
dors par tic i pat ing in these events.

Thou sands upon thou sands of peo ple come to these two
events each year.  It gives us an ex cel lent op por tu nity to let peo -
ple know what ag ri cul ture is re ally all about and how it af fects
them.  You would be sur prised at how many times you will hear
“ I did n’t know that” or “I did n’t know that’s where that came
from”.  Plus they get to have a great time on the amuse ments
and view the ex hib its while learn ing.  It is also a good time to
show case the Stan dards Di vi sion and how we are out there to
pro tect and serve the con sumer with our various inspections. 

Mea sure ment Sec tion

 Fall of the year is upon us. A lot of our reg u lar in spec tion du -
ties have been re duced due to sea sonal ac tiv i ties.  Cot ton, to -
bacco, live stock and pea nut scales have oc cu pied most of our
Heavy Scale In spec tor’s time re cently. With a lot of our at ten -
tion drawn to other things, we still keep our reg u lars in spec tion
du ties go ing.  Great care is taken to see that all con cerns and re -
quests are han dled or in ves ti gated within 24 hours if at all pos -
si ble.  Our reg u lar du ties are our top pri or ity and must still be
car ried on.

Price scan ning er rors are still a great con cern.  We are meet -
ing with com pa nies, at their re quests, to help them find ways to
re duce the pric ing over charge er rors we are find ing in their lo -
ca tions.  We have got ten their at ten tion and want to help them
in find ing a so lu tion to this prob lem. We al tered our fin ing
struc ture this year and now in spect un til a store passes in an ef -
fort to re duce re peat of fend ers. Un for tu nately I think we will
have an other re cord with re gards to the num bers of pen al ties
and the amount col lected.

Mike Simonof is plan ning to re tire at the end of Oc to ber. He
has been with us 18 years and cur rently serves as a dual role in -
spec tor check ing fuel dis pens ers, scales, price scan ning sys -
tems and pack ages for net con tent. His wife has been re tired for
a cou ple of years and they plan to travel for awhile. Con grat u la -
tions Mike!

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion

A few per son nel changes re cently, Wanxi Chen has joined
our staff as a Chem ist I. He has a Ph.D. in Phys i cal Chem is try.
Pre vi ously, Dr. Chen held a re search po si tion with a lo cal lab o -
ra tory. James Milliam has been pro moted from Cou rier Driver
to a Chem is try Tech I. The cou rier and one of the field chem ist
po si tions will be ad ver tised shortly.

The lab has in stalled a new GC and a FTIR. They are now in
the pro cess of set ting up test meth ods to an a lyze both biofuel
sam ples as well as pe tro leum fu els. Two of our em ploy ees are
plan ning to travel to Mary land for FTIR train ing at the be gin -
ning of Oc to ber.

We have com pleted the con ver sions of two Dodge Sprint ers
into mo bile lab vans. They are ex pected to use less fuel due be -
cause of their ef fi cient die sel en gines com pared to the gas o line
pow ered step vans that make up our cur rent fleet. State agen cies 
are un der a man date to re duce pe tro leum use by 20% by the
year 2010. Since we can’t re duce our miles driven, we are look -
ing to meet that goal by driv ing more ef fi ciently and us ing al ter -
na tive fu els We are still work ing on a third Sprinter and ex pect
to or der two more this year. 

Stan dards Lab
Ronnie Eubanks and Harry Moody au dited the lab o ra tory for 

NVLAP in Au gust. Thanks to the work of Cliff Murray, lab o ra -
tory qual ity as sur ance man ager, and ex per tise of all lab o ra tory
metrologists, the au dit went ex tremely well. Cliff was re spon si -
ble for sig nif i cant re vi sions of qual ity pro gram to com ply with
the new re quire ments of ISO Stan dard 17025-2005. Sharon
Woodard even com mented that Harry asked a lot more ques -
tions than any other pre vi ous au di tor did. She an swered each
with out hes i ta tion and with a level of pro fes sion al ism that im -
pressed both au di tors. The only au dit find ing (yes, only one!)
con cerned the new re quire ment to ac tively seek cus tomer feed -
back. This sys tem was al ready in de vel op ment and has since
been com pleted. L.F. has been heard to say that he ac tu ally en -
joyed this au dit! It was re ally a plea sure to sit back and ob serve
how the NVLAP ac cred i ta tion pro cess has helped to lead the
lab o ra tory to a new level of pro fes sion al ism. Ac cred i ta tion re -
quired a con sid er able ef fort. Now, we fi nally feel that we have
reached a main te nance level and are en joy ing the ben e fits of ac -
cred i ta tion. There are still im prove ments to make. There al -
ways will be. Con stant qual ity im prove ment is a pro cess, not a
goal. This NVLAP au dit con firmed that the NC Stan dards Lab -
o ra tory is pro gress ing pro fi ciently along that end less path to -
ward the future.

