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JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

MARYLAND

The Mary land De part ment of Ag ri cul ture Weights and
Mea sures wel comes our new NTEP un der study Zack Tripoulas
to the Mary land NTEP brick and mor tar lab.  Zack will train un -
der NTEP Eval u a tor, Ed Payne and then tran si tion into Ed’s po -

si tion when he re tires to sunny Florida.       

Left to right: Ed Payne and Zack Tripoulas

Zack was pre vi ously an out stand ing and en thu si as tic field
in spec tor.  In spec tors John Hartman, Joe Lutz and Katie Hall
con tinue to do very well af ter be ing hired last year. This
month, we are start ing the hir ing pro cess to fill field in spec tor
po si tions left va cant by re tir ees, pro moted per son nel and/or
re signed in di vid u als.

In De cem ber, all cur rent Weights and Mea sures staff as
well as our re tir ees en joyed a hol i day lunch with barbeque

meats, a Will Wotthlie pot roast (a ban quet in it self), home -
made good ies and some good con ver sa tion and good com -
pany.  It was a plea sure to spend time with ev ery one dur ing
the Hol i day Sea son.

Safety train ing re minds us how to work safely in cold
weather and how to avoid car bon mon ox ide poi son ing.  An in -
ter est ing study from Iowa State Uni ver sity Ex ten sion (Ames,
IA) found that idling your ve hi cle in an at tached ga rage to
warm it up in the morn ing can leave high car bon mon ox ide lev -
els in your home for more than eight hours! Read the short pa -

per at:

www.extension.iastate.edu/Pages/communications/CO/co_car.

html.  

The CDC has Fre quently Asked Ques tions about CO poi son -

ing at :

http://www.cdc.gov/co/faqs.htm. Our next train -
ing ses sion will be held in Feb ru ary. 

MDA’s me trol ogy lab con tin ues to pro vide test ing and cal i -
bra tion ser vices for our pro gram as well as for in dus try.  Con -
grat u la tions to Steve Barry for lead ing the ef fort to achieve
NVLAP ac cred i ta tion for our me trol ogy lab once again. 

In Oc to ber, three staff mem bers were rec og nized for reach -
ing the 30 year mile stone and all were em ployed as weights
and mea sures in spec tors dur ing their en tire ten ure. 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Pages/communications/CO/co_car.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Pages/communications/CO/co_car.html
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Thirty year awards were pre sented to left to
right: Se nior In spec tor IV Wil liam Hall III, Se nior In -
spec tor IV Barbara Miller and Field Su per vi sor Don -
ald Ma son.   

The pro gram con tin ues tak ing en force ment ac tion against
vi o la tors in short weight pack ages and mis rep re sen ta tion of
prices.  Oc to ber through De cem ber 2012, the en force ment ac -
tions taken are:

• On Sep tem ber 17, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Safeway 945 of Po to mac, 

MD 20854.

• On Sep tem ber 27, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food 108 of
Bal ti more, MD 21212.

• On Sep tem ber 27, 2012, MDA re ceived $1,500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food 127 of Olney,
MD 20832.

• On Oc to ber 11, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Har ris Tee ter of
Po to mac, MD 20854.

• On Oc to ber 25, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food 329 of
Rockville, MD 20850.

• On Oc to ber 25, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Whole Foods 70 of
Rockville, MD 20852.

• On No vem ber 1, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Ceriello Fine Foods of
Bal ti more, MD 21212.

• On No vem ber 14, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Shop Rite of White Oak of 
White Oak, MD 20904.

• On No vem ber 16, 2012, MDA re ceived $1,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Safeway 4868 of Lau rel,
MD 20707.

• On No vem ber 26, 2012, MDA re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to At lan tic Su per mar ket of
Langley Park, MD 20873.

• On Oc to ber 3, 2012, MDA re ceived $1,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced Auto Parts 
of Bal ti more, MD 21223

• On No vem ber 1, 2012, MDA re ceived $1,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS 5764 of
Bal ti more, MD 21223.

• On No vem ber 1, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS 4411 of
Bal ti more, MD 21215.

• On De cem ber 27, 2012, MDA re ceived $2,000.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS 4411 of
Bal ti more, MD 21215.

MISSISSIPPI

Weights and Mea sures du ties at the MS De part ment of Ag -
ri cul ture are di vided among three Di vi sions within the Bu reau
of Reg u la tory Ser vices.  We are pleased to share with you an
ar ti cle on Reg u la tory Ser vices in the new Mis sis sippi Ag ri cul -
ture mag a zine ini ti ated by Com mis sioner Cindy Hyde-Smith. 
The link to the ar ti cle is:

 http://farmflavor.com/us-ag/mississippi/industry-overview
-mississippi/consumer-safety-measures/ 

Our Weights and Mea sures Di vi sion in spects all NTEP Ap -
proved Scales within the State from jew elry/pawn shop scales
to rail scales.  

