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JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

MARYLAND

The Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture (MDA)
Weights and Mea sures is happy to wel come one
new field in spec tor trainee, Katie Hall, who joined
the sec tion in Au gust.  In spec tor Joe Lutz has com -
pleted his train ing and is now gain ing ex pe ri ence
test ing oil and pro pane VTMs.  In spec tor John
Hartman, who com pleted his train ing ear lier this
year, is set tling into his as signed ter ri tory of West -
ern Mary land by test ing oil and pro pane VTMs.  The
pro gram is in the pro cess of hir ing two new field in -
spec tors to re place in spec tors who have re cently
re signed, as well as an as sis tant me trol ogy
lab/NTEP tech ni cian.  Al though the pro gram has ex -
pe ri enced some re cent turn over, we are pleased
with the pro fes sional work of our staff and en thu si -
as tic about work ing with new peo ple.

In June, the staff re viewed elec tronic de vice au dit 
trails.  This was very use ful as many gas sta tions in
Cen tral Mary land are re plac ing old equip ment with
pumps that have elec tronic au dit trails.  For two
days in Sep tem ber, all in spec tors en joyed hands-on
safety train ing for fire extinguishers and de fen sive
driv ing.  Ev ery one prac ticed putt ing out a (small)
live fire.  Train ing in safety and de vices is on-go ing,
and con tin ued ed u ca tion train ing is a goal of the
pro gram.  

With all the de vices to cover out in field, the fleet
of ve hi cles gets a lot use and racks up the miles. So,
the pro gram this year re placed a pick-up truck and
four vans.

The pro gram con tin ues tak ing en force ment ac -
tion against vi o la tors in short weight pack ages and
mis rep re sen ta tion of prices.  En force ment ac tions
taken from May to Sep tem ber 2012 are shown be -
low.

• On May 29, 2012, MDA re ceived $1,500.00 for a
civil pen alty as sessed for short weight to Har ris
Tee ter 403 of Olney, MD 20832.

• On June 29, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Safeway
#2848 of Bethesda, MD 20814

• On June 29, 2012,MDA re ceived $1,500.00 for a
civil pen alty as sessed for short weight to Safeway
#1315 of Rockville, MD 20853

• On June 29, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a
civil pen alty as sessed for short weight to Safeway
#853 of Bethesda, MD 20814

• On July 6, 2012, MDA re ceived $250.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Ceriello Fine
Foods of Bal ti more, MD 21212

• On July 10, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food
#347 of Largo, MD 20774

• On July 10, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a
civil pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant
Food #342 of Mar low Heights, MD 20748

• On July 10, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a
civil pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant
Food #362 of Ger man town, MD 20876
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• On July 10, 2012, MDA re ceived $1,500.00 for a civil 
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food
#192 of Gaithersburg, MD 20879

• On July 27, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil 
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Safeway
#2753 of Kensington, MD 20895

• On July 27, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Safeway
#4868 of Lau rel, MD 20707

• On July 10, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil 
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Jumbo Food
In ter na tional of Tem ple Hills, MD 20748

• On July 6, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Wawa
#8502 of Bal ti more, MD 20784

• On July 12, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS #5764 
of Bal ti more, MD 21212

• On July 12, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS #3976 
of Bal ti more, MD 21217

• On July 31, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Rite Aid
#3790 of Langley Park, MD 20783

• On July 31, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Rite Aid
#374 of Bal ti more, MD 21228

• On July 31, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Rite Aid
#2210 of Bal ti more, MD 21227

• On July 31, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Rite Aid
#11204 of Sil ver Spring, MD 20904

• On July 31, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Rite Aid
#2585 of Hyattsville, MD 20783

• On Au gust 1, 2012, MDA re ceived $1,000.00 for a
civil pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS
#4411 of Bal ti more, MD 21215

Dur ing FY 2012 (July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012),
Mary land Weights and Mea sures  is sued 93 civil
pen al ties, most for pack ag ing short weight vi o la -
tions and price mis rep re sen ta tion, in the amount of
$94,250. This is due to field in spec tions of 8,261
pack age lots with 19.4% in vi o la tion and 16,002
price scan ning ver i fi ca tions with 3.4% in vi o la tion.

