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JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

GEORGIA

We at the Geor gia De part ment of Ag ri cul ture’s
Fuel & Mea sures Di vi sion are cur rently oc cu pied
with sev eral is sues.  Most no ta bly, we re cently held a
pub lic hear ing for the pur pose of mak ing changes to
our fuel ad ver tis ing reg u la tions.  The new reg u la -
tions will call for only cash/credit prices to be dis -
played on the main high way signs.  Any ad di tional
dis counts must be ad ver tised on an cil lary signs in the 
form of cents per gal lon dis count rather than price
per gal lon.   

Our new lab com plex in Tifton, Geor gia is near ing
to tal com ple tion.  We re cently hosted NIST Weights
& Mea sures Chief Carol Hockert at the new lab.  She
was given a tour of the Me trol ogy Lab as well as our
new Fuel Lab.  Our grand open ing cer e mony will be
Oc to ber 12 and will be at tended by Gov er nor Na than
Deal, Ag ri cul ture Com mis sioner Gary Black and
other dig ni tar ies.

No, the pic ture be low is not Max Gray’s van from
the 60’s, it’s our new Mo bile Fuel Lab and it is up and 
run ning.  It will be op er at ing in the Metro At lanta
area and will be manned by Fuel Chem ist Larry Potts.

Di rec tor Rich Lewis and As sis tant Di rec tor
Marvin Pound will be at tend ing the South ern
Weights & Mea sures As so ci a tion an nual con fer ence
in Nor folk, Vir ginia.  Rich will be serv ing on the L&
R Com mit tee and we are ex cited to an nounce that
Marvin will be chair ing the PDC Com mit tee.  Rich
will also be serv ing on the na tional L&R Com mit tee
start ing next year.

Also dur ing Oc to ber we will have booths at the
Geor gia State Fair in Perry, GA, the Sun belt Expo in
Moultrie, GA, and the Geor gia Con ve nience Store
As so ci a tion Trade Show in Macon, GA.  These
booths will give us the op por tu nity to show case and
pro mote what we do in Fuel & Mea sures.  The Sun -
belt Expo is the larg est ag ri cul tural trade show in the
south east.      
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MARYLAND

Since the last news let ter, Mary land’s three new in -
spec tors have been fully trained and are now test ing
and in spect ing de vices on their own.  With this ad di -
tional man power, we an tic i pate a shorter turn-around
time for in spec tions. This ad di tional man power has
also al lowed us to test most pro pane de liv ery trucks
and home heat ing oil trucks be fore the start of this
heat ing sea son. De spite this new staff ing, we are try -
ing to fill a cur rently va cant po si tion and will try to
fill an other one when a sea soned in spec tor re tires in
No vem ber. 

Be sides de vice in spec tions, Mary land Weights and 
Mea sures staff con tin ues pack age test ing and price
ver i fi ca tion ac tiv i ties. The fol low ing en force ment
ac tions have been taken against vi o la tors:

• On July 14, the Mary land De part ment of
Ag ri cul ture (MDA) re ceived $250 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced
Auto Parts #2294, Churchton, MD 20733.

• On July 14, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Of fice De pot,
Clinton, MD 20735.

• On July 26, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway #107,
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

• On July 29, MDA re ceived $ 750 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 313,
Ger man town, MD 20874.

• On Au gust 1, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to La tino Mar ket,
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

• On Au gust 2, MDA re ceived $1,000 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Weis Mar ket
#129, Da mas cus, MD 20872.

NORTH CAROLINA

Fall is just around the cor ner, “State Fair Time” as
we call it.  The Moun tain State Fair was in early Sep -
tem ber. Ger ald Brown and his staff have teamed
with the Mar ket ing Di vi sion again this year and I un -
der stand they had a great look ing booth.  They have
won blue rib bons the last two years.  Those guys al -
ways put a lot of time in pre par ing and staff ing our
booth and they de serve the rec og ni tion.

We are pre par ing for the NC State Fair sched uled
for Oc to ber 13 – 23, 2010.  The theme for this year is
“Love A Fair.” We will have our an nual stan dards
booth set up to give cus tom ers their weight for free.
We will fea ture our LP Gas sec tion and the im pact
they have on con sumer ser vices. We will also dis -
play some of the his toric stan dards that have been is -
sued to NC over the years, such as our vol ume set
from 1842. Di vi sion em ploy ees staff our booth and
sev eral oth ers through out the fair, but the time com -
mit ment is well worth it.