We re cently hired a full time In spec tor (Doug Moak from
Bogue Chitto, MS)  for the en tire South ern Dis trict.  Doug will
cal i brate farm milk tanks and live stock scales for this Dis trict. 
The De part ment also hired a full-time In ter me di ate In spec tor
(Will McNeese from New Heb ron, MS) to test small to me dium 
size scales with ca pac ity of 1 to 1,000 pounds.   

R. Craig Allgood of Lau rel was pro moted to Su per vi sor for
the South ern Dis trict af ter Mel Iasigi’s pro mo tion from that po -

Doug Moak

R. Craig Allgood

http://farmflavor.com/us-ag/mississippi/industry-overview-mississippi/consumer-safety-measures/
http://farmflavor.com/us-ag/mississippi/industry-overview-mississippi/consumer-safety-measures/
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NORTH CAROLINA

Stan dards Lab o ra tory
The last quar ter of the year is a usu ally a slow time for the

Stan dards Lab o ra tory.  We fin ished up the year with two suc -
cess ful Test Can Days, one in No vem ber the other in De cem -
ber.  On these days we con duct cal i bra tions of  5 gal lon test
mea sures for those last min ute pe tro leum tech ni cians who
did n’t make the sites we pre vi ously set up out in the field the
first two weeks in Oc to ber.  At last count we cal i brated over
four hun dred 5 gal lon test mea sures, 407 to be ex act, which is
a few more than we did last year. 

In No vem ber, we sub mit ted our ap pli ca tion to NIST to main -
tain rec og ni tion as an ac cred ited state lab o ra tory.  In De cem -
ber our se nior me trolo gist, Van Hyder, at tended a Pro fi ciency
Test Work shop in Boul der, Col o rado.  The pur pose of this
work shop was to an a lyze the cur rent PT pro gram and build on
the first meet ing held in 2007, which Mr. Hyder was also a part
of.

The grain mois ture me ter test ing pro gram ended its 2012
har vest with a spotty soy bean crop. Yields were down this
year. While find ing ro bust sam ples for the 2013 test ing sea son

si tion to Me trol ogy Lab Di rec tor.   The De part ment’s Me trol -
ogy Lab re cently re ceived NIST lab cer tif i ca tion for 2013.  

Our Pe tro leum Di vi sion en forces the Pe tro leum Prod ucts In -
spec tion Law.  In ac cor dance with that Law, the De part ment
as sesses pen al ties for fuel-qual ity vi o la tions, such as wa ter in
tanks, off-spec prod uct and sell ing unbranded fuel from a
branded sta tion, among oth ers.  The Pe tro leum Di vi sion col -
lected $39,750.00 in pen al ties for the first half of fis cal year
2013.  The Pe tro leum Di vi sion plans to fill an in spec tor po si tion 
re cently va cated by Danny Run nels, who re tired af ter 23 years

of ser vice.  Good luck to Danny in his fu ture en deav ors.  

The Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion per forms weights and
mea sures re spon si bil i ties in re tail food es tab lish ments in ad di -
tion to san i ta tion in spec tions.  Ross Rob ert son re tired in April
2012 af ter 24+ years of ded i cated ser vice in the Con sumer Pro -
tec tion Di vi sion. 

In Sep tem ber of 2012, the De part ment hired Mat thew Ma -
ples of Ox ford to fill Ross’ va cated po si tion.

Mat thew Ma ples 

was dif fi cult, we were able to find an ad e quate amount for the
up com ing year. We look for ward to the be gin ning of a new
year of grain in spec tion.

Sharon Woodard

Mo tor Fu els Lab o ra tory
Willie McCook joined the Mo tor Fu els Lab as Gen eral Util ity

Worker. He pre vi ously held a sim i lar po si tion at the NC Aquar -
ium in Wilmington, but was ready to come back home to the
Ra leigh area.

In No vem ber we had our an nual train ing for both lab and
field staff. Much of the ma te rial is safety ori ented pre sented
by our own staff, but also in cludes on line, vid eos and a po lice
of fi cer to dis cuss per sonal safety. The last af ter noon is ded i -
cated to field staff top ics. 

Speak ing of safety, we have set a goal to be come a Pub lic
Sec tor mem ber of the NC Dept. of La bor’s Star Safety Pro gram.
This pro gram is em ployee driven and re quires their par tic i pa -
tion rather. Once we ap ply (and are ac cepted), we will have an
au dit and in ter views by their staff. The NC Dept of Ag ri cul ture
has about 6 lo ca tions that have achieved this dis tinc tion, in -
clud ing the Stan dards Lab o ra tory.