A Re cap of Field Ac tiv i ties in Mary land

 For FY 2012, field in spec tors con ducted 1,067
(16.1% in vi o la tion) large scale in spec tions, 743
(16% in vi o la tion) me dium scales and 8,385 (21.5%
in vi o la tion) small scale in spec tions.  The me ters in -
spected were 28,970 (19.6% in vi o la tion) re tail mo -
tor fuel me ters, 481 (27.8% in vi o la tion) pro pane
gas me ters and 1,104 (12% in vi o la tion) ve hi cle
tank.  The in spec tors tested 134 (24.6% in vi o la tion)
grain mois ture me ters.  Other in spec tions in clude
2,072 (11.9% in vi o la tion) tare in spec tions and
1,294 (0.7% in vi o la tion) de liv ery tick ets.  

The state me trol ogy lab con ducted tests on 1,726
weights (13.3% re jec tion); 34 vol u met ric mea sures
(41.2% re jec tion); 31 tem per a ture de vices, 2 tim ing
de vices and 405 grain sam ples.  The lab also un der -
went NVLAP re-ac cred i ta tion.

The NTEP lab con ducted 58 type eval u a tions of
de vices.

The pro gram in ves ti gated 584 con sumer com -
plaints, most of which were re lated to re tail mo tor
fuel dis penser ac cu racy.  That is an av er age of 2.4
com plaints in ves ti gated ev ery work day.  When gas
prices in crease, com plaints about gas sta tion
pumps also tend to in crease. 

North Carolina

As I write this, we are pre par ing for the NC State
Fair sched uled for Oc to ber 11 – 21, 2012.  The
theme for this year is “Bumper Crop of Fun.” We will 
have our an nual Stan dards Di vi sion booth set up to
give cus tom ers their weight for free.   We will also
fea ture price scan ning and price post ing is sues and
the im pact they have on con sum ers.

 As al ways, a num ber of staff mem bers are in -
volved with the State Fair, from con duct ing daily in -
spec tions of all the LP-Gas tanks in com mer cial use
to staff ing both our booth and sev eral other de part -
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ment booths or events, we com mit a great deal of
time to make this a suc cess ful event.

Stan dards Lab o ra tory

The month of Oc to ber is al ways an ex cit ing month 
for us at the Stan dards Lab o ra tory. From Oc to ber 1
– 9, 2012 we be gin our jour ney from Colfax, North
Carolina trav el ing as far west as Fletcher, North Car -
ol ing mak ing stops in Char lotte and Greenville, be -
fore end ing in Lumberton, North Carolina for our
an nual 5 gal lon test mea sure run.  Me trolo gist
Ashley Lessard and Qual ity As sur ance Man ager
Rob ert Rog ers will cal i brate over 400 test mea sures
dur ing this 7 day pro cess.  This will be Rob ert’s first
year ex pe ri enc ing this op por tu nity to work out in
the field.

Kristopher Simino has joined our staff as our new -
est Me trolo gist.  He be gan his state agency em ploy -
ment on Au gust 6, 2012 and at tended the
Fun da men tals of Me trol ogy class a few weeks later.  
He co mes to us from Jack son ville State Uni ver sity in
Al a bama, where he served as an in struc tor for the
last 3 years. We still have one va cant Me trolo gist
po si tion, which we will prob a bly fill this win ter or
spring.

The Grain Mois ture sec tion just com pleted its
corn har vest. De spite a spotty sea son and a threat of 
Tor na dos bear ing down on North Carolina, ad e -
quate sam ples were col lected for the up com ing in -
spec tion year.  We will be gin our soy bean har vest in
Oc to ber. 

