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JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

KENTUCKY

We would like to take this op por tu nity to thank all
those who at tended the an nual meet ing of the
SWMA in Lou is ville last Oc to ber. A spe cial thank you
to all who took time to serve on or chair a com mit -
tee. 

The De part ment is start ing its an nual test ing of re -
tail mo tor fuel dis pens ers. With the ad di tion of 7
new slip in prov ers, all of our in spec tors test ing re tail 
mo tor fuel dis pens ers will have one. Our goal is
100% com ple tion by Oc to ber. 

This win ter we placed an em pha sis on pack age in -
spec tions.  We no ticed an in crease in pack age and
la bel ing vi o la tions. In Jan u ary the me trol ogy lab o ra -
tory re tained its NIST rec og ni tion for the year. 

The Di vi sion has added sev eral in spec tors this
year. We added two new large scale in spec tors, this
will give us three large scale test trucks. We have
four new egg qual ity in spec tors and two new amuse -
ment ride in spec tors. All of our Amuse ment ride in -
spec tors at tended the an nual Na tional As so ci a tion
of Amuse ment Ride Safety Of fi cials train ing in Jan u -
ary.  We look for ward to see ing you all in July at the
an nual meet ing in Lou is ville.

MISSISSIPPI 

The Reg u la tory Di vi sion con tin ues to work to -
wards a more ef fi cient staff with the help of our IT
staff.  As you will read, each di vi sion is get ting up -
dated ver sions of WinWam.  We re main com mit ted
to pro tect ing the con sumer while work ing with in -
dus try to pro vide the bal ance nec es sary to achieve
the best re sults.

Weights and Mea sures

The Weights and Mea sures and IT Di vi sions have
been dil i gently work ing for ap prox i mately a month
on in stall ing new WinWam Soft ware Ver sion
5.4.200 (Da ta base Ver sion 8.24) for our new HP
Laptops. It was a long pro cess and a lot of hard work
but now we are com pletely up dated with soft ware
and hard ware.  The great est ad di tion is the
WinWam Syn chro ni za tion, no more writ ing or read -
ing trans fer files. Our in spec tors will just con nect to
the internet and syn chro nize daily with the of fice,
up dat ing the data on both ends.  In spec tors only had 
about a week of down time and now back in the field 
do ing in spec tions.

Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion 

The Con sumer Pro tec tion Di vi sion 
hired John Eddleman, in Feb ru ary of 
this year, as an in spec tor for the po -
si tion that was va cated in the Mis -
sis sippi Delta area. John was for -
merly em ployed with the Mis sis -

sippi Pub lic Em ploy ees Re tire ment 
Sys tem (PERS).  

The di vi sion is ex pect ing to get
new com puter tab lets and an up dated ver sion of
WinWam about the mid dle of April. These tab lets

John Eddleman
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will re place some older laptops and will be used in
the di vi sion’s weights & mea sures pro gram, re tail
food san i ta tion pro gram, as well as other in spec tion
du ties that the di vi sion is re spon si ble for.  

Pe tro leum Di vi sion

The pe tro leum di vi sion has been able to fill 2 po si -
tions re cently va cated, one field in spec tor po si tion
due to re tire ment and the other an of fice Ad min is -
tra tive As sis tant Po si tion.  Both Scotty Deare and
Lane Matthews have been hired ef fec tive Feb ru ary
1, 2013.  

The di vi sion has pro cessed nearly 300 dis trib u tor
reg is tra tions since Jan u ary 1st, and will be gin re -
new als for Pe tro leum Equip ment Re pair men April
1st.  

Scotty Deare Lane Matthews

NORTH CAROLINA

Mea sure ment Sec tion

Spring is just around the cor ner and we have com -
pleted our mulch and fer til izer pack age in spec tions. 
We are glad to re port we only found mi nor prob lems 
with cor rect net con tent, much better than past
years.  I would like to con trib ute these good re sults
to the as sis tance our in spec tors have pro vided to
com pa nies with their qual ity con trol pro grams.  Our
job is not merely weigh ing pack ages to see if they
meet cor rect net con tent.  A lit tle con struc tive time
can pay div i dends down the road.

