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JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

GEORGIA

The Fuel & Mea sures Di vi sion of the Geor gia De -
part ment of Ag ri cul ture cur rently finds it self with
many in ter est ing items.  The De part ment has re -
cently started a new de part ment wide lead er ship pro -
gram. A few em ploy ees who are deemed to have
fu ture lead er ship po ten tial are se lected from each di -
vi sion to par tic i pate in the pro gram.  We are very
pleased to have Doug Killingsworth, Mike Stafford,
and Barry Edmundson in the pro gram rep re sent ing
Fuel & Mea sures.  Our Di vi sion Of fice Man ger, Am -
ber Co ney has been work ing to up date our At lanta
Of fice.  New car pet, fur ni ture, blinds and fresh paint
will all be a wel come sight in the of fice, es pe cially
since our last up grade was dur ing the Ford Ad min is -
tra tion.  

Un der our Weights & Mea sures pro gram we are
work ing with sev eral whole sale sea food com pa nies
to ed u cate them on the proper pro ce dure for test ing
and de clar ing net weight on their pack ages of ice
glazed sea food.  Also, we are see ing some is sues at
sev eral re tail chains with glitches in their price scan -
ners re lated to pric ing dis counts.  

Un der our re tail fuel pro gram we have re cently
adopted a new fuel ad ver tis ing reg u la tion.  The new
reg u la tion ad dresses when there is an ad ver tised
price on the bill board sign that is not readily avail -
able to all cus tom ers at the time of pur chase, such as
club prices.  The reg u la tion re quires that a note of ex -
pla na tion be vis i ble from ev ery dis penser ex plain ing
the steps to ob tain the dis counted price.  Re cently we

FLORIDA

It’s of fi cial:  The Bu reau of Weights and Mea sures
and the Bu reau of Pe tro leum In spec tion have merged 
into what is now the Bu reau of Stan dards.  Ad di tion -
ally, both pro grams were in the Di vi sion of Stan -
dards along with the Bu reau’s of LP Gas In spec tions
and Fair Ride In spec tions.  As a re sult of leg is la tion
passed in the re cently com pleted 2012 ses sion and
re cently signed by the Gov er nor, the new Bu reau of
Stan dards and the other two pro grams will move to
the Di vi sion of Con sumer Ser vices July 1, 2012.

Many states al ready have pe tro leum and weights
and mea sures reg u la tory func tions un der one pro -
gram, and the close work ing re la tion ship be tween
those two pro grams in Florida re sulted in a sim i lar
op er at ing struc ture.  Plans are for im prove ments in
ef fi ciency to be re al ized through the merger and to be 
able to ad dress bud get ary con cerns while main tain -
ing an ap pro pri ate level of test ing and reg u la tory ser -
vices.

The names on the new Bu reau’s man age ment team 
have not changed al though some of the ti tles and re -
spon si bil i ties have.  Dr. Mat thew Curran (Matt) is
now Chief of the Bu reau of Stan dards, and Max Gray 
and Rick Kimsey are now En vi ron men tal Ad min is -
tra tors.  Max’s pri mary re spon si bil ity will be the
field reg u la tory and in spec tion ac tiv i ties while Rick
will man age the test ing lab o ra to ries and fuel qual ity
is sues.  Steve Hadder con tin ues in his role as Field
Pro gram Ad min is tra tor with re spon si bil ity for the
com bined ac tiv i ties in North Florida, and for mer
W&M As sis tant Chief Henry Lopez is the Field Pro -
gram Ad min is tra tor for South Florida.

We look for ward to con tin ued par tic i pa tion in the
SWMA, NCWM and ASTM.  Matt and Max plan to
at tend the up com ing NCWM meet ing in Port land,
Maine.  
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NORTH CAROLINA

Mo tor Fu els Lab
The lab is pre par ing for low va por pres sure gas o -

line sea son, which be gins on June 1. Many sta tions in 
NC are sell ing gas o line with 10% eth a nol now. We
are al low ing a 1 lb. va por pres sure tol er ance for eth a -
nol blends. 

The lab has added a sec ond Can non MiniAV-X au -
to matic viscometer to our mo tor oil test ing pro gram.
With two in stru ments, we will be able to more than
dou ble our vis cos ity test ing ca pac ity as we will be
able to test sam ples at 40ºC and 100ºC si mul ta -
neously.

East wing HVAC ren o va tions are near ing com ple -
tion. The pro ject in cludes a new air han dler that pro -
vides con tin u ous air cir cu la tion, new hoods and a
new ceil ing. The lab con tin ued op er a tions while ren -
o va tions were in prog ress with only a few tem po rary
dis lo ca tions and down days for cer tain lab ar eas.