L.F. at tended the South west ern Mea sure ment As sur ance
Pro gram (SWAP) meet ing in Las Cru ces, New Mex ico. Some
of the new mem bers of SWAP ques tioned the North Carolina
con nec tion to the South west, but we truly ap pre ci ate North
Carolina’s long time adop tion by our South ern neigh bor. The
ad di tion of SWAP pro fi ciency test ing and train ing pro vides our 
lab many re sources. Par tic i pa tion in both pro grams af fords the
lab train ing op por tu ni ties that could not ex ist with out to tally
shut ting the lab down for a sin gle re gional meet ing. Pro fi ciency 
tests are strength ened for all par tic i pants by the in creased num -
ber of mea sure ments. Fi nally, shar ing in for ma tion across re -
gions is one of the stron gest ad van tages of the NIST Weights
and Mea sures Di vi sion, State Lab o ra tory Program. Again we
thank NIST WMD and SWAP for this opportunity.

As con struc tion plans con tinue to ex pand for the area around 
the NC Stan dards Lab o ra tory, we are con tin u ing to re search ro -
botic mass com para tors. These will al low Mass Ech e lons I and
II work to be done af ter hours when con struc tion and traf fic vi -
bra tion lev els are low. The leg is la ture has ap pro pri ated fund ing 
for this equip ment as both a stop gap mea sure un til a new lab o -
ra tory can be built and as a step for ward into the fu ture. These
com para tors will al low the lab o ra tory to pro vide the higher lev -
els of mass cal i bra tion ac cu racy needed by our cus tom ers (es -
pe cially the many we serve in the phar ma ceu ti cal in dus try).
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Once again L.F. hopes to stay on the lead ing edge of tech nol -
ogy in stead of the bleed ing edge of ex pe ri ence. (He’s been in
both po si tions often!) Sometimes the line between the two is
very narrow indeed!

LP-Gas Sec tion

We got ap proval for a new LP-Gas Site In spec tor po si tion
with the 2007-08 bud get. It will based in the Ra leigh and cover
an 11 county area.  We cur rently have 4 site in spec tors for the
en tire state, so this will be a long needed shift in work load for
those guys. We will ad ver tise this po si tion shortly.

James Lam bert, our LP-Gas site in spec tor for West ern North 
Carolina was the NCDA&CS Em ployee of the Month for Au -
gust.

Our LP-Gas En gi neer, Rich ard Fredenburg, par tic i pated in
the NPGA Tech nol ogy, Stan dards, and Safety Com mit tee
meet ing in Kan sas City in Sep tem ber.  Also that month, he at -
tended the an nual staff meet ing of the Florida LP-Gas Bu reau
to dis cuss mat ters of mu tual con cern.

With the re cently is sued 2008 edi tion NFPA 58, the LP-Gas
Code, we are in the pro cess of get ting ready to en force the new
edi tion be gin ning on Jan u ary 1, 2008

TENNESSEE

Fall is upon us which means that the an nual South ern
Weights and Mea sures As so ci a tion meet ing is right around the
cor ner.  Tim Chesser has de vel oped an out stand ing pro gram for 
this year’s meet ing in Lit tle Rock, AR.  We hope to have sev -
eral mem bers at tend ing this ses sion which will be high lighted
by the Au to matic Tem per a ture Com pen sa tion (ATC) dis cus -
sion.

Speak ing of ATC, Bob Wil liams re cently at tended the ATC
Steer ing Com mit tee meet ing in Chi cago which in cluded at ten -
dees with a wide range of ex per tise.  Don Onwiler, Chair man of 
the Steer ing Com mit tee, did an out stand ing job in fa cil i tat ing
this ses sion with help from the other com mit tee mem bers.  Dif -
fer ent points of view were pre sented and dis cussed dur ing this
ses sion with ev ery one in at ten dance hav ing an equal op por tu -
nity to ask ques tions and pres ent their points of view.

Randy Jennings and Bob Wil liams at tended the Na tional
Con fer ence on Weights and Mea sures (NCWM) in July held at
Salt Lake, Utah.  A num ber of im por tant and timely is sues were
dis cussed and voted on dur ing this con fer ence. 

Our in spec tors re cently com pleted their an nual in spec tion of 
cot ton gin bale scales and will be be gin ning to bacco ware house 
scale in spec tions soon.  Fall live stock scale in spec tions be gan
in mid Sep tem ber.  Two (2) of our large scale test ing units have
re cently been in the shop for an ex tended pe riod of time due to
trans mis sion and en gine prob lems.  This has made for some in -
ter est ing sched ul ing for our staff!