We are also see ing good re sults with our price
scan in spec tions.  For an in spec tion pe riod of De -
cem ber 1, 2012 through Feb ru ary 28, 2013 we had 6
civil pen al ties is sued for a to tal of $10,700.00.  For
that same pe riod last year, De cem ber 1, 2011
through Feb ru ary 28, 2012, we had 11 civil pen al ties
is sued for a to tal of $22,395.00.  This is a de crease of

al most 50%. (I picked these months be cause they
are dur ing wet cold weather when our in spec tors
are mostly in side do ing in spec tions.) Our ini tial 50
or 100 item scan in spec tions were still around the
10% over charge er ror rate but our re turn 300 item
scan in spec tions were a frac tion of what they were
a few years ago.  As you can see we only had 6 for a 3 
month pe riod.  Maybe af ter many failed 300 item
scan in spec tions, folks fi nally re al ized we are not
go ing away un til they get it cor rect. 

Af ter many months of be ing short handed in our
in spec tion staff, we are fi nally get ting folks back in
place.   Ronnie Abbott has re turned to work af ter
suc cess ful can cer treat ment.  Ronnie we are thank -
ful you are better and back on the job.  Good things
do hap pen if you be lieve. We have hired Hunter
Hairr and Ron Roberson as Stan dard I In spec tors to
fill the voids some pro mo tions cre ated.  We still
have 3 more va cant po si tions to fill, but maybe they
will soon be forth com ing.  Our Cen tral Area Su per vi -
sor, Wayne Compton, hopes so any way, all these
va can cies have been in his area.  He is get ting be -
hind through no fault of his own.  As a new su per vi -
sor, he is do ing great with what has been thrown at
him.  Hang on Wayne; we’ll get there one day! 

Jerry But ler

LP-Gas Sec tion

The com puter-based in spec tion pro gram ex -
panded to all types of LP-Gas in spec tions in Jan u ary
2013 with the ad di tion of the mis cel la neous in spec -
tions form and the bulk plant in spec tion form.  The
need for pa per forms is es sen tially gone, but on oc -
ca sion weather, com puter prob lems or even the da -
ta base prob lems could have us back on pa per
tem po rarily. It has been an ad just ment for some
staff. It is an im prove ment to the pro gram that al -
lows for pre cise and con sis tent han dling of the mul -
ti ple types and se ri ous ness of vi o la tions. It is also
caus ing a dis tinct im prove ment in re sponses from
deal ers in how they can better deal with cor rect ing
vi o la tions and re duc ing pen al ties with prompt cor -
rec tive ac tion.

The LP-Gas in spec tors no lon ger in spect scales. 
They had been check ing scales and ap ply ing an ap -
proval sticker to scales at pro pane dis pens ers.  Dur -
ing some train ing, it be came ev i dent that these
in spec tors could not do a proper in spec tion since
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they do not carry enough test weights.  This, along
with some is sues with elec tronic scales, helped us
de cide to trans fer scale in spec tions to W&M in spec -
tors.

Rich ard Fredenburg

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion

The Mo tor Fu els Sec tion is in pro cess of ac quir ing sev -
eral new in stru ments. Gen er ally speak ing, the Mo tor Fu -
els Lab tests a high vol ume of sam ples with our
in stru ments and of ten main tains them for a pe riod of
time be yond which the man u fac tur ers still stock parts
for them. This year’s ma jor pur chases in clude a Cold
Crank Sim u la tor, a Gas Chromatograph for ox y gen ates,
One D56 Flask Point An a lyzer and One D86 Dis til la tion
In stru ment.

The state’s Air Qual ity Sec tion is look ing to have the
EPA ap prove data so that 7.8 psi gas o line would no lon -
ger be re quired in a hand ful of NC coun ties. While ap -
proval is not ex pected be fore this sum mer, when the
pro gram takes ef fect, they have asked for that “en force -
ment dis cre tion” to be granted by the EPA. This would al -
low the state not to use this fuel pend ing the re view of
the data. There has been a sig nif i cant price dif fer ence at
re tail be tween 7.8 psi and 9.0 psi gas o line, so there are
some fi nan cial con sid er ations here also.

Art Rupard

Stan dards Lab o ra tory

This year was the first time we did not cal i brate our
own stan dards in house.  With the loss of our ech e lon I
and ech e lon II ac cred i ta tion we had to send our stan -
dards to an out side source.   We re ceived our stan dards
back in a timely man ner and were able to be gin cus tomer 
cal i bra tions by Feb ru ary 1, 2013.  I ap plaud the ef forts of
our metrologists (Rob ert Rog ers, Kris Simino, Van Hyder,
and Ashley Lessard) for a job well done.  