The Mo tor Fu els Sec tion con tin ues to in ves ti gate
over three hun dred con sumer com plaints and/or re -
quests for qual ity as sur ance test ing per year. The dol -
lar amount of dam ages as so ci ated with con sumer

com plaints has in creased to the point that $10,000 in
dam ages per sin gle ve hi cle com plaint is not un com -
mon.  

Art Rupard  

Stan dards Lab
The first of the year is al ways a busy time of the

year for us.  We re serve this time on our sched ule to
cal i brate our work ing stan dards to get ready for cus -
tomer cal i bra tions.  This year we faced no ma jor
chal lenges and we were able to start out side cal i bra -
tions on time. I ap plaud the ef forts of our
metrologists (Tal An der son, Van Hyder, and Ashley
Lessard) for a job well done. 

Again this year we will be par tic i pat ing in the
Carolina Star Pro gram Con fer ence.  We are as signed 
to the North east re gional team and we had our first
meet ing March 6, 2012 in Glen Ra ven, North
Carolina.  This was an op por tu nity for us to net work
with other non gov ern ment agen cies who have com -
mit ted them selves to the com mon goal of keep ing
safety first.  This year’s topic is “Safety at Work,
Home, and Play.” Our safety team rep re sen ta tives
are Tal An der son and Joe Hunt ley.

Our Grain Mois ture Pro gram Su per vi sor, Caro line 
Chewning, ac cepted a po si tion in the Vir ginia area,
so she de parted our staff Jan u ary 6, 2012.  Cur rently
we are ad ver tis ing her va cant po si tion.  Early in di ca -
tions say the wheat crop is look ing good.  Un less we
have a late frost or ex ces sive rain the wheat crop is
pre dicted to be the best in years.  We are very op ti -
mis tic.  

Sharon Woodard

Mea sure ment Sec tion
Spring has ar rived af ter a mild Win ter.  Seems

things got off to an ear lier start.  Fer til izer, mulch
and pot ting soil in spec tions have al ready been com -
pleted with the ex cep tions of a cou ple of lo ca tions
where we need to re turn af ter hav ing found short
weight prob lems.  We just need to re turn to in sure
they have made cor rec tions.  Over all prob lems were
mi nor com pared to past years.

     We are in the mid dle of pro duce scale in spec -
tions with lo cal straw ber ries com ing off be fore
Easter.  First time I re mem ber lo cal straw ber ries be -
ing ready be fore Easter and I’ve been here 27 years. 

have been work ing along side the U.S. De part ment of
Trans por ta tion in an in ves ti ga tion of a rash of die sel
fuel thefts.  Lo cal au thor i ties un cov ered a ring that
was us ing sto len credit card in for ma tion to buy large
amounts of die sel fuel at re tail sta tions.  They were
us ing make shift hold ing tanks mounted in side vans. 
The cases were turned over to US DOT and they
brought us on board to as sist them with test ing and
ver i fy ing the sto len fuel at our State Fuel Lab.  We
are very pleased that eight of our re tail fuel in spec tors 
will be in new trucks very soon.  These will be ¾ ton
pick ups with slip-in units mounted in the bed.  Most
of the guys get ting new trucks are cur rently driv ing
ve hi cles with over 200,000 miles.  

We would like to wel come aboard Ar nold Ivey, our 
new mid dle Geor gia heavy scale in spec tor.  Also Ja -
son Ken nedy, our new metro At lanta area re tail fuel
in spec tor.  Last but cer tainly not least we want to give 
big con grat u la tions to Di vi sion Of fice Man ager Am -
ber Co ney.  Am ber and her hus band Tommy are ex -
pect ing their fourth child in Oc to ber.  One more and
they can start a bas ket ball team!
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NIST VEHICLE CLASS

North Carolina will be host ing a Ve hi cle Scale
Class, John Barton pro vided the in for ma tion be low.
This will be held in Ra leigh, a ho tel close to the
class room spaces is about $79 / night, but we may be
able to get that down some. We are will ing to pick up
folks at the air port and pro vide trans por ta tion to the
weigh sta tion for the field por tion of the class. The
plan is to start on the af ter noon of Mon day, June 11
and end about lunch time Thurs day June 14th. At the
mo ment we have 9 seats avail able and would like to
in vite you to join us.

Please email Jerry But ler if you would like to send
some one or have any ques tions or you can call him at 
(919) 733-3313. Af ter May 25th I will send the in vi -
ta tion to all state di rec tors. 

Thanks,

Ste phen

NIST - Ve hi cle and Axle-Load Scales Class

June 11 - 14, 2012

A learn ing op por tu nity spon sored by the North
Carolina De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer

Next sea sonal job will be blue berry pack ag ing and
cu cum ber scales.  It’s just around the cor ner.