We have re cently pur chased and in stalled two (2) new bal -
ances in our me trol ogy lab o ra tory.  Our Me trolo gist, Ken
Wilmoth, has made great strides in re viv ing our lab o ra tory pro -
gram and we sin cerely ap pre ci ate all of the as sis tance and pa -
tience that our neigh bor ing state labs have ex tended to us.

NIST Weights and Mea sures Di vi sion will be con duct ing a
joint fed eral/state spon sored in struc tor train ing course on NIST
Hand book 133, “Check ing the Net Con tents of Pack aged
Goods” in Nash ville Sep tem ber 23-28, 2007.  This course will
be con ducted at our train ing fa cil ity and we look for ward to
meet ing the at ten dees along with see ing the NIST in struc tors.
We have been for tu nate to at tend these type courses in the past
and have found them to be very ben e fi cial.

See you in Lit tle Rock!!

The 62nd  An nual Con fer ence
By Randy Burns

The 62nd An nual Con fer ence of the South ern Weights and
Mea sures As so ci a tion held Oc to ber 21-24, 2007 in Lit tle Rock,
Ar kan sas is now his tory. Over 120 del e gates and guests rep re -
sent ing gov ern ment and in dus try from nu mer ous states chose to 
participate.

The South ern has al ways been a fo rum for ex chang ing ideas
and work ing to ward is sues vi tal to the weights and mea sures
com mu nity. Once again all the com po nents were there for a
suc cess ful and pro duc tive con fer ence : Is sues, op por tu nity and
a group of  ded i cated del e gates will ing to lis ten as well as share
their ideas and experience.

Pe tro leum-based is sues ad dressed were those fore most on
our minds. Au to matic tem per a ture com pen sa tion and biodiesel
la bel ing were among those hot top ics of dis cus sion. One plan of 
ac tion to come as a re sult is that the SWMA is en cour ag ing the
Pro fes sional De vel op ment Com mit tee to work with the Spec i fi -
ca tions and Tol er ance and Law and Reg u la tion Com mit tees on
de vel op ing the pos si bil ity of an au to matic tem per a ture com -
pen sa tion train ing course for the test ing of re tail mo tor fuel de -
vices in the event the Na tional Con fer ences ap proves au to matic
tem per a ture com pen sa tion. Ed u ca tion was also an of fer ing. To
better in form the reg u la tors there was pre sen ta tion on AReg u la -
tory Im ped i ments to Eth a nol Blend ing in the South east@ by
Daniel H. Moenter of the Marathon Petroleum Company.

Sandwiched in be tween com mit tee ses sions, par tic i pants
were af forded the op por tu nity to dine on world class bar be cue
and trim mings by the  Mem phis World Cham pi on ship win ners
Jim and Becky John son of the Com plete Scale Service.

It was a time also to honor the long-term ef forts of Weights
and Mea sure sup port ers Mike Belue, Dick Suiter and Tom
Coleman on their re tire ments.

Mike Belue, of Belue As so ci ates was hon ored with a life time 
mem ber ship and plaque for his 31 years of com mit ment to the
SWMA( and by his count over 150 weights and mea sures con -
fer ences), the last seven of which he served as chap lain. Mike
has been a long time sup porter of weights and measures.

Dick Suiter, NIST re ceived a plaque and thanks for his many
con tri bu tions as NIST Tech ni cal Ad vi sor to the Spec i fi ca tions
and Tol er ance Com mit tee, NTETC Weigh ing Sec tor and his
long-term as sis tance in the de vel op ment of Handbook 44.
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Tom Coleman NIST also re ceived this rec og ni tion for his
role as NIST Tech ni cal Ad vi sor to the Laws and Reg u la tions
Com mit tee as well as his aid in the evo lu tion of NIST Hand -
books' 130 and 133.

There was even a lit tle time to kick back and so cial ize at the
Lit tle Rock Sup per Club where at ten dees and their guests were

treated to an op por tu nity to dine, so cial ize and en joy live en ter -
tain ment.

To host a con fer ence is a daunt ing, but re ward ing task. We
would like to thank all of you for this op por tu nity and your co -
op er a tion, as sis tance and un der stand ing. We hope this meet ing
will be re mem bered as well worth the time and effort.

Del e gates and guests en joy ing lunch at the Riverfront Am phi the ater 

along the sce nic Ar kan sas River.



 Southern Weights & Measures Association      Page 5

Rich ard (Dick) Suiter re ceives spe cial rec og ni tion for his

ser vice and friend ship to the SWMA

Mike Belue ac cept ing an hon or ary life time mem ber ship 

to the SWMA.
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Del e gates and guests en joy ing lunch at the Riverfront Am phi the ater

along the sce nic Ar kan sas River.