Again this year we will be par tic i pat ing in the Carolina
Star Pro gram Con fer ence.  We are as signed to the North -
east re gional team and we had our first meet ing March
5, 2013 at Skanska USA Build ing in Dur ham, North
Carolina.  This is an op por tu nity for us to net work with
other non gov ern ment agen cies who have com mit ted
them selves to the com mon goal of keep ing safety first. 
This year’s topic is “Evo lu tion of Safety.” Our safety team 
rep re sen ta tives are Van Hyder and Sharon Pul ley.

Our Grain Mois ture sec tion is still par tic i pat ing in the
soy bean qual ity traits pro gram. The next set of soy bean
sam ples were just re ceived for test ing due May 1, 2013.
Early in di ca tions say the wheat crop is look ing good. Un -
less we have a late frost or ex ces sive rain fall, we are very
op ti mis tic and ex pect a good wheat har vest.  

Sharon Woodard

MARYLAND

Mary land Weights and Mea sures is pleased to an -
nounce it has hired three new in spec tors start ing March
20:  Der rick Jones, Jeff Dean and Dan iel Jester.  We will
ad ver tise two open field in spec tor po si tions later this
spring, which will bring us up to full staff.  While we have
had some turn over in the workforce, we are pleased with 
the pro fes sional work of our staff and en thu si as tic about
work ing with new peo ple.

We held a two-day train ing class in Feb ru ary on small
scales and LMDs with an em pha sis on un der stand ing and
ap ply ing HB 44 LMD and scale code sec tions.  The train -
ing con cluded with the NCWM RMFD test for ac cred i ta -
tion.   More train ing is sched uled prior to our staff tak ing
the NCWM Small Ca pac ity Re tail Scales test.  We aim to
have all in spec tors be ac cred ited through the NCWM
pro fes sional cer tif i ca tion pro gram on both the RFMD and 
the Small Ca pac ity Re tail Scales.  

 Dur ing our train ing ses sion the whole staff was avail -
able for a spe cial pre sen ta tion.  Gov er nor O’Mal ley, in an
of fi cial proc la ma tion, de clared the week of March 1st to
March 7th as weights and mea sures week in rec og ni tion
of the “vi tal and nec es sary role of weights and mea sures
in so ci ety” and the 214th an ni ver sary of the first fed eral
weights and mea sures law in the US.  Our own Sec re tary
of Ag ri cul ture, Buddy Hance, pre sented the proc la ma -
tion.  Thank you to the Gov er nor and Sec re tary.  The rec -
og ni tion is greatly ap pre ci ated.

From Jan u ary 1, 2013 to March 13, 2013, the Mary land 
De part ment of Ag ri cul ture (MDA) took the fol low ing en -
force ment ac tions against vi o la tors in short weight pack -
ages and mis rep re sen ta tion of prices:

• On Jan u ary 17, MDA re ceived $1,000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway #945 of Po to mac,
MD 20854

• On Jan u ary 17, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway #107 of
Greenbelt, MD 20770
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Con tact SWMA

The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual dues are $50.  Mem ber ship in qui ries should be di rected to:
   N. Da vid Smith,  SWMA Sec re tary-Trea surer     NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Ser vices

   1001 Mail Ser vice Cen ter Ra leigh, NC 27699-1001     Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223       Fax:  919-715-0026
   E-Mail: Da vid.Smith@ncagr.gov   www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA     1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216    E-mail:  wdbrasher@char ter.net

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216

• On Jan u ary 23, MDA re ceived $2,000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Weis #129 of Da mas cus, MD
20872

• On Jan u ary 28, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Roots Mar ket of Olney, MD
20832

• On Jan u ary 31, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway #2848 of Bethesda,
MD 20814

• On Feb ru ary 13, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Whole Foods
#52 of Gaithersburg, MD 20878

• On Feb ru ary 19, 2013 MDA re ceived $750 for a civil
pen alty as sessed for short weight to Grand Mart of
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

The next is sue will high light Mary land field ac tiv i ties
for fis cal year 2013. 

Sec re tary of Ag ri cul ture Buddy Hance (front left) pres ents the of fi cial

proc la ma tion to Chief of Weights & Mea sures Ken Ramsburg and his staff.