     Mr. Don ald Byrd has just re tired af ter al most 27
years ser vice.  I’m sure many of you re mem ber him
from the an nual South ern Weights and Mea sures
Meet ings.  He had an out go ing per son al ity and never
met a stranger who was n’t soon a friend.  He started
in 1985 as a Gas and Oil In spec tor was pro moted to a
Re tail Weights and Mea sures In spec tor a few years
later and served as our Cen tral Area Weights and
Mea sures Su per vi sor for the last 9 years.  Mr. Byrd
was an ex cel lent em ployee and an out stand ing
leader.  We are go ing to miss him. 

     Mr. Wayne Compton has been pro moted to su -
per vi sor to fill Mr. Byrd’s va cant po si tion.  He also
has many years’ ser vice as a Gas and Oil In spec tor
and Re tail Weights and Mea sures In spec tor.  He has
some big shoes to fill but I’m sure he is up to the task.

We are ad ver tis ing Wayne’s for mer po si tion as
well as a Gas and Oil In spec tor po si tion, which we
hope to have filled by mid June.

Jerry But ler

Ser vices will be pro vided on June 11 - 14, 2012.  The
sem i nar will be pre sented by the Na tional In sti tute of
Stan dards and Tech nol ogy (NIST) and will pro vide
in-depth in struc tion on the in spec tion and test ing of
ve hi cle and axle-load type scales.

The class will in clude lec ture and dem on stra tion
on the meth ods and tech niques used for eval u a tion of
these types of large ca pac ity scales.  The scope of the
class in cludes ba sics of de sign and con struc tion of
ve hi cle and axle-load scales, in spec tion and test pro -
ce dures used dur ing of fi cial ex am i na tions, and the
ap pli ca tion of NIST Hand book 44 spec i fi ca tions and
re quire ments.

This class will be fo cused on the in ter ests and
needs of reg u la tory of fi cials, ser vice agents, and the
us ers of ve hi cle and axle-load scales.  The sem i nar
will en com pass a va ri ety of me chan i cal and elec -
tronic weigh ing in stru ments and in clude spe cific top -
ics such as: de vice suit abil ity; ap pli ca tion of
tol er ances; spe cial ized tests pro ce dures; and in stal la -
tion, main te nance, and use re quire ments.

The NIST in struc tors for the class bring well over
40 com bined years of ex pe ri ence to share with par tic -
i pants in the class.  This is a valu able op por tu nity for
those in volved with test ing, ser vic ing, and op er a tion
of these types of weigh ing de vices.

Ste phen Benjamin 
    Di rec tor, Stan dards Di vi sion 
     NCDA&CS

WEST VIRGINIA

Gas Ser vice and Sup ply won the bid to build us a
sec ond 100/25 gal. pro pane unit. The unit will be sta -
tioned in the north ern part of the state and will re -
place the sin gle 100 gal. unit. We hope to use the new
100/25 gal. unit to up grade our cov er age of small ,
sta tion ary pro pane me ters.

Re cently, three of our staff ers trav eled to New
York State at the gra cious in vi ta tion of Chatauqua
Co. Weights and Mea sures to wit ness the gravimetric 
test ing of CNG me ters. We had n’t done this par tic u -
lar test ing for a gen er a tion  and were glad of the op -
por tu nity to at tend.

We’ve been given ap proval and as sur ances of
fund ing by the La bor Com mis sioner for a re start of
our Re tail Mo tor Fu els Qual ity ran dom sam pling
pro gram. We are ac tively en gaged in this start-up and 
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Con tact SWMA
The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual dues are $50.  Mem ber ship in qui ries should be di rected to:

   N. Da vid Smith,  SWMA Sec re tary-Trea surer     NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Ser vices

   1001 Mail Ser vice Cen ter Ra leigh, NC 27699-1001     Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223       Fax:  919-715-0026
   E-Mail: Da vid.Smith@ncagr.gov   www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA     1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216    E-mail:  wdbrasher@char ter.net

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

SWMA An nual Meet ing
By Steve Benjamin

We have ten ta tive plans for host ing the An nual
SWMA meet ing in Lou is ville, KY Oc to ber 7-10.
We are cur rently work ing on get ting a con tract for
the ho tel. 

Pay By Credit Card

The SWMA is now able to ac cept credit card
pay ment for dues and reg is tra tion.  Ac cess to this 
pay ment fea ture is avail able on the SWMA
website.  Dur ing the an nual dues re newal pe riod
in Sep tem ber/Oc to ber, a re minder will be pro -
vided in case you want to take ad van tage of this
fea ture.  

Why Women Live Lon ger

hope to have boots and sam ple bot tles on the ground in
the first quar ter of the next FY.

At the mo ment, we feel like we’ve hit the lot tery
with our heavy truck units- all three trucks are run ning, 
bug gies and weight mov ers are work ing, and we have
three in spec tors with CDLs.!




