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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

GEORGIA

The good news in Geor gia is that the rain fall is up, but the
bad news is that the rev e nues are down. We have lost 8 Fuel and 
Mea sures per son nel in the last 8 months due to re tire ment,
death, or better jobs. The gaps to be filled are get ting larger and
larger. We will be los ing our only Metro At lanta small scale in -
spec tor at the end of the year. So far we have been keep ing up
with the re quests and com plaints mainly in the va cant ar eas.
The fur loughs have stopped for the last 2 months, but July 1
starts a new fis cal year and the bud get is go ing to be tighter.

On the scale side of things the gold buy ing rush has slowed
down a bit in the State of Geor gia, but our small scale in spec -
tors and the su per vi sors still are spot check ing places dur ing the 
week and the week ends too. We have cov ered all the pawn
shops, jew elry stores, ho tels, mo tel, flea mar kets, etc. Our
small scale in spec tors are starting to go through out the state
check ing the net weight on bot tle filled pro pane tanks. We have 
had sev eral com plaints about the weight of the tanks and we
will be do ing spot in spec tions on sev eral lo ca tions through out
the state to check for con for mity.

Our Large Scale truck in spec tors have been reg is tered with
the GIPSA pro gram to in spect grain scales for the fed eral Grain 
Pro gram.  I would like to thank Bill Bates and his folks for help -
ing us in this pro cess. We are cur rently work ing the state with
only 5 large scale trucks due to the re tire ment of Jim Col lins in
South Geor gia. We wish Jim a long and; pros per ity re tire ment.
We will prob a bly be able to re align the ter ri to ries and get by
with only 5 trucks.

We have lost 3 re tail fuel in spec tors due to re tire ments in the
state and this has slowed down our reg u lar in spec tion in this
area to only spot checks and qual ity com plaint checks. We have 
lost two of our Fuel Cal i bra tion In spec tors due to better job op -
por tu ni ties and re tire ment. This has put a strain on the re main -
ing two cal i bra tion in spec tors where one works the North half
of the state and the other the South part of the state. Our su per -
vi sors have been go ing to the ter mi nals wit ness ing the me ters
be ing cal i brated by cer ti fied me ter companies that check them
4 times a year.

We are look ing for ward to get ting a new Lab o ra tory built in
Tifton with a tar get date for Com ple tion in De cem ber 2010.

The new Geor gia De part ment of Ag ri cul ture Oil Lab.  Will
have over 7000 sq. feet of ac tual lab space.  The lab is not only
for die sel, ker o sene, gasoline and eth a nol but also for en gine oil 
and anti-freeze test ing.  It will also be a cen ter of State-of-Art
bio-die sel test ing fa cil ity.  It shall be a paperless op er a tion with
a high de gree of au to ma tion.  Da vid Au, fuel di rec tor has re -
quested $4 mil lion dol lars for equip ment up dat ing and pur chas -
ing.  In ad di tion, we plan to ac quire one or two Mo bile
Lab o ra to ries to han dle con sumer com plaints in metro-At lanta
area.  Based on 12 to 18 months in spec tion in ter val, we ex pect
to process 30,000 samples annually.” 

MARYLAND

 Where has 2009 gone?  Here it is June 23rd and it seems like
yes ter day it was 20 de grees and snow ing.  Mary land has ex pe ri -
enced a very wet spring with only 12 dry days since April. 

Mary land has filled five (5) va cant po si tions since Jan u ary
2009.  We wel come Ed Payne a 25-year em ployee to his new
po si tion as Scale NTEP Eval u a tor.  We thank Steve Cook from
NIST for as sist ing Mary land in this train ing and tran si tion pe -
riod. We have also hired an in di vid ual for our Me trol ogy Lab
and two field po si tions who will be start ing later this sum mer.
We will an nounce the names of the ad di tional new em ploy ees
in the next newsletter.  

We ex tend our con grat u la tions to Rich Tomarelli for his pro -
mo tion to Field Su per vi sor.  His 30 years of Weights and Mea -
sures ex pe ri ence with USDA has been a tre men dous as set to the 
de part ment since he joined MDA three years ago.  