Our North Geor gia Su per vi sor, Chuck Royal, has
ac cepted a po si tion in the Ad min is tra tion Di vi sion of
the De part ment.   We are pleased to an nounce that
Steve Brannon, L.P. Gas In spec tor, will as sume the
po si tion of Su per vi sor.  Scale In spec tor Mike Norris
will re place Steve as our L.P. Gas In spec tor. 

• On Au gust 4, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Sta ples
#1169, Easton, MD 21601.

• On Au gust 4, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Bestway
Su per mar ket, Hyattsville, MD 20783.

• On Au gust 4, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS
#1468, Sil ver Spring, MD 20901.

• On Au gust 4, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS
#1445, Rockville, MD 20850.

• On Au gust 9, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS
#4411, Bal ti more, MD 21215.

• On Au gust 15, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Greenbelt
Con sumer’s CO-OP, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

• On Sep tem ber 1, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced 
Auto Parts #9066, Sil ver Spring, MD 20904.
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Stan dards Lab o ra tory
 Rob ert Rog ers will be our new qual ity man ager,

re plac ing Cliff Murray.  He will be gin Oc to ber 3,
2011 and will be at tend ing NIST train ing in mid Oc -
to ber.  He co mes to us from Froehling and Rob ert -
son, Inc where he served as their qual ity as sur ance
au di tor for the last 7 ½ years.

Dur ing Oc to ber 3 – 11, we will be mak ing our an -
nual 5 gal lon test mea sure run. We be gin our jour ney
from Greens boro, trav el ing as far west as Fletcher,
mak ing stops in Char lotte and Greenville, be fore
end ing in Lumberton for our an nual.  Metrologists
Van Hyder and Ashley Lessard will cal i brate over
400 test mea sures dur ing this 7 day pro cess.  This
will be Ashley’s first year ex pe ri enc ing this op por tu -
nity to work out in the field.

The Grain Mois ture sec tion just com pleted its corn 
har vest. De spite a spotty sea son and a hur ri cane
bear ing down on North Carolina, ad e quate sam ples
were col lected for the up com ing in spec tion year.  We 
will be gin our soy bean har vest in Oc to ber. 

Cheryl Tew re tired Sep tem ber 30, af ter 31 years of 
state ser vice (26 of those in the grain mois ture pro -
gram). The search is on now for her re place ment and
we will keep you ap prised of when the po si tion is
filled.

Mo tor Fu els Lab o ra tory
The HVAC ren o va tions to the 1976 wing of the

Mo tor Fu els Lab are 25% com plete. We are con tin u -
ing to con duct test ing in this wing while con struc tion 
is go ing on. This has re quired a good bit of co or di na -

tion be tween the lab and the con trac tors, but it is
work ing out well so far. This ren o va tion will bring
the wing up to cur rent stan dards while add ing some
ad di tional fume hoods.

Mea sure ment Sec tion
We thought we were get ting a han dle on price

scan ning er rors but busi nesses are start ing to slip it
ap pears.  As of the end of Au gust we have com pleted
around 2250 price scan in spec tions with 448 of them
fail ing due to an over charge er ror rate ex ceed ing 2%.  
53 lo ca tions have paid civil pen al ties for a to tal of
$82,012.66 and 8 more are pend ing with an amount
of $14,057.00 and we still have 4 more months to go.  
As re quired by law, these mon ies are given to the
county school sys tems in which the civil pen al ties
were ac cessed with the ex cep tion of pro cess ing fees.

LP-Gas Sec tion
 We have fi nally launched our da ta base for

LP-Gas in spec tions. With com pli ance rates slip ping
over the last sev eral years, we needed to mo ti vate
peo ple to make the nec es sary re pairs. The main pur -
pose of the da ta base is to track vi o la tions found dur -
ing in spec tions which al lows for the gen er a tion of a
warn ing let ter and, if nec es sary, a civil pen alty as -
sess ment. There were a lot of tech ni cal/pro gram -
ming is sues to re solve, but our pro gram mer, Su san
Myrick, has been very pa tient and ded i cated to this
pro ject.  At the mo ment we are only cap tur ing in for -
ma tion on our bulk plant in spec tions but we plan to
add on other in spec tions later.
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Con tact SWMA
The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual dues are $50.  Mem ber ship in qui ries should be di rected to:

   N. Da vid Smith,  SWMA Sec re tary-Trea surer     NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Ser vices

   1001 Mail Ser vice Cen ter Ra leigh, NC 27699-1001     Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223       Fax:  919-715-0026
   E-Mail: Da vid.Smith@ncagr.gov   www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA     1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216    E-mail:  wdbrasher@char ter.net

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216




