
Southern

Weights & Measures

Association

 123nd Edition SWMA Newsletter                               January 2011

JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

GEORGIA

Jan u ary 10, 2011 was a his toric day for the State of
Geor gia.  Mr. Gary W. Black was sworn in as the new
Com mis sioner of Ag ri cul ture.  Com mis sioner Black and
his wife Lydia live in Com merce, Geor gia where they
own and op er ate Har mony Grove Farms.  We at the De -
part ment of Ag ri cul ture are very ex cited and are look ing
for ward to work ing with Com mis sioner Black.  Mr. Billy
Skaggs has been ap pointed to serve as the De part ments
Chief Op er a tions Of fi cer and for mer Dep uty Com mis -
sioner James Sutton has been ap pointed Chief Ad min is -
tra tion Of fi cer.   

The State of Geor gia re ceived blast of win ter weather
dur ing the sec ond week of Jan u ary.  Many parts of the
state re ceived snow, sleet and freez ing rain.  Many
schools and busi nesses were closed for sev eral days as
were gov ern ment of fices, in clud ing ours.   

The prog ress con tin ues with the build ing of our new
lab com plex in Tifton, Geor gia.  The con struc tion is com -
ing along right on sched ule.   We an tic i pate to start ing op -
er a tions there dur ing late spring or early sum mer.  

Our di vi sion cou rier, Clyde Young is still cur rently at
home un der go ing can cer treat ment.  We miss Clyde
greatly at work and are wish ing him a speedy re cov ery. 
Please keep Clyde and his fam ily in your prayers dur ing
this dif fi cult time.  

NORTH CAROLINA

Mea sure ment Sec tion

2010 is com ing to an end and look ing back at our ac -
com plish ments we are a lit tle be hind our re sults for 2009.  
We don’t like to make ex cuses but, a cou ple of the guys
were out for ex tended amounts of time with knee re place -
ments. (Randy Snipes is still out as he is hav ing con tin ued 
com pli ca tions with his sur gery.)  Also a cou ple of guys
have been out with back is sues.  Get ting old can be a drag, 
can’t it?

What we did in 2010 –    

2010 Tested Rejected
Re jected
Rate (%)

Re tail Mo tor Fuel
Dispensers

90,771 9,076 10.00

Fuel Meters 3,015 389 12.90

Small and Me dium
Scale

30,983 2,660 8.59

Large Scales 2,502 484 19.34

Price Scan ning Sys -
tems

5,690 264 4.64

Pack ages 3,256,602 114,067 3.50

Stop Sales (pack ages) 1,364

To tal Vis its 16,263

Rich ard Turner re tired at the end of De cem ber with
over 36 years of ser vice. Rich ard tested fuel dis pens ers,
scales, price scans and net con tent in spec tions. He was
also among the few that did oys ters and other non-rou tine
in spec tions for us. Con grat u la tions Rich ard!

By the time you are read ing this Christ mas and New
Year will be be hind us.  I hope you had a very Merry
Christ mas and a Happy New Year.  I hope you re ceived
all you wanted for Christ mas and that you can meet all
your New Year Res o lu tions in 2011.  Re mem ber it’s up to 
you!!!



 Page 2        Southern Weights & Measures Association

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion

Mr. Dinesh Tai lor has joined the Mo tor Fu els Lab staff
as a Chem ist I. Mr. Tai lor pre vi ously worked in the paint
in dus try and he also worked for the NC Dept. of Cor rec -
tions. The Mo tor Fu els Lab will soon fill a va cant Oc tane
An a lyst po si tion.  

We con tinue to see is sues with Phase Sep a ra tion. We
had ex pected that the Phase Sep a ra tion con dem na tions
would greatly de crease once the ma jor ity of sta tions had
gone through the con ver sion pro cess to E10. Ap prox i -
mately ninety-five per cent of the sta tions in NC have con -
verted to E10; how ever, we con tinue to spend a lot of time 

on Phase Sep a ra tion con dem na tions. 

Stan dards Lab o ra tory 

The last quar ter of the year is a slow time for Stan dards
Lab o ra tory.  The hol i days are ap proach ing and va ca tions
are in the air.  But be fore the lab be came va cant I do have a 
cou ple of suc cess sto ries to re port. 

We com pleted our an nual OWM sub mis sions which
were due No vem ber 15, 2010.   

Joey Creasy, our Main te nance Me chanic II, left us at
the end of Sep tem ber.  I’m proud to an nounce Jody
Desourdy ac cepted that po si tion and be gan work ing for us 
De cem ber 14, 2010.  The lab looks much ti dier since his
ar rival.

We fin ished up the year with two suc cess ful Test Can
Days, one in No vem ber the other in De cem ber. We con -
ducted them in our lab o ra tory for those last min ute pe tro -
leum tech ni cians who did n’t make the sites we had set up

out in the field the first two weeks in Oc to ber.  We cal i -
brated over four hun dred 5 gal lon test mea sures this fall,
428 to be ex act, which was about twenty cans less than
what we did last year.

Stan dards Lab o ra tory is gear ing up for our first an nual 
re port we must sub mit to the Star Safety Pro gram com -
mit tee, which is due in Feb ru ary.  A lot of hard work has
gone into be ing one of the first labs in our de part ment to
have this rec og ni tion and we are look ing for ward to shar -
ing our suc cess with oth ers.  Safety has al ways been one
of our top pri or i ties in the de part ment and the Stan dards
Lab staff has done an amaz ing job with main tain ing our
safety pro gram ac ci dent free.

The grain mois ture me ter test ing pro gram ended its
2010 har vest with a spotty soy bean crop. Yields were
down and dam age was up. While find ing ro bust sam ples
for the 2011 test ing sea son was dif fi cult, we were able to
find an ad e quate amount for the up com ing year. We look
for ward to the be gin ning of a new year of grain in spec -
tion.

LP-Gas Sec tion

The NC State Fair had re cord at ten dance this year, al -
most 1.1 mil lion vis i tors! That means there was a lot of
food be ing cooked for the masses and a lot of pro pane
tanks. We in spected the pro pane in stal la tions for nearly
300 ven dors on a daily ba sis, even week ends, to be sure
con di tions were safe for both ven dors and vis i tors alike.

With the re lease of the 2011 edi tion of the LP-Gas
Code (NFPA 58), we started en forc ing it on Jan u ary 1,
2011.
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