Fi nally, Mary land Weights and Mea sures is com ing into the
com puter age and is tak ing the nec es sary steps to com plete in -
spec tions elec tron i cally.  We have com pleted the first step by
is su ing 15 laptops to our Field Staff. These lap tops all have
wire less internet cards and each in spec tor has a wire less key to
ac cess our of fice data base from the field. Each in spec tor also
has been is sued an email ad dress through the de part ment and
we can send as sign ments and con sumer com plaints di rectly to
them via the internet. Sorry U.S. Post Office. 

This spring Mary land im ple mented a spe cial price ver i fi ca -
tion in spec tion sur vey at stores other than gro cery stores. This
in cluded any store that used scan ners at the front end or cash



 Page 2        Southern Weights & Measures Association

reg is ter. Our in spec tors in spected 82 firms and found 41 in vi o -
la tion of NIST hand book 130. We fol lowed up with ad di tional
in spec tions and is sued 18 stores civil pen al ties for re peated vi o -
la tions. Our plans are to fol low up with an other sur vey this
sum mer. We plan to in clude the results in the next newsletter.

Short weight pack ages con tin ues to be a prob lem and Mary -
land has col lected a to tal of $ 14,500 in civil pen al ties since the
end of Jan u ary to the pres ent û many of which were re peat vi o -
la tors. We will con tinue to ad dress this is sue and hope for better 
re sults next quar ter.  

The fol low ing is a list of Mary land firms that were found in
vi o la tion of Mary land Weights and Mea sures Laws and were
assessed a civil penalty: 

• On Feb ru ary 11, 2009, MDA re ceived $750.00 for a civil
pen alty for short weight as sessed to Safeway #1089,
Gaithersburg, MD 20878.  

• On March 12, 2009, MDA re ceived $750.00 for a civil
pen alty for short weight as sessed to BJÆs Whole sale Club
#132, Bowie, MD 20716.   

• On April 10, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
for short weight as sessed to Fresh World, Glen Burnie, MD
21061.  

• On April 27, 2009, MDA re ceived $750.00 for a civil pen alty
for short weight as sessed to Gi ant Food #132, Bethesda, MD
20814.  

• On April 27, 2009, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty for short weight as sessed to Bloom #2708, Rockville,
MD 20852.  

• On April 28, 2009, MDA re ceived $1,000.00 for a civil
pen alty for short weight as sessed to Super Fresh #943, Sil ver
Spring, MD 20906.  

• On May 19, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
for price ver i fi ca tion as sessed to K- Mart, Fred er ick, MD
21702.  The civil pen alty was as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion. 

• On May 19, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Sta ples #7289, Owings
Mills, MD 21117.  

• On May 19, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Petco #1771, Forestville,
MD 20746.  

• On May 19, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Mor For Less, Cum ber land, MD
21502.  On May 20, 2009, MDA re ceived $250.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Trop i cal Mar ket,
Bal ti more, MD 21228.  

• On May 20, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Tar get #1045, Owings Mills,
MD 21117.  

• On June 3, 2009, MDA re ceived $750.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Weis Mar ket #111, West min ster,
MD 21157.  

• On June 17, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced Auto Parts,
Fred er ick, MD 21702.  

• On June 23, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced Auto Parts,
West min ster, MD 21157.  

• On June 23, 2009, MDA re ceived $1,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #198,
Po to mac, MD 20854.  

• On June 23, 2009, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #152, Sil ver Spring,
MD 20904.  

• On June 23, 2009, MDA re ceived $750.00 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food #342, Mar low
Heights, MD 20748.  

• On June 23, 2009, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Han Ah Reum, Wheaton,
MD 20902.  

NORTH CAROLINA

Many states have faced bud get prob lems this past year, we
know ours will con tinue in 2009-2010. In spec tions have con -
tin ued, but we have had to deal with re stric tions on pur chases,
sup plies and fill ing po si tions and pay re ver sions. We ex pect a
10% or more re duc tion in our ap pro pri ated bud get next fiscal
year.

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion
Low va por pres sure sea son be gan on June 1. About 30% of

the sta tions in NC are sell ing gas o line with 10% eth a nol, which
are al lowed a 1 lb. va por pres sure tol er ance to the EPA des ig -
nated fu els we may use.

The bud get short fall is hav ing an im pact on the Mo tor Fu els
Sec tion. We are not able to fill va can cies (in clud ing a new field
in spec tor po si tion ap proved ear lier in the fis cal year) or make
any large ex pen di tures. Some non-crit i cal test ing has been sus -
pended un til next year (July) as we lack the nec es sary sup plies
for them.