Sharon Woodard

Mea sure ment Sec tion

It’s “Har vest Time”. That’s when cot ton, to bacco,
live stock, grain and pea nut scales take time away
from our reg u lar du ties but, we are “The De part -
ment of Ag ri cul ture” and it’s our duty to see that the 
farm ers, as con sum ers, are pro tected as these
scales rep re sent a large por tion of their in come for
the en tire year.

The NC West ern State Fair and The NC State Fair
that are held in Sep tem ber and Oc to ber also re quire 
many hours of our time to help carry out each year.
Thou sands of peo ple come to these two events each 

year.  They rep re sent ex cel lent op por tu ni ties to ed u -
cate a large num ber of peo ple on who we are and
what we, as the Stan dards Di vi sion, do for them but
more im por tant, what ag ri cul ture is and what it
means to them.  We feel like it is time well spent. 
Plus ev ery one gets to have a great time at the Fair.
There are tons and tons of things to do, see, and en -
joy.  Oh yeah, let’s not for get “eat”.  There will be
things to eat you can only get “At the Fair”.  I think I
gained about 5 pounds dur ing the Fair last year my -
self.  It’s hard to walk by that stuff. 

The NCDA&CS Stan dards Di vi sion is host ing a NIST
Hand book 133 Sem i nar in De cem ber.  NIST em ploy -
ees Lisa Warfield and Da vid Sefcik will be our in struc -
tors.  Sev eral of our in spec tors have at tended classes 
they have taught be fore and we are look ing for ward
to a week packed with lots of “hit ting the books,
hands on, down in the trenches” train ing.  Sev eral of
our neigh bor ing states are plan ning to at tend. We
are hop ing to make them, Lisa and Da vid feel right at
home while they are here.

There have been sev eral per son nel changes since
the last news let ter. Bryon Moore is now a Stan dards
In spec tor II and his old Stan dards In spec tor I po si tion 
has been moved to wards the South east part of the
state and should be filled soon. John Rog ers (Stan -
dards In spec tor II) re tired and that po si tion should
be ad ver tised soon. Reggie Shufford, Heavy Scale In -
spec tor, re tired af ter 15 years. Con grat u la tions to all
on their pro mo tion or re tire ment! Randy Ramsey
joined our staff as a Stan dards In spec tor I in the
west ern part of the state.

Jerry Butler

Mo tor Fu els Lab o ra tory

The HVAC ren o va tions to the 1976 wing of the Mo -
tor Fu els Lab are fi nally com plete. An oc ca sional bug
still turns up, but over all, we are very happy with the
new sys tem. This in cluded in stall ing all new duct
work, a new fume hood, new mo tors on ex ist ing
fume hoods as well as a new ventilations sys tem. The 
lab now has con stant out side air com ing in and be ing 
ex hausted. The pro jects’ Ar chi tects’ fa vor ite quote
form an em ployee was, “fresh air smells funny”.
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Con tact SWMA
The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual dues are $50.  Mem ber ship in qui ries should be di rected to:

   N. Da vid Smith,  SWMA Sec re tary-Trea surer     NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Ser vices

   1001 Mail Ser vice Cen ter Ra leigh, NC 27699-1001     Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223       Fax:  919-715-0026
   E-Mail: Da vid.Smith@ncagr.gov   www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA     1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216    E-mail:  wdbrasher@char ter.net

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

It looks like we are in for more changes in the chem -
is try of fu els sold in NC. Con ver sion to E10 and S15
prod ucts has been com pleted. Now, we are be gin ning
to see an in crease in the num ber of die sel sam ples
that con tain biodiesel. His tor i cally we have had few
re tail lo ca tions sell ing biodiesel blends. That num ber
is not only in creas ing, but more die sels seem to have
some biodiesel con tent up to 5% al ready, mak ing
higher blends dif fi cult since the buyer does n’t know
how much, if any, is al ready pres ent. We do have la -
bel ing re quire ments to state the per cent age of
biodiesel pres ent, but it will be a chal lenge for all in -
volved to be sure they are ac cu rate.

Art Rupard
WHY WOMEN LIVE LONGER