LP-Gas Sec tion
Work con tin ues on the new da ta base for re cord ing in spec -

tions of pro pane deal ers, trucks, and sites.  This sum mer, we
were able to get some hand-me-down Toughbook com put ers
and bought some Mi-Fi de vices. LP-Gas in spec tors are the first
in the Di vi sion to have field com put ers. In spec tors are now re -
cord ing in spec tions of dis pens ing sites and trucks us ing the on -
line sys tem. How ever, as of this writ ing, warn ing and pen alty
let ters are not be ing gen er ated by the sys tem but may be by
the end of Jan u ary.  Still to come are in spec tions of bulk stor -
age fa cil i ties and mis cel la neous sites.

The ear lier da ta base for re cord ing bulk site in spec tions is
still op er at ing and help ing us to send out warn ing and pen alty
let ters to push for mak ing cor rec tions. While the pref er ence is
for sites to make cor rec tions and re pairs, we col lected over
$33,500 in civil pen al ties in 2012. At pres ent there is about
$10,000 in civil pen al ties that are over due and have been re -
ferred to the At tor ney Gen eral’s Of fice.

Dur ing the North Carolina State Fair we re corded in spec -
tions for hun dreds of lo ca tions, mostly food ven dors, each day
of the fair this past Oc to ber.  In ad di tion, the in spec tor spends
many days prior to the fair work ing to in sure that tanks are lo -
cated prop erly be fore they are put into ser vice. With al most a
mil lion peo ple com ing through the gates this year, we are glad
to re port there were no pro pane-re lated in ci dents.

Rich ard Fredenburg

Mea sure ment Sec tion
This year Mea sure ment Sec tion In spec tors con ducted in -

spec tions at 15,882 lo ca tions as well as com plet ing 2,244 spe -
cial re quests or com plaints.  26,563 small and me dium



 Page 4        Southern Weights & Measures Association

Con tact SWMA

The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual dues are $50.  Mem ber ship in qui ries should be di rected to:
   N. Da vid Smith,  SWMA Sec re tary-Trea surer     NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Ser vices

   1001 Mail Ser vice Cen ter Ra leigh, NC 27699-1001     Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223       Fax:  919-715-0026
   E-Mail: Da vid.Smith@ncagr.gov   www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA     1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216    E-mail:  wdbrasher@char ter.net

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

ca pac ity scales (2,500 pounds or less) were tested.  2,267 were
taken out of ser vice for a re jec tion rate of 8.53%.  In spec tions
were con ducted on 2,173 ve hi cle and live stock scales.  353 were
re jected for a re jec tion rate of 16.24%.  In spec tions were done
on 2,414 Scan ning Sys tems with 213 ex ceed ing the 2% al low able
over charge er ror rate for a fail ure rate of 8.82%.   Civil pen al ties
in the amount of $80,484.00 were col lected from 52 lo ca tions
that ex ceeded the 2% over charge er ror rate on the fol low-up 300 
item scan in spec tions.  The county school sys tems in which the
vi o la tions oc curred re ceived the mon ies col lected for these civil
pen al ties.  3,371,494 pack ages were in spected for cor rect net
con tents and cor rect la bel ing.  422 stop sales or ders were is sued
in volv ing 60,103 pack ages. 99,182 gas, die sel or ker o sene dis -
pens ers were tested.  10,593 dis pens ers were re jected for re -
pairs with a fail ure rate of 10.68%.  3,951 ve hi cle, rack or
ter mi nal me ters were tested. Of these, 597 me ters failed to meet 
the al low able tol er ance with a re jec tion rate of 15.11%.

 We lost many years of ex cel lent ex pe ri ence this year due to
the re tire ments of Don ald Byrd, John Rog ers and Reggie
Shufford.  Travis Bur ger also left for em ploy ment else where. 

 Wayne Compton was pro moted to fill Mr. Byrd’s su per vi sor
po si tion.  Bryan Moore was pro moted to fill Mr. Compton’s Stan -
dards II In spec tor po si tion.  Mi chael Beal was pro moted to filled
Mr. Roger’s Stan dards II In spec tor po si tion.  Three po si tions are
in the pro cess of be ing ad ver tised.  All these pro mo tions mean
we are fill ing one hole and dig ging an other but, we will get them
all filled one day.  The guys be ing pro moted are well de serv ing.   

In De cem ber we hosted a pack age check ing class taught
by Lisa Warfield and Da vid Sefcik from NIST. We had about a
dozen of our in spec tors along with our su per vi sors. We also
had ten other in spec tors/staff from seven other states par -
tic i pate. Our in spec tors found it very worth while and they
were happy to have first hand train ing rather the con densed
ver sion pro vided by our staff. 

Jerry But ler

WHY WOMEN LIVE LONGER