The Mo tor Fu els Lab con tin ues to re ceive many con sumer
com plaints on fuel qual ity. More than 200 com plaints have al -
ready been logged for the year. 

Mea sure ment Sec tion
The Mea sure ment Sec tion has just com pleted sev eral dif fer -

ent sea sonal in spec tion tasks that come up this time of year.
We won der why we never can get caught up in our in spec tion
pro cess, but then you just look at the time we in vest in these
types of in spec tions that are out side our nor mal agenda, you
will get your an swer.  Taxi me ters in volve sev eral in spec tors



Southern Weights & Measures Association                                                                                            Page 3

for sev eral weeks.  Cu cum ber scales, pro duce scales and road
side stands have a nar row win dow and reg u lar du ties must be
put aside to take care of them be fore the short sea son is gone.
Blue ber ries, straw ber ries and other early prod ucts must be
checked at the packer for cor rect net con tent.  Live stock scales
must be tested in the spring.  

Peo ple are trav el ing more, prices of gas o line are ris ing as
they al ways do this time of the year and along with it the com -
plaints are ris ing as well.  Sounds like I’m com plain ing my self,
does n’t it?   I guess we need to look at it as job se cu rity and
carry on.

Any way those tasks are be hind us for this year and we can
set tle into our reg u lar du ties for awhile.  We are lucky that we
are fully staffed and we should be able to ac com plish many of
our in spec tion goals for the year.

Stan dards Lab o ra tory
Con grat u la tions to Sharon Woodard, who was named as our

new Lab Man ager mid June. She has been a me trolo gist at the
lab for 18 years and is look ing for ward to her new op por tu ni -
ties. I would like to thank Cliff Murray, who has served as our
in terim man ager for the past 11 months, and all the staff at the
lab for step ping up and main tain ing the qual ity of their work
while we worked to fill this po si tion. Dur ing this pe riod they
sub mit ted both NIST WMD trace abil ity cer tif i cate re newal and 
NVALP ap pli ca tion on time.

The lab ap plied to par tic i pate in the NC De part ment of La -
bor’s (DOL) Pub lic Star safety pro gram. This in cluded a rather
de tailed ap pli ca tion, in volve ment of all staff in safety aware -
ness, prac tices and doc u men ta tion as well as an au dit and in ter -
views by DOL staff. It was al most a year long pro cess, but they
re ceived a rec om men da tion for the award from the au di tor,
which should even tu ally be ap proved by the Sec re tary of La bor
be fore they will be pre sented their award. Con grat u la tions!  

SWAM Pol icy on Fund ing for An nual Meet ing

The fol low ing pol icy was adopted by the SWMA Board of
Di rec tors at the 2008 An nual Meet ing in At lanta, Geor gia:

It shall be the SWMA pol icy that SWMA shall not ac cept
con tri bu tions for con fer ence so cial events.

The in tent of this pol icy is to en sure that: (1) All costs for
re cep tions, out ings, and other so cial func tions shall be paid
for by reg is tra tion fees, an nual dues, and/or spe cial par tic i -
pa tion fees, and (2) any con tri bu tions ac cepted by the
SWMA shall be used as di rected by the con trib u tor (can not
ac cept con tri bu tions for so cial func tions) and the con trib u -
tor must spec ify a use for the funds (e.g., train ing schol ar -
ships, website en hance ments and main te nance, de fray ing
the cost of busi ness meetingsà).

Changes to By laws:

It was also agreed at the 2008 An nual Meet ing that the
SWMA should con sider changes to the By laws that are nec es -
sary to move for ward in a man ner con sis tent with the above pol -
icy change.  Ar ti cle V û Amend ments to By laws re quires that:

ARTICLE V-AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS 
Sec tion 1.  These By laws may be al tered, amended, or added to
by a two-thirds ma jor ity vote of the ju ris dic tions pres ent at an
an nual meet ing of the As so ci a tion.  If nine ju ris dic tions or more
are rep re sented, it shall con sti tute a quo rum.  Any pro posed
changes to the By laws shall be sub mit ted in writ ing to the Of fi -
cers and the Board of Di rec tors at least sixty days be fore the
date of the next an nual meet ing.  The Pres i dent of the As so ci a -
tion shall have the Ed i tor-in-Chief of the South ern Weights and
Mea sures News let ter promptly print in the News let ter, cop ies of 
all pro posed amend ments and mail these cop ies to mem bers of
the As so ci a tion, not later than fif teen days be fore the date of the
next an nual meet ing.

There fore, it was agreed at the meet ing that the SWMA
should put the fol low ing changes for ward for vote at the 2009
An nual Meet ing.

Amend Ar ti cle IX, as fol lows:

Sec tion 14 -The prin ci ple re spon si bil i ties of the As so ci ate
Mem ber ship Com mit tee shall be to se cure ad di tional in dus try
mem bers, pro mote in dus try at ten dance at an nual meet ings, plan 
and rec om mend to the Board of Di rec tors the so cial ac tiv i ties of
the an nual meet ing, and to col lect and dis pense all funds re lated
to the so cial ac tiv i ties of the an nual meet ing, and to ad vise and
as sist the As so ci a tion on mat ters of mu tual in ter est to the As so -
ci a tion..  There shall orig i nally be ap pointed three mem bers for
a pe riod of one year, three mem bers for a pe riod of two years,
and three mem bers for a pe riod of three years.  The As so ci ate
Mem ber ship Com mit tee shall an nu ally elect a chair man and
vice-chair man from its mem bers and these names shall be re -
ported to the Pres i dent of the As so ci a tion.  The chair man shall
keep the Pres i dent and Board of Di rec tors ap praised of the com -
mit tee's ac tiv i ties, and the chair man shall make an an nual re port
of the com mit tee's ac tiv i ties to the mem bers dur ing the an nual
meet ing.

Amend Ar ti cle X - Dues as fol lows:

Sec tion 2.  In or der to help de fray the ex penses of a meet ing,
a reg is tra tion fee may be col lected from each per son at tend ing
the meet ing, the amount of which shall be de ter mined by
two-thirds vote of the Board of Di rec tors Pres i dent of the As -
so ci a tion. The pay ment of the reg is tra tion fee is ex pected of
each per son in at ten dance, how ever ex cep tions may be granted
by the Pres i dent.
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Con tact SWMA
The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual dues are $50.  Mem ber ship in qui ries should be di rected to:

   N. Da vid Smith,  SWMA Sec re tary-Trea surer     NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Ser vices

   1001 Mail Ser vice Cen ter Ra leigh, NC 27699-1001     Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223       Fax:  919-715-0026
   E-Mail: Da vid.Smith@ncagr.gov   www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA     1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216    E-mail:  wdbrasher@charter.net

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

In Memoriam 
Seraphin Test Mea sures Sales Man ager

Bohdan "Danny" Kushnir
 June 9, 1948 -  May 19, 2009

Dan Kushnir, died Tues day, May 19, 2009.  Dan was born and still cur rently re sided in Phil a -
del phia, PA.  In his spare time Dan en joyed spend ing time with his Fam ily, 4 grand chil dren and
their dogs. He re cently came back from a Dis ney World va ca tion with his grandkids. Dan is sur -
vived by his Daugh ter and son-in-law along with their 4 chil dren, 3 sis ters, 3 broth ers and many
nieces and nephews.

Dan be gan work ing for Seraphin Test Mea sures in Sep tem ber 1973, where he be gan in the
shop work ing with sheet metal. He worked his way up to Jr. En gi neer, Sales man and even tu ally
Sales Man ager. Dan was an ac tive par tic i pant in the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Mea -
sures, had at tended nu mer ous Weights and Mea sures con fer ences for all the re gions and was the
As so ci ate Chair man for South ern Weights and Mea sures dur ing his ca reer.  He de voted 36 years
to Seraphin and had a great im pact on the suc cess of the com pany. Dan has been best de scribed as 
an Am bas sa dor for Seraphin Test Mea sures. All that knew him will re mem ber his ever pres ent
smile and his pleas ant dis po si tion. Family, friends and work were Dan's life.

Fam ily and Friends are in vited to Mass, Sat ur day, May 23, 2009 at 11:00am where friends
may call from 10:30am at St. Al bert the Great Church, 212 Welsh Rd., Hun ting ton Val ley, PA.
In leiu of flow ers, me mo rial gifts may be made to Amer i can Heart As so ci a tion, P.O. Box 15120
Chi cago, IL 60693.

Dan will be re mem bered and missed by all the peo ple whose lives he had touched.




